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the exception of the dinner lour, we were ion given by thel on. Minister of Finance.
treated to a succession of kaleidoscopie Barring a little item with rt.ference to the
variations-dissolving views, as is suggested $2,394,000of the Quebee subsidies. an w hich,
by an hon. friend behind me--which cer- after a question from nyself. the hon. gentle-
tainly had tihe effect of keeping us awake ;man and myself agreed in, across the floor of
because at no one particular point in the ad- :the Ilouse. there is nothing I would have the
dress was any person able to conclude what least disposition to tind fault with, and I am
would be the uext stepl in the programme. happy to know that the Liberal-Conserva-
The arguments certainly did not lack in uive Governmient. whilch was in.power in
diversity. True to thenselves and to their this country fromn 1878, vent out of power
party history, the CGovernmnent of my hon. with a record on its financial side so well-
friend the Prime Minster carried into their grounded and favourable as that which bas
taritf to the very end that same delightful been given to us by the Finance Minister of
love of ehange and variety, that saie in-Ille day inseif wiîh retèrence to iSt9-90.
deliniteness and uncertainty. whieh in the As if lie intended to knuckeover
hast six years. to go no further back, hasIli order Io bave Ile pleasure of pick-
been one of the chief characteristies of the iig-hutuseif np, he gave b1s oWfl

parly then in Opposition, and now occupy- answer to ail tLat radier longanditediuus
ing the Treasury benches ; and to-day Idabout tbe utter lallure of the
doubt if there is a single man sitting on National Licy andthe bitter (lisapp,)int-
those benches who up to this hour has any ment that it bad been to bbe country, by
detinite idea of what is either the scope of showing. uinier tbe testimony and seal of
that tariff or what its effeet will be upon the publie documents, tbat in its elgiteenti
the industries of ibis country. I have to year of work, after a period of great de-
confess candidly that I have not been able pression extending frorn 1890 to 1895, the
to muake upi miy mind yet on these particu- state of tie revenue. the state of bie fnan-
bars. either of then. I know I am at a ces, the ste uf tie country were. iu every
disadvantage in attemipting to criticise the respect, what a conservative and honourable
tariff presentation of yesberday ; for up to Finance Minister ould haraceterize as o-
the hresent fiie 1 arn itbout a sigit of ing firuti and as showing boti buoyancy and
one -si--ngie resolution or item which was expansion. so far as te revenue and the
brougit down yesterday hy tie Finance trogress of thwioutryareceon1erned.
Minister. Neither in manuusript nor in Wbat dses that show acordingc to the sl er
print have 1 been -ti abie to sec il wiereI oero thelion. Finance Miister hic-
ould authoritatively place rny fingers upon -self ? Firstliti an expediture has made

it and know that1 would be certain in di- il that year of $alth re) less tand hadiesti-
recring rilicisut upon any one item. Con- naed lfor di bt Budget tfatie preedtng
trary 10 ail precedent in this House, and I year. $900,*)0t lss than t thecu y iy
believein any otiierconstitutionaly gov-swinere brougit down antinpassyd and plaed
rned Britishtassehubly. the items were b dotic do exlld. au in(s tless

even ail read. Tey were surred ove, some tian waos expended r aeat e Gover -
parts given, and some fsot given, some read iet f ibthe yeareein siving for ever
in t and sone ahhowed to go without a quietues lo the argucoent, whiei basebeen
reading. until as 1say,, it is practically ver wd over again advauiced by hon. gen-

tterly impossible for any one at ts pre- tFien opposite, tat le Liberal-Conserva-sent ltinte to say eia isthe tarigf. owaf ive party iad playedwi oth fnancy
are li different itebs and rates, and wiat le country recklessly wheu ponitical con-
are ie tendency and scope of ite changes tests were soning ami political support had
piat have beeut nade. Under these ireui- to e aled thpon. Inania lasiyear, 189-96,
stanes I mushor ertainly direct uy crlesn slae revae wsamIe lu wildin. of what
to ahe geneal hies-ou wil blot cain ii in had estiiated i , and would have reached
lrinciples-wicbi underie t s tari f re- my es irae if il ad not been for tcun-
rsroan. fortunate apple oftiscord whiahton. gen-
But efore I go to ear ctihave a word or wemen opposite, by ae stand ey took in

two to sar.y withreference d otiefirst part than walectios xpeitertae inmJune. 18,
of the geseedh yeserday, in relation o te tew into the business arena. aising uncer-
finances of ie country. I fear that t aere aity. causig nien umbet, wcuth s in their
win n be a untle divergence of opinion be- over and tor aaind waiel b(imiiihed the
tween iheMinister of Finance and mysef revenue by lie fear of an eveutuality whi e
wet treferene to t oucorieof the t pocur. ir. t showed more than that.
auretnt year aitofm ae suceeding year. It thowe a defclest whic, l itic ean and
1 alit happy lu kna-w that we agree pretty dpesn years. aI first dnounted 10 1,

elotely upon tec outome cof 1895-h. There 2S.O0and tien lu S4.190,0OO, a deficit. be It
h a reason for that. Te firures were ail remembered. wici was ony possible by te
town and in eand and printed. and speula-ttacyrtiia large reductiois were made upon

lih wgas practically ontside 0f tw c question. raw sugr. and that eoulsequently the de-
Bti referene to the year 1,895-96. there Is fleit d orie public was repesented by a Cor-

nothing a al lithaI I ean find fault with. if responding ain lu lie poekets of lie people
o wre disposei l dyoI. in bi presenta- th tiri thc non-imposition of tic heavy


