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information, with the same result. Now, the'
on}y advantage that I see that has Dbeen
gained .from these negotiations, and from -
these visits, is this : the declarvation that hasj
been put forth by the United States Govern-'
ment through their Yeciprocity commissionerf
Mr. ‘Foster, that if we want to get a reci-!
DProcity treaty with them we have got to de-:
clare our protection proclivities—if we show
the slightest sign of free trade in any shape
or form we cannot have any reciprocity Wiﬂlé

from what we have been acting under during
the last ten years. We want to show the
people of Great Britain that we have a
country, and have resources, and that we are
prepared to endeavour to develop those re-
sources upon the same lines that they them-
gelves have developed their mineral wealth
and power so eminently successfully, and we
will enlist their capital to assist us. We
have in Nova Scotia a province situated
similarly to the Pritish islands across the

:‘l:fde:lntilfzds S:tes. We have got to come: Atlantic—the same coal and iron, the same
been con, las',si m of monopol?' that I have!shjpping facilities, the same sea-girt shores
o wach pla ining of, ax}d which has grown 1 and harbours, .and if we adopt a policy that
States, wr geh I,)mpomons in the United : will enable the people of Nova Scotia to
adopt'a rewche to come under that, and | utilize these resources upon the same terms
procity &1:1(;’ 3 ve system if we want reci- 1 as have developed the manufacturing power
ooy, a4 we liave gof o throw off the jof Great Britain, British capital will go there

afforded by, and throw off from this;I believe, and those .resources Will be de-

continent the power and influence in trade |
atter of Great Britain. These are the two |
things that have been put before us, and I
say, so far as eliciting that information is
concerned, the visit that the Govermment has
paid during the last year has made that ap-
parent to the people of Canada, and to that
extent it is an advantage, but beyond that I
do not think we have gained any advantage
at all. Before the people of Canada would
consider for one moment the throwing off of
the allegiance to Great Britain—the throwing
off of the commercial ideas of the English
people, which is free trade—before they will
abandon that—before they will abandon the
advantages that the commerce of Canada re-
ceiv.es by being protected on the high seas
—without throwing away from themselves
the advantage that the organization all over
the world of the British consulates and its
ambassadors, and the treaty negotiations
their markets secure, they will ask them-
selves what advantages have the United
States to offer in comparison ? It is a mis-
take for the people of the United States to
think. that we are bound down by any op-
Dressive ties. We are as free as the air. The
ifate of New York possesses sovereign sights
sovthe Great Republic, but not nearly such
ereign rights as the people of Canada
goi::esi} within the limits of the British Em-
prow:e 0ut:, hon. gentlemen, if we want to im-
Ket 1y 01(1)1' Dosition so far as the British mar-
relation, ncerned, if we want to improve our
that Wwith Great Britain we must show
® appreciate the commercial features

veloped—the rwealth of Canada will be in-
creased. We have the same advantages in the
Provinee of Quebec—we have the same ad-
vantages in Ontario. We bave our inland
navigation, which is second to none in the
world. Our ports in the Provinces of Ontario
and Quebec possess all the advantages of
cheap transport, and our chief towns all
within easy access. What we want to do is
to develop that line of communication, to in-
crease the shipping that utilizes that naviga-
tion, and how can that be done ? By de-
veloping ‘the 'great North-West Territories ;
by pouring down from the vast prairie
country the grain that we are capable
of growing there, and in order to make it
profitable to the people of the North-West to
grow wheat they must be permitted.to buy
in the cheapest market and they must have
cheap transportation facilities, and that can-
not be had unless the ships have return
cargoes to cheapen the cost of taking the
wheat across to its natural market, and the
only way to develop these return freights is to
open our markets to the people of England
and take from them all that they can' furnish
us with, whether in iron, cotton or anything
that they have to give us in return for our
produce, and thus increase our shipping facili-
ties and the profits of the producers in the
North-West. And if the people.of the United
States, in their competition with Great
Britain, can furnish anything to us cheaper
than we can furnsh it ourselves under a free
trade policy take it from them and we will
be the gainers as a people, and those in-

of thefr
Sftem by adopting a different policy

dustries depending upon the markets of the



