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critical times Canada has ever gone through,
and I say in the inteiests of agriculture, of
the small manufacturer, of the sinall business
man, of Canada itself, we must have a lower-
ing of interest rates in this dominion. I say
that with aIl sincerity. 1 say it as a farmer.
I have no apology to make for any votes 1
have given in favour of the national fiscal
policy of protection, but I do believe in a
quid pro quo for agriculture. The great
distance between Canada's agricultural pro-
ducers and their markets is a further handicap
to thern, whereas the manufacturer in Canada
is protected by that very handicap of distance
frorn bis competitor. The manufacturer is
protected by tariffs whicb preserve bis market
for him but the farmers cannot be protected
in their markets when they have an exportable
surplus. Therefore we mnust get that quid pro
quo by any reasonable means in order to
make our wbole social organization more suc-
cessful. I say that I believe the lowering of
interest wilI help a great deal in this terrible
financial crisis througb which we are passing.
I do nlot think there is an hon. member but
xvill agree that I arn not pleading needlessly
for agriculture, when you consider that last
year we were selling the products of our soil
for 44.9 per cent of what we sold them for
in 1926, while the manufacturer if be was
selling anything was selling bis products at
from 72 t > 96 per cent of 1926 prices.

Some hon. MEMBERS: Hear, hear.

Mr. ROWE: Mr. Speaker, I arn inclined
to have less confidence in my argument by
reason of the applause I hear from the
opposite side.

An hon. MEMBER: Corne over here.

Mr. ROWE: If what I said in the former
part of rny speech met with the same agree-
ment, my hon. friends would corne over bere.
I will say furtber with reference to the finan-
cial crisis that we have been going through
that the brunt of it at the present time is
being carrned by agriculture, the basis of the
prosperity of any country, the distress of
which is a main factor in the present depres-
sien. But I can see ne cure in the prop.osais
of those wbo want to inflate our currency sO
that no one will recognize it. As we maintain
our national financiai institutions, maintain
the credit of this country, the soundness of
its money, and help to pay the obligations of
large industrial corporations that a protective
policy fias built up, I say our quid pro quo
should be such as wil help us to maintain aur
position in the future and bring back pros-
perity to the farmers of this dominion, to the
benefit of everyone in the country.

I congratulate the government on the steps
wh*ioh they have taken. I know there is the
soldiers' pension reduction, the sugar tax and
other little tbings that might be criticized but
I do not propose to go into them. I wish
only ta warn my farmer friends on the other
side-because there are sorne of them I
would like to see corne back-when they are
considering this proposition of sugar tax and
stabilization fund, not to forget the old say-
ing that it ia possible not to see the woods
for the trees. While maintaining the financial
credit of this dominion, we should not forget
the reminder of Goldsmith that:

111 fareq the land ta hastening ilîs a prey
Where wealth accurnulates and men decay;

And I would quote bis further warning:
An honest peasantry, a nation's pride,
Once destroyed can neyer be supplied.
I think that indicates Caiiada's flrst obli.

gation at the present time. As a farmer my-
self I arn not asharned to oomlare 121w
Canadian cultivator of the soul with the bold
peasantry of whom Goldsnieh wrote. On the
other band, I can say that (ihere are many
farmers in this dominion from whorn you
have not heard. We have had petitions pre-
sented by those in the, fer corner from 6,000
farmers, but we know there are 720,000
more who have net been heard front We
know there have been a few stampedes
started and brought te the parliament build-
ings to embarrass this government by trained
agricultural politicians, but znost of the
farmers of Canada do not require organi-
zations signified by severai letters of the
alphabet to describe where they stand. The
farming claffl in Canada ame still the stable
class in Canadian citizenship, and they have
stiood this test with the sa.me fortitude and
Ioyalty as in o'tiher times of trouble. The
agricultiurists form the great muass of Cana-
dian citizenship, they constitute almost flfty per
cent o! the population and probably another
thii'ty per cent are initimately dependent upon
them. They will maintain. sound Canadian
citizenship, they will preeerve the institutions
and f orm o! governent that we have en-
joyed in the paat, and I say te ail those
interested in good government and who
cherish the institutions we have inherited
that they need not f ear that the rural part
of our population wilI be carried away by
these sîphabeticai new proposaIs. They are
nlot conoerned about sending to parliarnent
members who have searched the alphabet for
descriptive letters; these will be sent back
home and wilI never be heard of again whiie
Canadian agriculture marches on into a
brigbter and more prosperous future.


