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Charles Dickens.

Charles John Huffam Dickens was born at Land-
port, a suburb of Portsmouth, February 77th, 1812,
His father was a clerk in the Navy Pay Office. In
childhood, Dickens was little and sickly, much given

to reading and observation, and not strong enough .

for the games in which other boys delighted. He
attended a private school, but when in his ninth
year his father removed to London, his school-
days came to an end. The family became involved
in money difficulties. Their home was in Camden
Town, one of the poorest districts in London. Here
Charles made those sad little journeys to the pawn-
shop and the second-hand dealers which he
describes in David Copperfield, and gained by
painful experience that insight into the life of
the London poor which he afterwards made use of
in producing those lifelike pictures in his stories.
After many unsuccessful attempts to make a
living for his family, his father, was thrown
into the Marshalsea Prison for debt. After a
time the family came to live with him, except
Charles, who had obtained service in a blacking
factory managed by a relative of his father.
This was a period on which Dickens in after life
could never bear to look back, not that he was ill-
treated or overworked. On .the contrary, he was

respected in the place, and known as “the little

gentleman.” It was the humiliation of such work
with such associates. He says: “I had no assis-
tance from Monday morning to Saturday night, no
advice, no counsel, no encouragement from anyone
I can call to mind, so help me God.”

He lodged in a house in Camden Town, kept by
an old lady, the original of Mrs. Pipchin in Dombey
and Son. He took his meals, for part of the time,
with the family in the Marshalsea. An agreement
was reached between the father and his creditors,
and he was released from prison. The affairs of
the family now began to improve. A legacy was
left them by a relative, and Charles was taken from
his mean employmert and sent to school, on leav-
ing which he became a clerk‘in an attorney’s office
in Gray’s Inn. '
self shorthand, and in 1831, at the age of nineteen,
he left the law office and became a parliamentary
reporter for the London Morning Chronicle. His
fluency of expression and power of rapidly grasp-

ing the leading features of a speech, combined with .

his quick work as a shorthand writer, gained him

" .

During his leisure he taught him- -

aladmgposxtmnamongparhamentatyw
of the day. In 1831 he made his first literary

venture, dropping, with fear and trembling, a short
article into the letter-box of the proprietors of the -
Old Monthly Magazine. It was accepted, to his
great joy, and other articles followed. In M
these were collected and published under the title
Sketches by Bos. In the same year  Pickwick
Papers was begun, and Dickens became the ‘editor
of Bentley's Miscellony, and left off lus wo:‘k u
parliamentary reporter, ;
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