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official organizations as UNRRA, intergovern-
mental committees, the International Red
Cross and its auxiliaries, and so on. However,
I am more concerned with that phase of the
problem which extends beyond the scope of
officialdom but which is by no means less
deserving of the most sympathetic and
humanitarian consideration.

Before proceeding further I should like to
say that I have nothing but the highest
admiration for the organizations to which I
have referred and for the work they are doing
with the limited resources which have been
placed at their disposal for such a colossal
task. I believe, nevertheless, that we have
fallen short in our humanitarian response to
that other phase of this gigantic problem which,
as I have said, extends beyond the jurisdiction
of the organizations I have mentioned. I
would refer to the situation which exists in
regions where complications have arisen due
to racial or political differences. In order to
alleviate the situation with respect to food,
clothing and other supplies in regions where
complications do exist I should like to make
the suggestion that societies, private indi-
viduals and relatives of displaced persons be
permitted to make direct gifts to those needy
people so that all such articles may be received
by those for whom they are intended. Under
the present arrangement all articles of food,
clothing and so on are collected into a com-
mon pool and distributed in the various zones
by local officials and agencies as they see fit.
Should the suggestion of direct gifts be
adopted I am certain that additional aid would
be forthcoming, both from those who are
interested in their own relatives and from
many other public-spirited individuals and
societies on this continent.

Speaking in this house on March 26, 1945,
in a debate on the San Francisco conference, I
suggested then that there was a great need
for some mechanism to be devised whereby
stateless peoples and persons would be pro-
vided with the means of voicing their own
opinions on their own behalf, when and if
they consider themselves not represented by
the various de facto governments. To-day,
in the light of what is taking place in the
Soviet sphere, I am convinced more than ever
that there has become a still greater need for
the setting up of such mechanism. For it is
quite obvious that any problem which
involves millions of people cannot and must
mnot be lightly dismissed or brushed aside. To
substantiate my contention that the magni-
tude of this problem has reached serious pro-
portions, may I quote from an editorial which
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appeared in the Ottawa Ewvening Citizen of
September 15, 1945, under the heading
“Estonian Odyssey.” The editorial says:

A small Canadian press item from London
tells of the setting out in a 37-foot sailing yacht
of a group of sixteen Estonian refugees from
the west coast of Scotland. The destination of
these seven men, five women and four children
is the United States. Three times already the
small craft has set out, but it is in an earnest
of the determination of the group not to return
to their native land that a fourth attempt is
now being made to reach the new world in the
hope of a new life.

The desire to go far from their own land
will surely raise problems on this side of the
Atlantic if they complete their desperate voy-
age. It emphasizes the plight of many thousands
of what are now known as displaced persons.

Such lands as Estonia and Latvia, and other
territories in Europe where governments have
changed, inevitably leave numbers of former
residents unwilling to return to their former
homes. In the case of the Estonian group they
are unwilling to return to the land which is now
incorporated under the Soviet union.

It will take a great deal of wisdom and
understanding to deal with this class of refugee.
The war has been fought in the great cause of
freedom. It would be a negation of that strug-
gle to be a party of the unwilling return of such
refugees or other displaced persons—they include
victims of nazi forced labour from Poland and
even Russia—to former homelands. The united
nations, particularly the big three, have a test
of their ideals in stern realities to face.

I have other reports describing in the most
pathetic and desperate terms the fate of these
homeless millions. Here is another extract
found in the Czech press service bulletin of
June 28, 1945. This bulletin is published in
London, England. The article is entitled
“News From the Crucified Continent,” and
the subheading reads, “Be Communist or
Perish.” It states:

According to information received from
Trieste, the western allies are forcing large num-
bers of people who escaped the wrath of Tito
communists to return to the parts they ran away
from. Thousands of Croats and Slovenes who
sought refuge in the British-American zone in
Karinthia, have been handed over to Tito. They
were stripped naked and executed by the deadly
fire of machine guns. The Bishop of Lubljanja,
together with 161 Slovenian priests and clerics,
made their way into the American zone beseech-
ing protection. It has not yet been decided
whether they will be given up to Tito or not.

There is silence over these horrors in the press
of the Christian civilized countries in the west.
It seems almost as if a decision has been taken
that the peoples of the European continent
must be communist, or else perish.

It will readily be seen, Mr. Speaker, that the
two quotations which I have cited reveal the
desperate situation which faces so many free-
dom-loving people of the world. I may say
further that the fate of the continent of
Europe is in the hands of the English-speaking
nations—Canada included.
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