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I do not minimize th- resistance which still has to be overcome
put I do maintain that to date Yery remarkable progress has been schieved
and thet we go forward in good heart to complete a task which is in the
interest of all peoples and to the real advantage of all metions.

I turn back now to the esrlier history of these matters to re-
count to you something of what has taken place.

The whole business of the development and use of atomic energy
is of special interest to the members of this audience, for Canada was
very closely associzted with the United Kingdom and the United States in
the project which resulted in the first use of atomic energy in war - a'
use which I would observe was decisive in bringing to a quick end Japan-
ese resistance in their home islands and the consequent surrender of
all their forces throughout the” theatre of operations. Thus the first
use of atomic energy in war wiil aiways be associated in our minds with
a proper ending to the world wide ordeal to which we were subjected in
Worid War II - a struggle in which our conceptions of right and Jjustice -
and the principles of our way of life had been placed in peril by the :
evil which the Axis autocracies had sought to impose on the world. ¥

o In the last phase of World Wer II our 6th Canadian Division,

which following v ctory in Europe wgs being organized in Canada, was des- 3
tined Ior tne ussault landings in Jupan and would heve taken part in the
heavy battles which would have followed. The success of the atomic bombs
thus suvea Laznada from Very many casualties and thus their first use to
end & tyranny and to restoee peace is for us a good augury into the fu-.
ture; we mey well look forward to the applicstion of atomic energy to

~ the peacefui progress of tne world and to the contribution which this

. mey make 10 the huppiness and welfare of men of good will everywhere.

The evidence shows clearly that the possibilities for the. bene-
ficiel peaceful uses of utonmic energy are literally incalculable. 1In
medicine - in chemistry - in biology - tools of such novelty and power
and aptness to the task in hand, that wherever they have been freecd for
- use, the frontiers of knowledge are being pressed back and the vistas of

human understanding widened in a most remarkable fashion.

In Ceznada the inspiring task of leading and stimilating these
developments and nelping the research workers at our universities in
their endeavours has been given to the “ational Research Council. The
Council has been made the operating gutnority for the Atomic “nergy Con-
trol Bosrd with jurisdiction over the plants which have een erected at

Chalk River. The work in hand there will t.herefore be made to contribute
directly in the search for new knowledge.

“e woula ke very Rapyy 1naeed to give the freest informatiom *
about this hopeful work but unfortunately as matters stand it is not in
all fielas thut there is freedom of use or to give information. Ner can
this pe so at present, for the materials which release atomic energy
fuve & dual cnaracter. They are useful in the peaceful arts but they are
i}lso EOst nighly dangerous and in the hands of unscrupulous persons, even

2 compsratively minute quantities, their pessession may be a terrible
Uenace to our Security. '
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. It 1s for this reuson that in all matters related to atomic ener-
| & the requirements of nutional defence must take precedence and there

' %0 be no corpromise of security until the position has been made safe

¥ Beans of an international agreement for the control of atomie energy
ileh will give acceptable ssfeguards enforceable with certainty.

The limiting factor on the peaceful development of atomic ener-
%7, Perticulurly in its application to power and other large uses, is
% absence of this international agreement for its control and
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