
In addition to solving her immediate problems, Canada must be prepared to
face the coming challenges of the post industrial era. This calls for a systematic

appraisal of Canadian society and of the basic principles that are to guide it.
During the past twelve months, the Government has begun this lengthy task.
During this session a number of reports and white papers will be presented as

part of a comprehensive revision of Government policy. You will thus be invited
to examine the Government's findings concerning external affairs, defence, tax
reform, citizenship, social security, information, and postal service.

In these documents the Government will define its goals and the means by
which it proposes to achieve them, but it believes there is also a need for in-
formed public discussion before bills are drafted in their final form, and before

any far-reaching measures are taken.

A more intensive consideration of national policies by Parliament is in keep-
ing with the spirit of the recent reforms in the rules of the House of Commons.
These new rules will demonstrate that Parliamentary traditions can adapt to the

changed circumstances of contemporary life while continuing to respect the
fundamental principles of popular representation.

They are evidence of our common desire to modernize our institutions so

that they will satisfy the needs and aspirations of our citizens, and thus enable
us to work together in harmony and with renewed energy to ensure the pro-
gress and greatness of Canada.

Members of the House of Commons:

During this session, you will be asked to grant the necessary funds for the

services and expenditures authorized by Parliament.

Honourable Members of the Senate:

Members of the House of Commons:

The Prime Minister will lay before you today a list of bills that will be sub-

mitted to you during the session.

May Divine Providence enlighten your deliberations.

The Commons withdrew.

His Excellency the Governor General was pleased to retire.

The sitting of the Senate was resumed.

The Honourable Senator Langlois presented to the Senate a Bill S-1,
intituled: "An Act relating to Railways".

The Bill was read the first time.
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