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l 1lad it net bei that tAie railway eonlpany have already,

aas 1 ami informed, paid, veî*Y dearly for their otfence, a sulu

probably a hundred lîimes' the' inoîîey they would niakeý out

of the freight on suchi material in a yeuxr, tue tine whiichi 1

rhuuld imoe(the only ptinishnient in niy power) w»ýuld

hrave been a %ery large one.

It i,,, however, riglit that 1 should consider and 1 shall

consider tht' faet, if it be the' tact, that the' railway coiiip.iiv

hiave alrevady paid ont large suinsî of money throughi this

aeçident and wihl prohahly he obliged to pay o>ut further

hunis Therefore, il 1 rni furnished in soîne officiaI form,

in stuch a way' thiat it inay go on recordl. and not be gainsaid

at a1ny fuitu1re tiie, with evidenuu that th,' railway company

hiave expended a large suni, and ai stiiI4iein of the' aniount

they have expended, 1 shall takeý ltat into, consideratiîon in

fixi'ng thel aniount of the' fille, whidî I shall in the exerucise

of nay dty impose on tlîns railwayv eoi1lpaiIy. That cannut

b. furnishied nrie to-day, 1 take it, and uioreoverd~t is, a mat-

ter ini which I do not want to act hiastily. Lt is not am though

à crime hiad beci' conmitted. yestocrdai\ and îniut lx, punî,,ised

to>-day '. 1 wsnit to acf with ducý delibvrat ion and care-, a-s 1

be-lievei this is about the first case, of the kind. ini our uriminal

records."

In respecti of tlw first ground urged, namel 'v, that thie

prime cause of the accident was th i defective conditionî of

the explosive, 1 refuse to give the' slightest weighit to any

such -onsidi-ratioii. Ilailwa-y companie., are, for t1e he'nttit

of the public, granted extraordinary power,. and the înst

be lheld Io a strict account as to the maniner in NiichI they

perfori thev servicesý- for the performance of which t.hey' are

granted suchi powers. 'Iliey xnust be held to know that o -

times expIosivesý like eve'ry other conimodity, are not ývr «

well made, but defective, and they must entirely 4sitisfV

theýn-seives of the safety of what they carry, or use other

means for the protection of the public. In rny view. it la

not $00 much to require of a raIxw1ay company, if it persies

in carry- ing explosives, to do so only in cars, made for the

express piIrpose, in a train on whic-h no other frcight or- pan.-

sengers are carried, and accompanied by a pers>n, who iinder-

stands hiow to deal with sucli explosives, if by any chanc-c

there should be a leaking or should other trouble ensite.

This would cost money-but an accident such as t.his costs


