
G. Conclusions

While the intent here is flot to summarize the findings and perspectives that emerge from the

attaehed papers, several of the main or recurring points are worth noting.

I. First, the papers are frank in their expression of serious doubts about the efficacy of
direct conditionalit>'. While the analyses and assessments var>', it is flot overstating the point to

report that a key view reflected in these papers is that among Southern NGOs or NGO

communities, while strongly sharing or endorsing the dual policy objectives of enhancing the

effectiveness of ODA and promoting reductions in militar>' spending, there is significant

skeptlcism concerning the likely effect of aid conditionalit>' as a means of promoting

consrutve changes in securit>' policy and practice ini developing countries. It is pointed out that

securiy policy and levels of military spending are the product of a wide range of local, national

anid reglonal conditions. External political and economic pressures that do flot address these basic

conditions will not be effective in producing either new securit>' policies or ini shifting the levels
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