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However, within the framework of the legislation as it comes
forward, the reservations I have are that if we impose the
opportunity for someone to enter into my home and check to
see whether I have certain compliances, I would rather they do
that with a search warrant.

Make no mistake. Legislation is not easy but it is all encom-
passing. Friends of mine have smaller barrelled guns that are
virtually at the end of their time. They have spent great amounts
of money on them and treasure them as relics. Those will now g0
to the criminal element because they will not register them or
they will have to get rid of them.
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If we are going to confiscate, compensate. People would
accept that. When I was on the committee I did not say anything
about handguns. I think we have to very careful of the direction
we take in this regard.

I am very concerned. Rather than speaking to the media, this
is the place where we should exercise our opportunity as
members of this House on both sides to speak very clearly about
how we feel.

I do not believe I would gain any points by going before the
news media, trying to unravel where we are going. I credit the
minister and the justice committee will review both the direc-
tions of my friends opposite and members on our side.

I will have the opportunity to vote against this bill. I cannot
support it in its present form. However, that does not mean to say
that I will not take a look at the changes that will come forward
and address them to see if they meet the needs of the Canadians I
represent.

I'appreciate the opportunity to be frank and honest about a bill
that I know the minister has great concern for, and great concern
for all Canadians. Let us take a look at the changes and let us
register our concern and our final judgment on it.

ADJOURNMENT PROCEEDINGS

[Translation)

A motion to adjourn the House under Standing Order 38
deemed to have been moved.

THE BUDGET

Mr. Osvaldo Nunez (Bourassa, BQ): Mr. Speaker, on March
1, in a question to the Minister of Citizenship and Immigration, I
objected to the $975 fee announced in the budget that will be
charged to anyone who wishes to immigrate to Canada, in
addition to the $500 they have to pay to have their file processed
by immigration officers.

Adjournment Debate

Canada is now one of the most expensive immigration coun-
tries. This unfair and unacceptable decision adds to the incred-
ible increase in all fees connected with immigration and
citizenship. By the same token, I want to condemn office
closures and personnel cuts at the Department of Citizenship
and Immigration and the drastic reduction in the number of IRB
commissioners.

These exorbitant fees are the equivalent of several months or
even a year’s wages for immigrants from poor countries. Ref-
ugees could not even afford to pay $500, so how could they pay
an additional $975? Most of them arrive in Canada without any
money. Sometimes they lost everything they had in their country
of origin. When they arrive here, they have to get winter clothes,
food and accommodation for their families. This tax is cruel and
inhumane.

With this measure, how can Canada claim to honour this
country’s humanitarian tradition with respect to displaced or
persecuted persons, as specified in the Immigration Act? Fur-
thermore, the vast majority of refugees throughout the world are
women and children. This measure will make sponsorship and
family reunification even more difficult.

I want to take this opportunity to condemn the treatment of
refugees scheduled for deportation at the Malton detention
centre near the airport in Toronto. Last Wednesday, a citizen of
Uruguay who was to be deported had to be taken to hospital after
he tried to commit suicide. I mentioned the case of twelve
people of Hispanic origin who were ill treated.
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I again want to ask the minister to investigate these allega-
tions and to deal with those who are responsible for this very
serious and unacceptable situation.

[English]

Ms. Mary Clancy (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Citizenship and Immigration, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, newcomers
to Canada have access to the universal social programs that are
paid for by all Canadians.

Immigrants and refugees also have access to our extensive
integration and settlement services, the best in the world. The
cost of these programs is $271 million a year, a great part of
which goes to the province of Quebec. We are talking about
language training, assistance in job searches and help for
families enrolling their children in schools. The list goes on.

Canadians have told us through consultations that they want
those who derive benefits from Canada’s wide range of pro-
grams and services to help pay for them. Refugees and immi-
grants have said they want to help as well.

We recognize that not everyone will be able to afford the fee.
For that reason we have created a new loan option that will
enable refugees to get the financial assistance they need. Like



