
[COMMONS]

have impelled the Governmeut to the par- unsafe for a man to go into that country un-
ticular line of action they have taken in less he has assured at least supplies to last
this matter. In this I may be departing him a year, and the estimate is that a year's
from the usual course on the first reading supplies will average in the neighbourhood
of a Bill, but I think that the gravity of of a ton per man. Now, supposing only the
this subject and its general importance, will smallest number estimated seek to enter that
afford sufficient justification for my course ; country during this year, supposing there
and I think it will be admitted that such a should only be 50,000 going to the Yukon,
departure should rather commend itself to what would that involve? Why, It involves
the House. having regard, first, to the the transportation of 50,000 tons of supplies
urgency and next, the very great Importance of all kinds. That Is the information which
of the whole subject. Hon. members of tlis I have fron oflieial and other sources. Well,
House will recollect quite clearly that before the Government had to consider this diffi-
the close of last session. evidence was culty-the getting of 50,000 tons of freIght
pouring in upon us of the immense dis- into that country to meet the demands of
coveries of gold that were taking place in 50,000 people., with the facilities at their
the Yukon district, and returning parties disposal absolutely inadequate for the trans-
from that remote region were bringing us fer even of a considerable proportion of
the most fabuk-us aceounts of its mineral, that quantity of tonnage. I dare say
depositst. No one who is at all interest.ad that some hon. friends opposite may think
ln public affairs could fali to realize that people are not likely to go into that country
very important questions were likely to arise unless they are equipped sufficiently for
in that country in connection with these such an expedition. But that is not the re-
great goldC discoveries. The Goverunient suit of the observations of the officers of
bad. therefore, as soon as the session of the Government. People will go there
Parliament was over and it was possible -- Indifferent. eareless or thoughtless as to
for tbem to give attention to the inatter, what will be their condition when they
pressed upon their consideration the slu- get there. Each will go in the hope. per-
tion of-not one problem alone-but various haps, that there will be no scarcity of
probleims of very great magnitude. We provisions, at any rate, that there wIll al-
had to devise some means of solving the ways be a little margin for a few people,
question as to how civil government without stopping to think that there may be
should be effectively established and ear- others in precisely the sanie case.
ried on ln that region ; we had to provide Now, Sir, if this information given to us is
for the proteetion of life and property and accepted-and. as a responsible Government
the general preservation of publie order, we could not do other than accept the Infor-
and we felt that in a great measure ln-. mation we had recelved--what was the duty
volving these was the qgestion of providing of the Government ? I ask, Mr. Speaker,
proper transportition facilities into and what was the duty which devolved upon the
out of that country. It became clear to Government and what course ought we
us that we should immediately address our to take under the circumstances ? With
attention to dealing with these problems in such a probabllity staring us ln the face,
a mnanner which would be most effective could we afford to alow any time
and best proinote good government and the to be wasted ; could we allow months or
general welfare and prosperity of the coun- even weeks to go by which should be
try. In obtaining Information with re- utilized if we were to meet the demand for
gard to the probable influx of people into transportation facilities? However desirous
that country, we were led to believe that the we might be, as we ail would naturally be,
number of people who would be likely to to consult Parliament on this subject, to
seek the Yukon reglon during the present take the opinion of the representatives of
year would be exceedingly large. I be- the people and to ask authority before we
Jieve that agents of transportation compa- had in any degree committed the Govern-
nies, who have the means of acquiring ac- ment to action, could we, I say, under the
curate Information and forming a pretty circumstances ln which we were placed,
fair judgment, advised-at least some of realizing the responsibility that devolved
them did-that as many as 250,000 people upon us, do otherwise than we have
would be finding their way into the Yukon doue I put this strongly, 1 desire ta put
country during the present year. Others It strongly, because thc facto admit of aur
conneeted with transportation compantes dolng so. Under the cireumstanoes. with the
alo did not form so high an estimate ofiacts we had before us, with the knowl-
the probable numbers, but a large propor- edge we possessed, no course was open
tion of them, at all event., put the figure at but that of prompt, mmediate and ln-
100,000, and none, so far as my information stant action. If we had failed-iet me put
goes, put it as low as â0.000. that to bon. gentlemen who surrountime-M

Now, what does the influx of such a num- we had faîied ln aeting upon cur knowledge
ber of people mean tu transportation require- and convIon ltM regard, sbould we
mets? Why, the statement le made by ofi- fot have been unworthy of confidence?
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