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rights-'., niul the ciuiscs Ihiit lod English siatosnuMi iit hist io chuiigo their poliry towards

those dcpi'iult'iicies of tlio liinpiri', and to grant the large measure of seli'-govornmont we
now t'njoy, are more or less oi' an historical as well as politiciil nature, and elearly enter

into the domain of Political Science. Indeed, history and the political sciences are so

closely associated tiiat so high an authority as the late eminent Prof. Francis liii'her,

of Columbia College, in the city of New York, made ihese studies an independent and

honioge)U'OUs department in that excellent iustituliun. On this point Prof Herbert

Adams, of Johns Hopkins University, has said with mudi force: "There is a valuable

and suggestive idea in Lieber's iirst combination of history and politics, which ought to

inthience all American colleges and universities in the proper coiirdination of these

studies. If, for economi*' or other reasons, thiTe must be a grouping of various sul)j"ets

under one administrative head, liistory ought rather to be yoked with political science

than witli language, literature or philosophy. Tlie nature of History and Political Science

determines their intimate relation, if not tlcir necessary coerdination. Hi^forij is pas/

jiolitics (luil /ji)lilic:i is j/reseiif hislori/. History is, primarily, the experience of man in organ-

ized societies or so-called states. Political Science is th(- application of this historical

experience to the exist inu' problems of an ever progressive society. History and politics

are as inseparable as |)iist and present. Tliis view is j'ustilied by the best historical and

political opinion of our time—Kanke, Droysen, Elunlschli, Knies, Kosclier, Nitzsch,

Freeman, Seeley, and by ilie practical experieiU'C of the best American colleges and

universities." '

Among the stvidies that naturally enter into tlie domain of Political Science we may
mention the study of general and historical jurisprudence, which necessarily opens up a

large field in a country likt^ this, where one province, inhabited by a million and a quar-

ter of people, has a system of law drawn from the civil law of France, \vhicl> again ri'sis

on the principles of that famous ^.loman law wliich has entered into the institutions of so

many nations of Europe, and more or less alfectcd the civil conditions of nations who
have exerted, and continue to exert, such important influences on the destinies of the

world.

It is generally admitted that the common law of England itself exhibits to the care-

ful inquirer traces of the influences of Roman law, and that the principles that govern

equity jurisprudence have been largely drawn from the same renuirkable soiirce. Put in

studying that great system of common law, which is the basis of the jurisi)ru(1ence of all

the English-speaking communities of the Dominion, the student of Political Science will

naturally take a philosophic survey of English history in order !(> obtain an accurate

insight into the genius of those ].rinciples, usages, and laws of action which have from

all times been applied to the government and the ,se''urity of])ersons and property in ['Eng-

land. The political and civil liberty which we Jiow enjoy is the natural heritage of

English coKUPunities throughoixt the world, and its main principles can be traced to the

maxims of the common law. It illustrat(>s the sturdy, independent -.pirit of the I'higlish

race, and its determination to n^sist all (he elforts of monarcjis, with the assistance of

servile statesmen, to establish an arbitrary power in tlie realm. The great princi])les on

which our parliamentary government rests had their oriuin in maxims in vogire in the
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