
10. The members of the Alliance consider that the will to 
combine their efforts to ensure their common defence obliges 
them to maintain and improve the efficiency of their forces and 
that each should undertake, according to the role that it has 
assumed in the structure of the Alliance, its proper share of the 
burden of maintaining the security of all. Conversely, they take 
the view that in the course of current or future negotiations 
nothing must be accepted which could diminish this security. 
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11. The Allies are convinced that the fulfilment of their 
common aims requires the maintenance of close consultation, 
co-operation and mutual trust, thus fostering the conditions 
necessary for defence and favourable for détente, which are 
complementary. In the spirit of the friendship, equality and 
solidarity which characterize their relationship, they are firmly 
resolved to keep each other fully informed and to strengthen 
the practice of frank and timely consultations by all means 
which may be appropriate on matters relating to their common 
interests as members of the Alliance, bearing in mind that these 
interests can be affected by events in other areas of the world. 
They wish also to ensure that their essential security relation-
ship is supported by harmonious political and economic 
relations. In particular they will work to remove sources of con-
flict between their economic policies and to encourage 
economic co-operation with one another. 


