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MEREDITH, John (John Meredith Smith) (Cooed) 	 • 
• 

the Isiacs:GalIery Was reviewed, by Harry Malecilinson' as f011oWS ittleredith it a. 
Painters painter. His work makes no external references to nature or to the com. 
mercial, world or to style vogues. It is Concerned solely and exchisiYely With the 
solving of forntal painting problem's. In  this exhibition, Meredith intrOducei linear, 
lasso-like shapes and ladder shaPes into  a painting space, 'and ,then by daringh, 
origirtai, color juxtapositions chargea the shapes with painting vitality» His other 
solo Shows .  include Blue Barn Gallery, Ott., (1965 ) ; Isaacs'Gallery (1967, 69). It 
was  about  this time that .Barry Lord' wrote a definitive artiele in artscanada 
Meredith in which he explained .that the artist first produces a:coloured ink drawing 
with pencil, of the design he is to make - into a full size painting by making squares. 
over the original design and transferring the design to larger .squares drawn' on the 
larger. canVas.- Some of his canvases  are  eight feet square and larger. Lord also 
explained how Meredith prOdUces his various effects and cOnClUded .his.article as 

'Meredithisn't comfortable with intégpretation -S Of flis work as an exten. 
sion Of abstract expressioniam or anything else, although his uses of ColOur and line. 
are eVidently runly rooted • in the discoveries Of Pollock and GOiky. A • long tinie 
coming to recognition as a major : painter even in Tdr.onto, he has now reached the• 
comfortabk stage Of 'selling paintings directly from his Studio, and atlast is 
regulariy ,..included in Canada 's, international. shows.. But .he y is not anXiotis to bc 
undetstoOd' A eonsiàent Son of the„age of heroic - individUalistu in art, he  values  his 
uniquenesi,:as: . inan and painter: 'Don 't try to explain .  it all aWity,' he adviSed ine." 
The most recent  discussions  of this artist appear in Williani ■VithrOW's9  C',onterit-
pora6' Canadian Painting (1972). and Paul Duval s' °  ihntel)ëcades - (1972). 'His 
important group : shows . include: Méntreal SPring . ShoW, (196 1) Detroit  Cultural 
'Centre: (1963): -Canadian Art Today"., :Univ. Waterloo, 'Ont. 090, 64,. 
Albright-Knox Art . Gallery., Buffalo, Nev  York (1963. 64);: SiXtli .  Biennial 
,bition- .;of Canadian Painting (1965 ); ;international Biennial:Paris, France (196 5 ) . 
Tenth  Winnipeg  Show (1966); "Çanadian Art of Our  Time "67"', Winnipeg (1967, 
"Nine''Canadians7. Inst. .of. Conteinporaiy Art. Boston ( 1967); `• 'Canada  :'67.", 
Union Çarbide Bldg— N.Y  (1967)  Eight Artists front Canada". Tel:AYiy Museum 
(1970); . , Toronto .Pair ing  1953-1965."„NGC,. Ott.- (1972) 4nd.otheis. Meredith I( 
represented M the ..following collections: Vancouver  Art GallerY ...Norman Mackenzie 
Àrt. Gallery. Regina. Sask.:.  Willistead . Art, Gai:, Windsor,". Ont.; University -  of • 
WatérlOo. Ont:: -Art Gallery of Ontario; Agnes Etheringtoli' . Art •  Centre. Queen7. 
Vniv,..Kingston. (int.: National GallerY•  of Canada, Ott 1  he  Canada COuncil • 
ColleCtion., Ott.: Islontreal. Museum  Of Fine Arts, Mtl.. P.Q.; Confederation Art 
.Ga11ez & MuSeum, prE:1.; Museum  'Of Modern Art. NYC: and . the  private  
colJeCtions of Mrs.. Samuel 3: Zack's,. Tor,; Mi. & Mrs-. Avraiii lsaacs, Tor.; Jessie & 
PerçYi vaxer.. Co llection  Tor.; Mi..& Mis. F,dWard Levy. , Tdr.; Dennis' Reid, Ott ; 
GoYernor Nelson ,A. Rockfeller, NYC; and manyotheii: In 1968  he Married  Ursula  • 
Kellet,of Toronto -.' ' 	• 	• 	, 	• 	• 	:• 	• 	. 
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