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truth. Lt is by the study of tlic varied character of Ibis
expression, thc formn in xvbicb il is notilded and tbe style
that characterî7es it ail, that %ve g~ain a linmîted ktiotviedIgL
of the personality of a poet.

Wben we approacb thec study of tbe personality of
Scott, as reveale(1 in bis poerns, we ai once perceive that
his field is wide. Hle saw the strengtb of tlic coînbined
treatment of tbe burnan eicment witb the natural wvorlt1,
and, indeed, has an occasional vague and suggestive refer-
ence to the unseeca. Truiy, here is extensive treatnment,
but possibly tbe cxtensiveness bas been ai the cost of
ffineness and delicacy of toucb in the ail important detaii.

If can be justly claîmed that Scots treatiment of tlie
burnan elemnent is of adequate fuiness to imeet bis require
ments ; but bere it is wbercin lies the fact aI once signiti-
cant ani interpretative of tbe autbor s personality. Along
witb tbe atlPquaeJ/ of treatinent tinust go tlic wortlî or great-
ness of the object treated, wbien determining an aulthor's
power. The ligbtly drawn cliaraciers of comiedy arc the
fit representatives of tbe toibles of hurnanity, but a dcep)
and deterrnining force in buinan existence înust bave a
range and fulness of power sncb as we find in trage(iy.
This fact, tben, is apparent witlî regard 10 Scott, that lie
bas treated adequateiy %vbiat lie cbose, but bis choice is
comparatively iow down the scale Character witl in R is
revealed more througbi description ilian tbrough fic con-
crete and more artistic rnetbod. [lis ebaracters iack tlic
poientiai ,-tliat posiiivenes;s of existing character-because
they are flot tbe iife-blood of experience alike bitter and
sweet. Scott couid not bave writteîî, - 'Fli rest is si-
lence," becauise snicb a conclusion xvouid bave been incon-
sisient wbere ebaracters do liot attaiti even tlie liited
pbilosopbic introspection of Slh ilespeare's lîistoricai char.
aciers, flot 10 mention those of the tragredy.

Scott's creations do riot act out of any compiexity of
motives, being in this respect a perfect cornmnentary on
their creator. l'le pensive mood of a Jiarniet f*tund no
place in Scott's Utopia-if, indeed, lie iîad one au ail -but
that bis love and deliit in mari was cenired chiefly in tlic
accomplisbment of the lieroic we can sec front the sym-
pathetic portrayal of a WVilli4mi o! Delor iice Hlence il is
that bis works arc not repiete with aphorismns in-licative of
an intimate knowiedge of bumant experience, ethicai, ai
least, if not oestlîetic Scott caugbt fice dominant i)rinci-
pies of life and expressed some of tbem well, as, indecd, wve
can see fromi sucb splendid utterance as,-

"Truce love's tbe gift wbicb God bias given
To man alone beneatb the beaven

It is not fantasy's bot lire,
Wbose wisbes, soon as granied, fly

It livetb not in fierce (lesire,
With dead desire il doth not dlie;

If is the secret sympatby,
The silver iink, tbe siken tie,
\Vbicb beart to beart, and minci 10 minci,
In body and in soul can bind."

But even îiîis is not sustained, and we flnd sucb weak and
clumsy lines as-

"Wben kindness had bis wanis supplied,
And tbe oid man was gratified."

Measured by soîne standards, wc are prone to dispar-
agye Scott's treatment of buman nature as being limited and
superficiai, but il is not io be disparaged. Wben we tbink
but momentarily of tbe possibilbties of pessirnismn we see
bow cieariy stands out tbe strong, robusi, gentiineiy patin-
otic and enîireiy natural mind tiîat mouided tbe elemnents
of unmeasured possibilities int a barmonious and pleasing
wboie. His strongest and besi work in bis poems is actu-

ated by strong, vigorons and wlîal)esome feeling, and when
lie cries

i3reatlis there flic mari, with soni so dead,
WVho neyer 10 himseif liath said,
Thils îs îiiy owvn, nîy native land

we know thiat ià cones froli the heart and that Scott is
free fromn liylocrisy, despite lus pride. Lt is because of tbe
wholesomeîîess of bis owvn being that lie bias aI tinies
touched the fotintain-head of truth, and though no large
elemnent of greatness is requisîte 10 reacli sucb a plane, yet
we must rejoice that a force lias been added on the side of
good and trutb througli one, wbo, thougli untroubied by
philosophic doubi, or tlie mystery of existence, was, neyer-
îiîeless, content 10 sec, admire, and live for, the generation
of trulli througli manly beroic activity. Scottîs treatment
of tlic binanii eiercîiî is riot great nor comiplete, but1 it is
ti generai principie good, soîînd and whlîoesonie, and
thioroughily indicative of flic man liiînseif

lPerhaps it is in bis attituide toward Nature that Scott
bcst andi nost fîiiv reveais himiseif, ani exterior evidences
alone stiffice lu showv his prepoîiderating deliglit in tue
natuîrai wvonid as coiipared wiv i en.

Scott rejoiced in bis creations rallier as they emibodied
tlie priniiles \viiicli lie sl)ecially recognized, but w itb
Nature bis love xvas unîbouîinied Lt was the very essence
of bis being 10 love- ail the beaiity and picturesqiîeness of
Nature, not aliie tlie inouintain crag andl roaring streamn
but the Wii(i birds and little flowers Witiiout a toucli of
self fcon se ousîiiss lie cati write flie lne:

1 3tit flie sea-caves rungi,, and the wii(l windssug'

s ho w in g that be hall a finely appreciative ear auud a power
of expression inconstant, perhaps, yet productive of the
fineness and perfection of finish s0 deliglîlful to the car of
Tennysoni lie wluo writes of wiiat appears 10 be a star
and says it

IShakes ils loose tresses on the nigbt,"

and, ai,,ain, of flie morti ing,-

Tic wid bircis toid their warbiing taie,
And waken'd every flower that biovs

And peeped forth the violet paie,
Ani sprea1 bier breasi the mnountain rose,"

calling flie violet pale, surely bas dlaims for being calied a
nature poet.

\Vhen we say that Scott was content 10 revel in ail tbe
beauty that bie found, and tbat ibat wvas ail il meani ho
him, we bave set bis limit in bis dealing witb tbe nahurai
world. It was witlb Nature that bie flung apen bis bieart 10
impressions, and wc can sec that ils range was xvide, but
with il ail lie neyer was sbirre1 ho cry %vitb Keats,-

IBriglit star !wouid 1 were sheadfasî as thou art

lie did detect a sympatby existent betweeu Nature and
bier poet, but tbat is ail, His progress wvas not in the
spiritual. Nature was a great and beautifuil garden ;a
place dcligbtfui 10 wander in and listen ho tbe morning
song of the uitile bird, tbe murmuring water and the sougb-
ing of the trees, but for bim if neyer camne 10 mean tbe
embodiment of existence under ils proper laws,-tbe nced
of wbicb Keats feit 50 keenly. Scott read bis sermons not
in shones, but raîber from tbe I-l scrolis tbat teacb tbee 10
live and dlie." For imii there was not tbe solace and joy
that cornes froin seeing that tbe bird's fligbît and the great
mouintain crag alike belong bo bcauty ; Ibat, înasmucb as
they are tbe product of the activity of an Absoliie Mind,
some element of wbicb is in bis own being, tbey are tbe
means byr wbicb be and bis Maker are brought togetber,
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