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preteeted by three theusand miles cf ecean
cold inisist that these expesed te, immediate
dlanger sheuld ferthwith lay dewn their arms.

TIn erder that wvhat I arn saying- se imper-
fcctiy may retacl yeou, as if came te me, from
a greaf niaster cf oloquonco, I chaI! take tho
liberty cf reading- a pas-sage frem M. Briand's
irendorful speech af ftho hast Assembly of the
Leaguie.

Affer soi-oral preneunceenris had been
madle, ahl mere er less peinting te France as
flic chief offondeýr ag-a'ie.st disarmament, flic
pesitien of M. BrianÀ became a difficult ene.
I cai soc him shuffling slewly fowards fthc
redtruni, his uhoulders stooped, hic grey hcad
benit. J kocîr that hoe iras suffering fmem a
vcry serieus di.*ýaso, ene which I bad thoghlt
îreuld nof permit of the offert thon required.
For an heur and a quar-ter hoe held forth, and
when hoe had cencluded bis hearors knew why
scuirifv, must precode disarmamont.

In ethier iverds, tho problom is net dis-
aamient. buot cectîrity. Cao you cenceîvo
tliit the gevornînents cf Europe, fun'ctiening
tuuucfi t dcîiecrratic mule. .eetuld extract from
tueur respective poepulations flue litige :inutits

rcuielfor .îrîtianients uinie•s it iras for flîem
i uiitter of luef uand le:îîlî? TIluY coiuld net
<le if. If flier attoîopted it thev iroulul flot ro-
ututo in poer Itir a dLay. Tiiere is 0113' o1e
;hing tIt t îill cause a peeiplo in a deinecratie
cointr te suîiniit te such a prou-ess, andtI hat
is lire nerescîty.

Noir I irill read te yeti a part cf M.
Briund's specech. Ho cxplains first ef ail that
Fraînce is nec going te seck the pestponcment
ef the Di<aruîiamcnt Cenference. Aid the
natiens haie onde a seiemn promise, on their
honour, te ho at tho place cf meeting on flic
2nd cf Februîry. Time and again avithin flac
las.t foure or fic yoars Frianco has preserved
theý lifeocf the Dicarmament Cen-ference by
findung the îîay eut of difficulties îvhich ether-
w i-e îreudd have been fatal. This is what
'N. Brianîd cars:

W~licn ire examine ttse Civenant, ire flîîd that
if is sooidly conccived, that if is a selid con-
struction, aîd flic enly regret I bave te voice
lîcro is fhiat sente cf ifs provisions shcuid still
have reoîainod as if wre voilod. like oneoef
these statues thtat are alw-ays geiog te ho bof
ocrer are uocoverod.

Beuceafli tho slîrod, hew-ever, a searching oye
cat discero tile cenfouirs of the statue; if is
possible te toll ariat lies hiddon bohlind thaf
t.hrctil. M'biat flic foondors; ef flic Leagîto al
w-anted, whîaf fhey were trying te enîbedy in
tho Coi enanit, w-as peace, a nicans of placing
the peeple, ii stîcli a state cf franquiility as
shoold euuable theni te fergef flic herrers cf the
w ar and te devote thueoieelvee w-liole-hcarfcchly
aod unroserredîy te flic werk cf poaco. W/hon
thaf resoîf hîad boon schiered, fhlithige ootlay
thaf a nation expeods on niaforial forces weuld
ho fcund te ho neodloss.
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Similarly, the authors of the Cevenant hiad
devised means for replacing material force.
They w'erc net pure ideologists; they knew quit e
weli titat between peoples, as betwcen mien, sub-
jeets of discord inay remain long after the
cessation ef hostilifies. Propertieoatelv as they
envisaged the disappearance of individual
material force, they prepared legal solutions
and collective sanctions; fhey called upen the
peoples to agree te conciliation, to arbitratien.
They saw a progressive reduetien in armarnents
in proportion as security increased; fhey saw
the peoples, in the settfiment of their confliets.
tomn more and more to the judge insead cf
rcsorting to force. W/c need ooiy read the
Covenant to realize that ail these varions con-
siderations ivere in flhe ninds of tlîe authors
aud founders of the League.

I nlow pass to the question of eecuirity, a
word which my lips hiardiy dare uitter. If is
one of thoe w ords over w-hich contests have so
often raged, which have so often steod as
obstacles in the wav of certain experinients.
tînt those who employ it appear to do se not
in order te act but bn erder net to acf.

This word. however, is writtco in the
Covenant of the League. ihat is qîîite natural.
If the authore cf the Ccvenant had not kcpt a
place for it. they woiiid have heen guilfy. for
thic most geoereus-minded iombers of tlîe
League miiglit have been deceivefi.

As regards eecurity tien. bas pregrees been
achiei cd? Ne o0e cati dcny that it lias. J,
w lin stand en this platformn, have (loue aIl thaf
iras in oîiy powcr te increaso the saom total cf

scîTy. Fe Paris Pact ivas cotecireil with
that purpose iii vîew-; certain wevrkz wii-] ih 01
liaive indcrtakîiî aind in whiih yeu arc etill
coigagefi is calctiiate<l to addi te gîlarantece of
thIs nature.

\Vur is a crime. Sticll wvas flic lictunî cf
the nations ivlî signe(l flic Paris Part. Unfil
thien. ive must ot ferget. wai' liaul uctîîally
reina îîed. i n certainî cire omeit anicee. a lii i neau s
for scttling disputes. Tt i., appalliîig te thine
that. ib tliis î-eiîtuiîx- wir eijid liaive been
considcred a nernmal utîcans cf pîîtting an end te
disputes that iniglît arise befîveen nations. T[le
Paris Pact laid deivu thiat if is an inîpicus act
te ]lave recclîrse te w ar. fliat w-ar is a crime
againef mankind. AIl tlie nations sigoed the
Pact. thereby declarin: fliat tflîcy reneunced the
pcseibiiity of oiaking that fatal gesfure-a
uloclaratien of irar. '[bat is scniething; merally
it is an excelleuf recuit.

One faet, hoîverer. île cannot disgîîise: cases
eftill caiet ii wirbili w-ar tay coeuîr. Tîtat facf
is apt to be forgetten. and if is riglît net te
becoeoebseesefi by sîîch an idea: efiil. if is a
centiîigencv that bas te lic borne in nîind. 'Tho
League cf Nations. I willinglv admîit. lîad real-
îzed thie. Lord Ceeu] iill net cenfradiet mie
if I say tînt on that point it lîad tîooglif eut
a irbe systeni wliich. hiad if been adloptcd.
wouid have oliitcrated once fer, aIl] that terribîle
question mark. For tlîree wirbe wveeks wo niet
i0 order fo establieli that systeni. T irilliiuot
iicues flic reaseiis wli it iras fotîtîfi impossible
te put if loto application; huit it iiuîst bie
admifted thaf if if hiaf becene a living reality.
if mnufual assistance againet flic ccntingency of
îrhich I ivas speakzing ccuîld acfîîaily bave been
organizcd, flic preblem before the ceming Con-
fercece weîîid have been vcry mwtch simpiified.

'[lat systeni. Iiiwever. iras loff standing flîcre.
like oeocf those evcr-reiied statues te ilîich J
J have jîîst refcrredl. those statues cf îvhich oly
the eutlines cao be discerned. J de nef kow


