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that the chance wilI be given members of the
Cooperative Commonwealth Federation and
those of the Social Credit group to ask ques-
tionýs as well as members of the official
opposition.

I do nlot wjsh to take up time in answer-
ing questions at the present time. General
McNaughton should be given ail the time ho
can possihly have to-day.

But may I say a word with reforence to the
question. There are some thîngs that can ho
donc or which may ho unnecossary at one
time which cannot ho donc or which may ho-
corne unnocossary at anothor, and if the gov-
ernmont had attemptod to do a month or two
ago what at that time did not appoar neces-
sary or what has been donc to-day, I venture
to say that its action would have frustratod
the ability of the defence department to give
to the mon fighting on the other side the
reinforcomonts needod at the time they rnay
ho needed.

Mr. COLDWELL: May I ask the Minister
of National Defence one or two questions?
Wilýl the estimate for reinforcements allow for
leave to ho given to the mon who have been
continuously in the firing lino ever since wo
invaded Italy, or more recently in France?
Will the estimate of roinforcements to be sont
ovorseas allow for proper beave for those mon
who have borne the brunt of the day?

Mr. McNAUGHITON: I arn glad that ques-
tion has been asked, because that is a matter
which has given me most anxious thought
from the heginning. Some of our mon have
beon over there for five yoars or more, away
from thoir homos, and we are most anxious
that those with such long service should have
the rest that cornes from returning to their
familios. The number for December is very
small. We hope to have home bofore Christ-
mas 450. That number was set purely hy the
exigoncies of transportation. That is the lirnit-
ing factor. I amt in great hupes that we may
have larger numbers and that wo can increase
thern very materially as soon as'transportation
is available. We are certainly going to do that.

Mr. COLDWELL: Is this estimate of the
needs one that will allow, having in mind
what the general has just said, a reasonable
and proper margin of safety-

Mr. MeNAUGHTON: Yos.

Mr. COLDWELL: -naking allowance for
underestirnate?

Mr. MeNAUCHTON: I rnay say to the
hion. member that the figures wore carefully
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studied by our rnîlitary officers and the
general staff, and they wero studied from
every angle. The figures with reference to
transportation takze into accounit reinforce-
monts in the various progressive times that lie
ahead, to the level which is recommended by
our mnilitary authorities, and on top of thýat,
while it varies from tirne to, time, there is
soine margin of safety. Again, I may say
to lion. membLrs that many uncertainties
enter into the picture. We do nlot know
with certainty what the fighting will be; we
can only hase it on past experience. But
that experience hias been analysed aud the
grea test care has been put inýto these figures.
s0 that we helieve that on the avorage they
are sound and safe.

Mr. COLDWELL: In hiis statenient to the
hoeuse, the Minister of National Defence
stated that there mighýt be impoTtant gaps
in it which hoe could nlot disclose in public
sesion. and lie indicated one of ýthose gaps.
Ho said hoe had had comprehensive figures
prepared, and ho had a table undýer his hand.
In the lighlt of the two questions I have
a'tked regarding leave and, the margin of
safety, I think this house ought to sec those
figures and that table. I would therefore
ask, the general uinder what conditions hoe
would allow members to have access ýto that
table.

Mr. McNAIJGHTON: That particular table
was one whichi I feît that this house in con-
fidential session would likýe to have. It hias
heen prepared in such a way that I cau use
it complote without anxiety in a session of
that sort.

Mr. COLDWELL: The hon. membor for
Dufferin-Simicoe (Mýr. Rowe) suggested, when
I asked these questions, that I must have
talked it ove!r with General McNaughton.
May I say thýat I have nover spoken to
General McNaughton in my life.

Mr. ROWE: I noever said that.

Mr. COLDWFLL: The hion. member said
1 must have talk.-d it over with him.

Mr. ROWE: Not with him.

Mr. COLDWELL: I have talked it over
with nobody. I arn asking these questions
hecause of their importa.ce, and I think that
the further we get ýaway from suggestions of
that sort of political strategy the bettor
it wilI ho for the house and the country. I
was going to, ask a question, but I soe it is
six o 'dock.

At six o'clock the. house took recess.


