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Mark on y'our calendar the dat
Cernent Exhibitionl, Mardi lst to fit
parcd to become a member of the A
co-operation is needeci.

E DITO RIAL

\Vithin a few days Canada's first
tiou and Exhibition will beý in full swing
couducted during the pasýt by variou
tions in the United Statsý hiave, in
highly successful. Tbhey have, and
desired end of educating the general pi
anid concrete fines. It Îs with this cil

the Cernent and Concretc Associatîini
foundation for this, its ÎTiit ".11
organizations, the edlucational sidi>s
and the Association be keo-it from comi
so apt to prox e detrîienit to its best
thing points to a big attendance
Convention.

Had a prophcy heeni made, even
the ccrncnt industr'y wo\(uld reacb the-
occupy the place in the building w
to-day, it would doubtless have been
rision. The history of this wonderful
every country bas been'one of rapid
\-clopinent. The tide of its expansion h

yerto year, until tu-day one hardly d~
dvel(-opments or place a limit on its
aichievemnents. The worid's output of
duriug the last decade bas increased
is particularly marked in Canada and
where many new plants bave been etre
enlarged. Wbile the recent financia
sohered the imaginations of many, the
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cation that the supply and market of the future bas been
overestimated. In the eastern countries the spread of

tttt Iiebit-0 tc trade is becoming particularly noticeable. Many
WINNIPEG countries that bitherto, have imported the cernent required

for home consuimption are erccting plants for manufac-
Ilon, oeasideration, ture, a fact wbiçb must possess conisiderable significanceý
grent and grOWlInt for foreîgn shippers. The production of cernent in

America bas now reachcd the enormous figure of upwards
of fifty million barrels annually, wbile twenty years ago

nuRci, STREEgT ToiRoNTO not over forty thousand tons of Portland cernent wvere
xv, LiiwrTzo. manufactured. Few industries have made so remarkale1,

progress. The advance has been smooth and even, uin-
oeMain, 7404. marked by setbacks and devoid of the usual ailternaitions

of prosperity and adversity, characteristic of other in-

Cioou>,LL, Business an dustries. The recent depression has, however, had its
effeet on the cernent manufacturers, many of whom have

]LOING.called a hait, in some cases for an indefinite tirne. Ini th,-
scrarnble for business they bave hovered around the

e in advance: cost mark. Wbile competition and close prices benefit
$1.00 per annurn. the comm unity, excessive lowering of prices cannot per-

$1.50 44manently endure. Tbe inactivities in tbe building trade
are sufllciently depressing to rnanufacturing interests

:ATION. without undue price lowering, and, wbile low prices have
undoubtedly irnproved quality, the margin of profit bas
been reduced aecordingly. Prices will doubtless crnme to

h tlie Head Office by a level ultimately, as there does not seern to be adei,
on the part of any of the Canadian cornuanies to create
a pre-eminent hold on, tbe market.

e of the Toronto_____
h, and corne pre-
ssodîation. Your The flfth annual convention and exhibition of the,

National Association of Cernent Users was held in Cleve-
land, Ohio, during the week of January i th, this year.
In the matter of attendance, excellence of the papers and
calibre of the contributions, and dignity which char-
acterized the discussions, the Association bas little cither

~emet Coven- to regret or to apologize for. Its aims at gathering,
C.Teexbtonsn valuiable data for thle use of its, members, at dissemînating

authoritative inform-ation, at standardizing practice and
scernent associa- specifications goes steadily on. Its task in these fields

rnost cases, beeïi i s a large one, because it is dealing witb a new and com.-
are, attaining the paratively unknown material, but it is undertaking it with
ublîc along cernent intelligence and carrying it through as expeditiously and
)ject in view that as thorougbly as can wvell be expected. Ail parts of
)f Caaalaid thé Canada and the United States wvere represented on tbe
)rt. Like sirnîlar floor of the Convention. President Humphrey is an out-
ould predominate, standing figurec. Ais a presiding oflicer he is ideal. Witb
rnercial influenices, hirn the work of tlic chairman is a serious and responsibItk
rnterests. Evr- matter. Irrelex ant matters are never introduced. Dig-

ind a sucessful nified, couirteou)s, anid firm, he holds the discussion to theý
subject un ider ciÎderaition, is prompt in bis rulings, andlc
rarely ma;kes ani error of judgment. In colisequence, theý

buiesbefore the bouse is expeditiously band(ledi, and
sdecade ago, that none of the ConNention's lime is lost in di-scussions
proportions anld foreign to the maitter in hand. The programme covered

)rld that it holds almost theentire field. The President's address was, il)
receýived w\itb de- brief, a plea for f'ireýproof building construction. Mr.
material in niearly Morris, B3ostonl,contribted,( a timely article on the artistic,
progress, and de- possibilities of ari isone. Excellent papers by M'r.
as flow,ýed on frorn Leonlard Wason, Boston ; Henry G. Quimby, Phila..
ares prediet future deliphlia, ,,nd En1ijie (,. Perrot, Philadeiphia, on the costs

possibilities and of conc-rete sýtructure2s, elicited sorne livel'y discussion.
Portland cernent Howcecr, one cou11l not help but think that the pro-.

enormously. This grammeiL erred by a-ttemnptinig too mnuch. The dsusos

the United !States, while usually spried cwre oftenýi, because of the press

cted and old ones of tuev, uinfortunately very brie!. T'he projctlion lantern

1 depression bais 'was largely emnployed. The Cormittee onInuae

re seerns no Îndi- Laws, and Ordinances pr-etsented an initer'im report wvhic'h


