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APPENDIX "A"

TEXT OF JOINT COMMUNIQUE BY

THE PRESIDENT AND PRIME MINISTER HAROLD MACMILLAN

FOLLOWING DISCUSSIONS HELD IN NASSAU, BAHAMAS

DECEMBER 18-21, 1962

The President and the Prime Minister met
in Nassau from December 18 to December 21.
They were accompanied by the Secretary of
Defense, Mr. McNamara, and the under secre-
tary of state, Mr. Ball, and by the Foreign
Secretary, Lord Home, the Minister of
Defence, Mr. Thorneycroft and the Secretary
of State for Commonwealth Relations and
Colonies, Mr. Sandys.

The President and the Prime Minister dis-
cussed a wide range of topics. They reviewed
the state of east-west relations in the after-
math of the October crisis in Cuba, and joined
in the hope that a satisfactory resolution of
this crisis might open the way to the settle-
ment of other problems outstanding between
the west and the Soviet union.

In particular, they reviewed the present
state of the negotiations for a treaty ending
nuclear tests, and reaffirmed their intent to
seek agreement on this issue with the U.S.S.R.,
in the hope that this agreement would lead on
to successful negotiations on wider issues of
disarmament.

As regards Berlin, they reaffirmed their
interest in arriving at a solid and enduring
settlement which would ensure that Berlin
remains free and viable.

The Chinese communist attack on India was
discussed with special consideration being
given to the way in which the two govern-
ments might assist the government of India
to counter this aggression. Defence problems
of the subcontinent were reviewed. The Prime
Minister and the President are hopeful that
the common interests of Pakistan and India
in the security of the subcontinent would lead
to a reconciliation of Indian-Pakistan differ-
ences. To this end, they expressed their grat-
ification at the statesmanship shown by
President Ayub and Prime Minister Nehru in
agreeing to renew their efforts to resolve
their differences at this crucial moment.

The two leaders discussed the current state
of affairs in the Congo, and agreed to con-
tinue their efforts for an equitable integration
of this troubled country. They expressed sup-
port for Mr. Spaak's proposal for a fair divi-
sion of revenues and noted with concern the
dangers of further discord in the Congo.

The Prime Minister informed the President
of the present state of negotiations for U.K.
membership in the common market. The
President reaffirmed the interest of the United
States in an early and successful outcome.

The President and the Prime Minister also
discussed in considerable detail policy on
advanced nuclear weapons systems and con-
sidered a variety of approaches. The result
of this discussion is set out in the attached
statement.

Statement on Nuclear Defence Systems

December 21, 1962
(1) The President and the Prime Minister

reviewed the development program for the
Skybolt missile. The President explained that
it was no longer expected that this very
complex weapons system would be completed
within the cost estimate or the time scale
which were projected when the program was
begun.

(2) The President informed the Prime Min-
ister that for this reason and because of the
availability to the United States of alternative
weapons systems, he had decided to cancel
plans for the production of Skybolt for use
by the United States. Nevertheless, recognizing
the importance of the Skybolt program for
the United Kingdom, and recalling that the
purpose of the offer of Skybolt to the United
Kingdom in 1960 had been to assist in improv-
ing and extending the effective life of the
British V-bombers, the President expressed
his readiness to continue the development of
the missile as a joint enterprise between the
United States and the United Kingdom, with
each country bearing equal shares of the
future cost of completing development, after
which the United Kingdom would be able to
place a production order to meet its require-
ments.

(3) While recognizing the value of this off er,
the Prime Minister decided, after full con-
sideration, not to avail himself of it because
of doubts that had been expressed about the
prospects of success for this weapons system
and because of uncertainty regarding date of
completion and final cost of the program.

(4) As a possible alternative the President
suggested that the Royal Air Force might use
the Hound Dog missile. The Prime Minister
responded that in the light of the technical
difficulties he was unable to accept this sug-
gestion.

(5) The Prime Minister then turned to the
possibility of provision of the Polaris missile
to the United Kingdom by the United States.
After careful review, the President and the
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