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Saskatchewan I know of none so touching as that which isv to be found in

an asscmblii,'!' of .some 20 111110 orphan chiklron' gathered together beneath .

the roofoT the Sisters of charity at the Settlement (if St. Albert. These

.(hiklrcn are'of all races, and cvcu in some instances the sble survivors of what,

was lately a immeious liiniily. They are fed, clothed, and taught at the ex-

pense of the Mission ; and when we consider that the war which is at present
* raging iii France Jias dried up the sources of charity from whence the Mis-

'

sions of the r^orth West dcjivcd their chief support, and that th6 present'

winter is oi\e ol unusual scarcity mul distress along the North 4Saskatche-

wan, then it will he pcvcei\ i'd what a litting object for tlie assistance of

other'communities is new existing in this distant orphanage of the North.

I cannot close>this notice of the epidemic without alluding to the dancer
.which will arise in the spring of introducing the infection into Manitooa

.

.\n soon as the prairie luute bc'couies practicai)le there will.be much tralli(J

to and from the SaskaKthewtin—furs and robes will be introduced into the

SettleuuMit despii(> the law which prohibits their importation. "Ijhe present

tiuarantine establishm.'iit at Rat Creek is situated too net^r to the settlement.

. to admit of a sirict eifforceifient of the sanitary regulations. It was only in

the mouth of ( )ctobei''l;ist year that a man coming direct from Carlton died

at this Rat Creek, wnile his coiupunious, who were also from the same
place, and from whoiii he caught l\w. iiifeclion, passed on into the Province.

If I miglU suggest the course which ajipears to ine to be the most efficiacious

1 woukl say that a constable stationed ivt FortEllice during the spring and
summer months, who would examine freighters, and others, giving them*

Bills of Health to enable them to enter the Province, would effectually

meet the recjuirements of the .situation. All persons coming from the West
are ()l)liged^to pas.s. close, to the neighborhood of Fort Ijllice, This station,

is situated about 170 miles West of the Provincial boundary, and about 300

miles Sovith East of the South Saskatchewan—forming the only post of call

rupou the road between Carlton and Portage La. Prairie. I have only to

add' that unless vaccination is made compulsory among the half-breed inha-

bitants they will,\I fear, hi-, slow to avail themselves of it. It miust not,be

lorgotten that witnVhe disappearance of the snow from the plains a quan-
tity of infected matter—clothing, robes, and pdrtions of skeletons will again
become exposed to the atmosphere, and also, that the skins of wolves,

etc., collected during the presen/t winter, will be very liable to contain in-'

fecti'on of the most virulent description. >
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The portion of Your Excellency's Instructions which has reference to

the Indian tribes of the Assiniboine and Saskatchewan regions now claim
my attention. '
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The aboriginal inhabitants of the country lying between Red River and
the Rocky Mountains are divided into tribes of Salteanx, Swampies^, Crees,

Assiniboines, or Stonies of the Plains, Blackfeet and Assiniboines of the

Mountains. A simpler classification, and, one which will be found more
useful when estimating the relative habits of these tribes, is to divide them
into two great classes of Prairie Indians and Thickwood Indians—the first

comprising the Blaokfeet with their kindred tribes of Bloods, Lurcees, and
•Peagins, as also the Crees of the Saskatchewan, and the Assiniboines of the
Qu'Appelle ; and the iMt being composed of the Rocky Mountain Stonies,

' the Swampy Crees, and The Salt*aux of the country lying between Manitoba
and Fort Ellice. This classification marks in reality the distinctive charac-
teristics of ,the Western Indians. On the one hand we find the Prairie

Tribes subsisting almost entirely upon the buffalo, assembling together in

large camps, acknowledging the leadership .and authority of men con-

spicuous by 4heir abilities in war or in the chase, ancj carrying on a per-

petual state of warfare with, the other Indians of th« plains.

On the other hand we find the Indians of the Woods subsisting by fishing

and by the pursuit of mo.ofte and deer, livuig together ill small parties, ad-

mitting only a very, nominal authority on the part of one man professing to

entertain hostile feelings towards certain races, but rarely developing such
feelings into positive hostilities—altogether a much more peacefully disposed
people, because less exposed to the dangerous influence of large assemblies^

Commencing with the Saulteaux, I find that they extend Westward-
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