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hionte. The qucen, however, cuters arsd cuts short

tireir colioquy, arnd bids tire lieraid te cccxc>' a nies-

sage cf weicenîîe te Agamremnoncl.

Tire stage is left eiîty acd tire chortus sinig a

cirerai ode, at tire close cf wiili tire kinrg entera,

aird iri a statciy way tiranks tue gods cf Argos for

the scrccess cf the expedition, and then refcrrirîg te

the inîtirmation cf tue chorus that tiiere is scoute dis-

crntenit arnong tise citizeris, mnuises ir1 ic tue jcaicuisy

aird icsincerity cf mcn, and statles that witiî ail> dis-

affectioc in tise statle he will prciriptiy deai. Tiiere

is nc ecstasy, no word cf jey, ce spontanectis eut-

bcrst of feeling, everything nîieaured, scif-coutainîed,

frigid.

At this point Clytenestra enters and te cîir scîr-

prise tîsere is iso word cf joyfnîi welcorne, but witii

arr aétieri tirat icdicates a lamrerntable perversion of

feeling, sire turrrs te tire cliertis, and ils a frîlsorîre

aird offensive way dilates upori tise irîcrîtat arîguisi

wlîîch sire endîrred dnrirîg her lord's absence. After

a long pereraticri, stili usirîg tisis oblique mîode cf

Speech, she assurmes tise strairs cf adulation:

-But new these weary days
Are c'er, and 1 shent, exempt frem care:
Here stands the watch deg of the fel, the mainstay
That saves the vessel; yea, the lofty pillar

That hehds the roof frem the ground; an cniy sen

Retnîrning te bis father, or, te mariners
Firni land appearing beyend hope, fair day

Seen after tempest; te the tbirsty traveller
A spring cf rtrnning water 'mid the sand."'

Beatitiftil werds, but 'in her case riiere rlîeteric,

false at tise core. And wlien at last sire turrîs te

greet. Iiiiii, it is onîly witli an invitation te particilitte

us an aétiers wlîiclî will pluck on ii ii Lise ersvy et the

gods, te enter the palace on a ficer strewri witlî

prîrpie tapestries.

Agarîserrnon is net dcceived bv tire quc1 i's

specious welcenie, arsd with cutting sarcasrii says:

"Daîîghter cf Leda, goardian cf nny hall,
Thy welceme, like mine absence, bath been long."

But the proffered cotîrtesy cf the woven carîsets lire

deprecates, as it would ise pr-esuriltotis cri tise part

cf a rman te celebrate isis own trioriiph in sucli a

minier in the inicway cf lus career.
-When one

Shahl end a happy life in peace and jcy,
Then celebrate bis glcry."

After a short jîarley the kirng yields te lier wislreti

aird accepts tue 1 scrilouit lireneur. \Vitli a horst cf

trinîmnph, yet conrtrolled, she shows wvitb terrible

iritecsit), lier ravenoets and cruel lsatrcd, snrggested

in the words:

"'There is a sea that xwill qirench it!"

And tison witîî reiteraticîr of her ferrîrer strain cf

hypecritical flattery, she uishers uirl iîît tire palace.

The choerus, left alerie witls Cassannira, a daîîghter

Of Priarîr ansd Agairinnsc captive, aue filled xvitli

apprelrensioc ever 50 oerrilrenS a rucepticn. Shape-

less fears press uipon tirei with strangc wcight.
Thle hoding tlietglit conies to thein tlîat îlien nîay

recover froin calainities.
-flot once let blood of mnan dlrop te the ground

v cforc hi s tiîne, andii tarkeii al the sodic

\Vhat *spell ici cail it tipe ard shall l)e found ?
\Vhat tact se \vise Tliiitgh he vverc ail but God
w ho learned the sCc ret of rcstoring health

To mortals simik in death.
Zenis pu an end te thiat fnrev ermore.''

Tl'le tragedy cleepeirs, tue pathoîs, terror and pity

of tire foliowviîg scelle are îuisurpassed. The

prophecies wiiich Cassandra tîtters foretelling witlî

startliisg crics the undoingof lier master aud ber owrr

sad fate, wouild pierce the heart of those who are

touched with the "stili, sad mnusie of huinauity,''

wotiid tîrrill tue îîiost iîrrcoucertsed. The chorus

are deepiy îîîiprcssed with tue scelle and as she

passes out sadiy ineditate. Withi a hurst ot triumiiph

shie barely couceals thie irîteiîsity ot her raucor aird

iiatred, aîsd tliei witiî reiteratiori of lier formrer

strain of liypocriticai flattery, tîsiers Iiiiii iuito tire

palace.

The chorus are ieft ou the stage with Cassaridra,

a captive Trojan inaid, wlro foretelis witli startling

cries the fate that awaits lier iriaster an(d iii wliich

shie wi11 aiso e oirîveived.

The chorus are dcepiy wrought, feeling tlîat tiîis

is mîore piteotis tiian tue muin of pride. At this

micuent the deatii cry cf Ag-ailreriîror is licard arid

causes conisteruation aniorig tire eiders. Clytemnes-

traîienediateiy appear s and siiarielessly avouciies

the dccci, casts off ail feigniîig, arîd gloats witlî a

truly denironiac liatreci over the death of lier lius-

band. Th'le chorus reproacli lier aîid tlireaten lier

witiî tire curse of the city. lit the violent conitre-

versy whieh foilows, Clyteiniestra reveals tlic

thsoughts cf lier heart regardicg herseif as, tue

luiiriister cf the gcds iii aversgicg coi lier hlusbarrd the

urciiatuirai sacrifice of lier danigliter.

Iri tue rrridst cf this scelle, Aegisthus, Clyterîrnes-

tra's paraniuiur, appei s and the altercationi hegitîs

afresh, with even au approacli te violence. Ciytem-

nestra, howevctr, whose anger anid liatred are

appeased, aiiays the strife, exprcssiug tire hope that

the blow which she lias stroick rrîay be "lthe be-ail

and the end-ali hiere."

Let us iow iriake soutre renarks coi the ieadicg

characters.
The play bears Agansîeinnoc,s name because lie is

the leading acter iii the course cf events with whicli

the draina deais, just as in the iplay cf Julitis CSsar

the dictator is trot the miain personiage, but liras tire

siîapirîg iand iin the events ripou whjiîh tire aétion

cf the pîlay depeirds.

Clyteinriestra is a rmore fiily drawir ciraracter, a

weii deficed arnd strikirig figure. Her nature appears

throughout side by side witi that cf lier husbaird;


