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Hon. My, WOOD—Sixteen.

Hop. Mr. SNOWBALL—Ifit is 16 feet,
V,v 1Y 1s the pier not made use of by timber
vessels coming there?

an. Mr. WOOD—Barques come there,
rawing 16 and 1R feet. :

H(}n. Mr. SNOWBALL T am not in a
Position to know what water is left inside,
tl‘llatnl 1{110\\.' positively that Ve§se!s drawing

_— }} feet, refuse to go inside, and I
out ’db at the business has been carried on

Side, and that no steam vessel of less than
"atefetelf draugl).t can be made to navi-
? At 0se  straits 1{1 winter. I fxssume
able td vessel drawing 16 feet is not

0 do the work that the  Stanley ” can
% and T know that no vessel in the

ga.otrir:ylium'l that is' not built for navi-
the ;I‘V}I‘l the ice could possibly do
in that 1cle tk}at is required to be‘ done
such at ocation, because there 1is no
$ vess

i capab] el built for qrdina!'y purposes that
Su‘aifg eTOf contending with the ice in the
'°0uld‘{) he only other place that vessels
Vessels EgOt from is Newfoundland. Such
CODtel.ld ave the power to get across and to
adequag with the ice, ‘but they have not the
or S\Jche accommoriation at Cape Traverse
Will s, ‘;‘fssels. [ think no hon. gentleman
of the)“ %mt- any other boat in the place
tion £y l’ t;zmley could be put in a posi-
order tg i;‘:dl; her way through the ice. Tn
ered 1 eak through ice such as is encount-
Z:Je:;et'(’}l 5(;”«”' in and such free space can-
cannpt A ] Inside Cape Tormentine pier.
ation Onh:})] anythmg about the accommo-
accomumeq ’eot.her side, but 1 }Eehe\'e the
Sufficien. ation is much more un'ikely to be
one ay 't The fact that nothing has been
late ﬂofero the present time, either .by the
tion Oto - Im‘len_t or the. prgsent administra-
Stm;ts ateS}E«dthh navigation across those
Prove th-vtt at harrow point is sufficient to
rst thi:n the thing is impracticable. The
additionay Which has to be done is to build
ere jo plers further out; and I know
build ont i trouble and difticulty if you
interferedmt? deeper water.tbe currents are
5 T with, and the inside gradually
have t,, : Sta(;'t with, the government would
buil d‘senk a quarter oif a million more
make ghe Ocks on the two sides, Lefore they
experiment. The country is not

| pier

€re, a vessel must have some free:

prepared for that at present. It is all very
well for farmers from Prince kdward Islaud
to talk about this matter. They are good
farmers, but do not understand navigating
the ice in the straits of Northumberland.
We are to be asked to spend millions in
making preparations, and then we will find
it carnot be done. I think it is a little
early for us to undertake any such task.

Hon. Mr. WOOD—I must say a few
words in reply to what has fallen from the
hon. gentlemau who has just spoken. Other-
wise I am sure the remarks he made would
leave a very wrorg impression upon the
House. The Lon. gentleman has spoken of
the pier which was built at Cape Tormen-
tine in conuection with this service. That
pier, the hon. gentleman states, will not an-
swer for the *“Stanley ” or for any boat in the
service. Imust sayin reply to that that the
was designed by the government

- engineer here especially for that service, and

the hon. gentleman who has spoken is the
first person that I have heard express an
opinion as to the unfitness of that pier for
the purpose for which it was intended. The
depth of water inside the pier at lowest
neap tide is 16 feet, some say 17 feet. The
The depth of water just outside the pier is
20 feet. Twenty-two feet is the depth of
water at high tide. There is about 6 or 8
feet rise or fall of tide. The hon. gentleman
says vessels will not go there to load. Ever
since the piers were built we have had a
number of barques coming there to load. I
think the number of barques that loaded
there this year was fifteen or twenty.

Hon. Mr. SNOWBALL—Outside the
pier?

Hon. Mr. WOOD-—-No; every one of
them loaded inside the pier. They neverload
outside of the pier. Last year, I know,
there were thirty barques loaded there, and
the year before, not so many. I do not
remember the number, but ever since the
piers were built, it has done very consider-
able local business in that way, and the hon.
gentleman is the first one I have heard who
lias entered any complaint of that character
against it.

Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL—He
was thinking of Miramichi.



