
240 COMMONS
The Addreas-Mr. Bertrand (Terrebanne)

the fact that the year 1943 marked a favour-
able turning-point for the united nations. He
bas, praised the courage of the ýallied soldiers
and extoiied the valaur of aur armed forces
overseas. I join hlm in paying tribute ta our
sailors, aur airmen, our soldiers; they bring
glory ta Canada. After Virny, Dieppe will
add to the history of this war a chapter of
gallantrj. warthy af rny country's traditions.

The war is stilI gaing an. The speech from
the throne, apart from rerninding us of its
stark reality, intimates that the Canadian
people must keep up their efforts, and gener-
ously provide the united nations, as they have
donc in the past, with great quantities af arma,
munitions and war supplies. But war will
end one day, and already the government are
beralding a programme of social security meant
ta offset the unavoidable consequences of past-
war readjustment. While prepared ta support
ail measures that will endeavour, through a
charter of social security ta pratect the lawly
and the weak in ail emergencies, I nevertbeless
have serious fears and deep feelings of hesi-
tatian as regards some expenditures which ta
my mind are out of proportion with aur
resaurces and offeen detrimental ta aur own
defence. Accordingly, while wishing ta make
sorne remarks of a gcneral character, 1 reserve
the privilege ta advance some other particular
considerations wbien the legisiation forecast in
the speech froma the throne cornes up for
discussion in this parliament.

The present confiict, M1r. Speaker, b nas
imposed on aur people great sacrifices whicb
I need flot review. This war, brought about
by ambition, pride, and lust for domination,'bas engulfed Canada whicb, remate as it is
from Europe was in 1939 less concerned with
overseas quarrels than with pursuing in peace,
on this American continent, its forward march.
Dt does noýt beboove me ta analyse at. this tirne
the reasons wbicb have brought about aur
participation. One fact is outstanding: we are
in this war, and we will remain in it ta the
end. Our population bas accepted every
restriction and sacrifice; it bas shown its
willingness ta bear a heavy burden of taxes.
It bas accepted these restrictions, sacrifices and
taxes, and will continue ta do so with a
patriotie spirit provided the war occasions as
few abuses as passible.

Far be it that 1 should at this tirne, tbrough
a criticisrn wbicb ta some wilI seern cirping in
spite of its sincerity, be unfair ta the gavern-
ment. During the last tbree years they have
been confronted by perplexing problems, *by
nurnerous situations wbich were bath difficult
and cornplicated. by the imperiaus need of
meeting uncontrolled circurnstances which
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aften became uncontrollable. The Right Han.
Prime Minister bas fulfilled. his duties--I
believe we ail are agreed on that point-with
a devation that enhances is political fame; he
bas been an a level with the great parliamnen-
tarians af the modern world and the prestige
he enjays in -the United States will receive
special recognition ini the history of the present
war.

I arn pleased ta wit.ness tbis dloser associa-
tion of Canada and the United States. Ta
my mind, it presages for America, a rnarked
advantage, in the aolving of post-war problerna.
The Arnerican nation on the other band,
lias copied a number of aur legislations.
Canada. together witb the United, States,
bas endeavoured ta rcntrain the egotism and

slae-rivng ambitions of war profiteer..
Certain measures have been adapted wbicb
altbough not perfect bave, in rnanv fields,
if not cured ex ery cvil, at least mitigated
the effects of an inflation whicb could easilv
baivc bccoine uncontrolloble. Limitîcas restîric-
tions have been imposed an aur people. somne
wcre dotibtîcas warranted. athers may nat baive
been abs;alitely necessary. but tbey were ail
willinglv aecepted by the people of this country
whli cansid< red tb:it tbey were stili prcferabbe
to the bariors of bambarîlment and ivar. Hutge
gifts ivere handed. mostly to Great Britain.
gifts that. baie ' elped the allied, cause ta a
great, extent, but that have appcared exagger-
ated te m'in, ,bn t smaîl population and
inadc'qîiate defencce af tbe country w cre talkcn
int o account. In spite of the xvide pou Crs
granrted the gax ernment in tbe field of enlîst-
ment, the i abîntary ,,vstern la still maintained
as tue sale nîethod cf rcioforcing aur armies

aver-ýeas. Tbe selective service authorities liaive
just recenýtly stated. tbat a redistribution of
man-power waa u.nder consideration. The
recruiting of men for the armedj farces is of
paramount importance; bowever, wbat good
would be tbe liargest armies witbout a suffi-
dient number of banda on the borne front
ta manufacture modemn weapons and draw
from the soul the food necessary for the
physical welfare of the nation.

I stated a few moments ago that war sbould
not becomne a pretext for misuse of autbority.
In war time, notbing is mare detrimental ta
morale, ta sound cooperation between the
administration and tbe adrninistered, ta good
will and volunùary efforts tban the misuse of
authority in miiitary affaira. Of course, war
entails certain ineonveniences and t.remend,ous
sacrifices and expenses and these very condi-
tions must forbid every abuse. For my part,
1 believe it la dangeraus ta inaug-urate bureau-
cracy e'eýn in war tirne, for it la raising a
state within tbe state, which, with time, may


