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go'od offic 5es to have easements exciuded fromn applica-
tions or expropriation matters ln cities and towns."

To meet the point, and as Sir James Lougheed explained,
'that the public may be proteeted,' the foiiowing amend-
ment to section 199 of the bill ws.s lnsertpd:

"Provided that no interest in land iess than a fes
simple interest shall be acquired Without the consent
of the owner except upon leave of~ the Board, and.
upofl such terrns and conditions as the Board may
Impose."

An expression of opinion from the Unifon upon this
arnendmnent is suggested, Other amendments were offered
by the Executive of the Union, but as thlese will corne up
again next session 1 need not dilate upon themn. In closing
niy references to this subject may I urge thaît overy muni-
cipality uiiould cnstitUte itseif a vigilance coMmittee in
the matter of lèglelation affecting the. common Weil,
whether introduced into the. Dominlin Parliament or the
Provincial legisiaturos. The, office,'s of the Union do
their best, but littie impression cani b. made by two or
tiiree men unlesa the munliPalities heartilY co-oporato.
It iu crily by constant pressure exercised upon Parlia-
mentar~y representativ.e tiiot they can b. brought to re4ae
the. significance of the principles involved. Curranle famn-
ous sentence that "eternal vigilance is the price of liberty,,?
lu s applicable to municipalitis as to anY other close in~
the communlty.

The bill to extend the charter of the Toronito, Niagara &
Western Railway Company, a subsidiary* Company of the.
Canadian Northern Ralway Company, which bas been
the subject of splrlted discussions during the past two
years, was passed. Opposition to the, measure laPs.d when
the. Miniuter of Railways, Hon. J. D. Reid, arn4ounced tiiat
the, Railway now belongs to the POOPISe Of Canada and
would b. subject to the control of the, Dominion Parlia-
ment fromi now on. The cities of Toronto and Hamilton
withdrew tiroir objections on the assurance that their rights
were fully protected.

The bill to Increase the. capital stock of the Ottawa Gas
Company from $2.000.000 to $5,000,000 occupled the. atten-
tion of the Private Bulis Committee for three <laYs. The
application was Iceenly remlsted bY the Corporation of the
City oif Ottawa. The Company la the sieter corporation of~the Ottawa. Electric Company, the. two cOncerns being
controlled by the Ottawa. Light, Heat, and Power Company.
The Electric Company has to face the comPetition of tire~Municipal Electric Plant (Hydro-Electric), but the Gao
Company le a monopoly, the. charter, wiricii was granted
In 1865. being a perpetusi one, Besides lts Present autiror-
ized qtock Issue o'f 92.000.000 the. Ottawa Gao Coron-.., i-..
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incor'pcirated by federal statute Muet, so far as rates are
concerned, be %subject to the Board of Raiiway 'Commis-
sioners, the point raised by counsel for the city of Ottawa
would be met. The Company, It lo admitted, dosa not
seem to hjave abused Its franchise, bu.t the city simply
desires 'to guard against the possibilIty of such a thing
happening,

Incorporation w*s granted to the Canadian Niagara
Bridge Company, the provisional dIrectors of which are
stated to be The Right Honorable Baron Shaughnessy,
K.C.V.O., of Montreal; Alfred H. Smith, of Chappaqua, N.Y.;
John N. Beckley, of Rochester, N.Y.; Edwin Cahili, K.C., of
Hamdilton, Ont., and William Torrance, oif Toronto. The
Company proposes to construct a new International bridge
across the Niagara River at some convenient point b.-
tween Chippawa and Port Erie, on the Canadian aide, to
the opposite aide of the river ln the State of New York.
The Ontario Hydro-Electre 'Commission dld not obJeet
to the bridge, provlded ýthat It was placed two miles up
stream from, Chippawa Creek. The company agreed to this
proposai. The new bridge ls to be open to the use of ail
rallways. After some discussion tiie RailwaY Committe
decided tir&t a way for general traffic muet be provided
Iwhen the bridge is bullt.

An amendment was Inserted In tihe' bill provIding that
the boulevard cf the Niagara Falls Park Commii.sion
must not b. interfred with except with the consent of thre
Park Commissioners, and failing an arrangement with
the Commussioners the Plans wlll be subject to the approval
of the Dominion Railway Board. The bill furtiier provcles
that tihe conlpany may unîte wlth any company or compan-
les incorporatd under the laws of Canada or -the United
States ln b1ulding or maintainlng the bridge%. This was not
obJected to, b~ut the Joint borrowlng powers oif the united
comrpanies was limi ted to elght million dollars.

The bill contains the usual provision that the, bridge
muqt b. commenced wlthin two years, and compliéted wlth-
ln five years.

The application of Tii. Be lIevllIe-Prince Edward Bridqe
Company for authority te Increase tire toila to be clharged
to persons using the, bridge was strenuously resistp.d bythe munlclpality of Belleville and tire coiunties of Prince
Edward and Hastings. Tire bill was ref.rr.d to a sulh-
comnmittee cf the Private Bills Cormtt(e, and bpfop the
neaeure was passed It was amend'ed bv p)erMlttln1r Rn

Inore&se of tolls oif 50 par cent. inqtpa<i of lnn p-r eL'nt An
imDortant 'asnndment was lns.ertpd n)rnvilinoe tit tb. r'ty
of Belleville ani! the conntips of HaqtinsL-R einr Prîn<p I-¶
ward, and anv other muiniclpality lnteretp<¶. menv' 1ýrpo11
potifylng the Bridge Company. ln writIn, wif bf3, si- rti
from the date of the paqFsinz of tieampininL Act <f4th
May, 1918) purchiure the. bridge and aDproei'u-.q fn. th(-e
s"umn cf $72MO0. Thise purchase must be conipletped witl"1n
one year frors tb- d4ate of the. paesing of tire Art. WMitl
tis amendaient tire bill pasçed. In any ent thre new
tariff of tollq tal<es effect after tire 24tir of Aiiemwt.

Thre bill1 respectine Tlhe Toronto, Hamiltnn and Re-44Flo
Rallway Companv- which confirmq an airprenient witi tire
Hamilton and Dundas Street Railwav Cornnanv. wiq the
,qubieot of controverqY Iast yeRr. thre azreAroent Mrne oh-
iertionable to tire town oif Durde.e qilire Is iqA¶-or~the maqtter irad been linder nezotiation bhetween tire townr
and tire roompanv. and thre aereeme.nt re1ch'dl led to the
lnýertIon In tire bill of a eanisa l,ý4
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