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—the western diversification organization which are actually
responsible for the delivery of the programs and both ministers
are in charge, one on the Atlantic coast and the other one in
western Canada.

GOVERNMENT ORDERS

[English]

FOREIGN AFFAIRS
The House resumed consideration of the motion.

The Speaker: The Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
National Defence and Veterans Affairs has the floor for six
minutes.

Mr. Fred Mifflin (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
National Defence and Minister of Veterans Affairs): Mr.
Speaker, I had finished my presentation. In the interests of
brevity I did finish so we have about five minutes for questions
and comments.

Mr. John Williams (St. Albert): Mr. Speaker, the Parliamen-
tary Secretary to the Minister of National Defence indicated that
he foresees the role of our peacekeeping forces continuing and
perhaps increasing in the future, and that it is most important a
mandate or a mission statement be developed. In this way we
can determine what is the role we are to play.

Can the parliamentary secretary advise what the government
is doing to develop the role and to ensure that the United Nations
knows exactly what Canada thinks. What is his opinion concern-
ing Canada’s peacekeeping forces that are now around the world
and does he think they will be in more demand over the next few
years?

Mr. Mifflin: Mr. Speaker, I thank the hon. member for that
question.

I want to correct the hon. member. I am sure it is a misunder-
standing. He is not trying to put words in my mouth. My thesis
was that peacekeeping operations generally would likely in-
crease because of the trend in the other 180 countries of the
world with the smaller populations and the non-homogeneous
ethnic, religious and racial groups.

My thesis was that the need for peacekeeping operations in
general would likely intensify, would increase. I also pointed
out in my thesis so would the intensity of peacekeeping opera-
tions, so would the nature of peacekeeping operations and so
would the complexity of peacekeeping operations in the general
sense of peacekeeping.

Government Orders

What is the government doing to help the situation along? I
would remind the hon. member that, for example, in Bosnia
alone, I cannot recall the number of UN resolutions. I know
there are 743, 770, 776 and 800 and something. They are the
ones with which I am familiar. I am sure there are others. We
would like to, as much as possible try to get our mandate in a
shorter period of time and in a less complex manner. Second, we
would strive to have, perhaps through debate in the House of
Commons, which we all agree is a novel but very useful
exercise, to make our wishes and desires of what it is we want
our peacekeeper forces to do, to make our wishes known to the
United Nations, perhaps more in advance than we have had in
the past.
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With respect to the United Nations, the government is work-
ing on areas through our staff at the United Nations, our
ambassador, and through those who are on the international staff
to try to improve that part of the United Nations which oversees
peacekeeping operations.

There are areas such-as, for example, around the clock
command and control capability; staffing with perhaps a more
experienced and a larger number of military personnel. In this
way the kind of command and control operation that takes place
in NORAD or in NATO headquarters where instantaneous
responses can be given and political input can be received,
analyzed and weighed with respect to decisions, would take
place in a much more clear—I hesitate to use the word effi-
cient—and more effective manner than happens now.

I can assure the hon. member that those of us who are involved
in these kinds of activities on this side of the House are imbued
with their importance and wish to make our mandate more clear.
It would make the selection of what we participate in more
effective to have a better response to what it is we believe the
Canadian people want and would support in the future.

[Translation)

Mr. Stéphane Bergeron (Verchéres): Mr. Speaker, I want to
thank and to congratulate my hon. colleague for his speech. I
would like to ask him a question. For one thing, he made a
number of very positive remarks in his speech on the value of
Canadian intervention abroad, but could he tell us what his
position is exactly with regard to a Canadian presence in
Bosnia-Hercegovina?

[English]

Mr. Mifflin: Mr. Speaker, I was being specific in what I was
hoping would be accepted by the House and by those who were
listening as I am sure the hon. member was as to the litmus test
to apply to the operation and to what our future direction would
be.



