(M. Iscraclyan, USSR)

And finally, the author draws the following conclusion:

“"To prevent a new arms race in space, the United Stotec must shift course. It
must susp-na testing of anti-sate=llite weapons ana start negotizticns to halt
the furtl . developmernc of them, and give up the co-tly futile and dangcrous
purcuit of Star Waurs' missile defences".

[Speakins in Russiani I share the views of the autiior of thi:z article, and
should like¢ to point out thnat whether Arbass2cdor Mieldz wished it or not, today he
has been drawn into a discussion of the di .t Soviet treaty on tho nen-use of forec in
outer space and frcm space agzinst the Eartl . This is merely an illustration of thc
fact that both the 3ovict draft and th. issue itsclf are of crucial topicality, and
that the draft may be the basis of nuzotiations. :

I should like to point out here that many cther dclegations have publicly, at
the meetings of the Conference, and in tallke with us put forward their cemzrks,
obscrvations and even amendrents concerning the Sovict draft. Surely 211 this indicates

-

that the timc has come for negotiztion: toumorrow m2y be tou late.
Finally, I cannot pass over in silence something to which I have heard references
too often: I mean the so-czlled fres presse. T pezd thie “free press”, which every
jay throws mud at uy country, my Motherland, my people; the “fro: press’, in which a2
good word is rarely found for the Soviet Unicn. No wne should w=it for the day when
Izvestiya would publish articics criticizing the position of the Scviet Government on
the issue that outer space should be peaccful. That will not nappan. The Soviet:
people wants outer space to bec peaceful, antd only articles to that cffect appear in
Izvestiva. Eut to have 2 correct perception of the Soviet press, I would strongly
urge you; including my colicague from the United States, to rezd that press better.

If you did so, -ynu would Kknow that it contains 2 consideradle amount cof critieal
matzprial concerning various aspects of the 1ife and activitics of the Soviet people.
The Soviet people is a self-critical pedple; 2and our press LS self.aritical. But to
publish articles and reports which run ccunter te the spirit of the people, which has
suffered from war, which athors war, to publish articl:s which 2are at variance with
the feclings of other neoples, which also cz21l for a pezezful outer space, for a
frecze, for a meratorium .- demznds shared by the American pecople and by all the
‘peoples of the carth -- that is something the Soviit prass will not dc.

.I apologisc, Mr. President, for heving had to dwell on this question. It is one
often raiscd in this Conference. As you know, the Scviut delegation endeavours not
to involve in the Conferencc's wori issucs which ar. not concernzd with disarmamuent.
I belicve, however, that my cnllcagues ©ill understand mc. From time €O time
unjustified and gracuitous reproaches hove been addressed to the Scviet pauple and
its press av this Confercnce. I considered it my duty to reply o them.




