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how insignificant is thie particular portion of it in wbicb lie
lives, and bow soriously the boundaries of that particular

Ob portion have intorceptod, distorted and minimizod bis
views cenccrning flic wbole. He will see, too, tbat tbe
soutliward tendency of Ontario and the Maritim- Prov-
inces will, if bis argument bc a good one, ultimately tend
to tbe disruption of tbe foderation te tbe soutb of us, and
tbat, as applicd te other states, bis reasoning will nocessi-
tate bis explaining away the national existence of Austria,
Switzerland, Germany and, in fact, almost all of th(,
Europeain and Asiatic ceuntries. This is the ar-gument
tbat is considorod strong enougb te dasb the bopes of
patriotic Canadians, te induce the stewards of baîf a con-
tinent te ceaso tbeir labours towards national developmcnt,
and te justify tho provinces in forsaking oxisting connec-
tions and rusliing pell-mell, ecd for itself, inte any union
with tbe United States wbicli tbat country may graciously
be ploased te permit.

But, say the anti-federationists, tbe geograpiical
argument must net bie dissociated froni tbe question of
race. Tbe fact tliut we are sbielding ourselves from the
embraces of bretbren must no' lie forgotten. Tbe people
witb wiom we spurn amialgamation are as enligbtened, as
moral, as wcll governed as ourselves. Canadians are
being blinded te tbeir best interests by moere sentiment-
the weapon of political agitators. " No reasen wortb a
momont's consideration," says a writer, "lcan be given
for tbe orection of commercial barriers upon tbe mere
antificial and imaginary boundary linos wbich separate the
two ceuntries."

If memory and history were tie possessions nîerely of
tliose wbo bcld tlieorîes of govennment, and if, in present-
ing a sclieme te a country for its acceptance, tboso possess-
ions could ho kept fromi public inspection, tbe world miglit
one day find itsolf one vast federation. But, neitber bore
nor elsewlicre is tiere any river of fergetfulness frein the
waters of wliicb citizens înay obtain an obliterating sbower-
bath. And se, wien tbe writer referred te proposes that
Commercial union witb tbe lUnited States be adopted by
Canadians. bie asks tbat burnan nature forswear iteîf.
-M 1 should ho sorry te say eue word whici would re-
kindie or even call te remembrance tbe fines of liato and ven-
geance wbicb burned widely enougli net many years ago,
but tbat tbcse flames did blazenand thiat tbey were net
wbolly eauseless are facts wbicb must be taken inte con-
sidoration wben a tbeory respecting thc p)eople affected
by tbem is advanced. Canada's ultiînato destiny may bie
bound up witb that of our brotiren te the soutb of us
wbo forsook tbe Motiier land, but as long as there is a
bOe of maintaining or connectioiî witb bner and as long
as tbat connection is of auy serviee te lier I trust tbat we
shaîl maintain it. Coni ercial union under a protective
tariff means annexatieîî and nothing else. Lt includes
among its necessities an alliance with tbe United States
and a discrirniinatory taiifragainst the land whicb bas been
our past belp and wbicb is our present protection. Low,
indeed, will the flaîne of Canadian boueur bave sunk whon
for the sake of advantagoous business relations we repudiato
our obligations te tbe Mother land and by adopting com-
mercial union seek prosperity wîtbi disgrace. Lt rnay lie
that some day the 01(1 wounds will bave bcalod completely
and tliat tbe strong British Confederatiori te tbe north will
unite witb tbe strong British Coufederation te tlîe souffi;
but, wben tliat day coines, 1 boe tiat room may be
found in tbe alliance for a tbirl partner-tbe motber
of tbom botb-tbe streng Britisb Coufederation over tbe
sea. #

There is net, I contend, eue argument for commercial
union wbicb tbe introduction of a reciprocity trcaty
would net successfully meet. Wbetlier aIl the bonetits, for
wiich its advocates look, would accrue is a debatable
question, but sucb benefits as comîmercial union would
bning can lie obtained by the establishment of reciprocal
trado relations. Tbe probabilities are tliat tbe treaty
abrogated in 1866, and te whicli is ascribed tbe "lbrigit-
est page in the bistory of the Maritime Provinces," will
soon be re-onacted. We are apt te forget, porbaps, tliat
file Amnerican War furnisied înucb of the commercial
brightuess of tbat period, and that we migbt net new find
a great demand for any of our products excopt those
wbicb it were wiser, on our part, te retain. Howeve-,
reciprocity would rEctify the numerous absurd mistakes of
the present fiscal system sud its introduction would prevent
thie party press from using its absence as an excuse for
tbe perpetual detraction of the country's prospects.

I bave net space now te deal fully witb tbe argu-
mient based upon prospective French nationality in Que-
bec. This 1 can say, bewever. Hie wbo uses tbis argu-
ruent as a reason for despairing of tbe success of Con-
fedoration merely begs the question. Dees the prescuce
Of tbe French preveut Britisb immigrationh Cortainly
net. Wbat is tbe admitted remedy for French domination
and tie admitted preventive for Frenchi nationality ?
Britishi immigration. Tien in the namne of common senso
let Canadians cesse wrangling, doub ting ard despairinrr
and go te work. Cesse tic detraction of thîcir country
and begin expressing tbeir belief in it. Cease prepariug
to fall to pieces and unite more closely. Wbat Canada
watIts te day more tliau tariff cbanges or new connections
iB silence on tbe part of cvory man wlio fears for bier
future and manly outspokennoss ou tbe part of tlioee wlio
bave tho courage te hope, tbe bravery te dare, and tbe

~' self-sacrifice te wait.
Lot us Canadians, thon, putting our localism, our

sectionalism and our partyism second, place Canada first.
Let us unite te build up our country and neither doulit it

nor decry it. Let us net romain a powerless weakJointed
collection of provinces, but let us prepare for our destiny
.bo it wliat it may-by vigoreus effort, liy closv. union,

by national aspirations.
Is Coufederation a snccess îh 1 answer, Confederation

is but formed-it wililiec the success wc make it.
C Y RI..

<HAKESPEARE AS A PLAYIIGIIT.

"V'T IEN 1 see eue of Sbakespeare's plays, it stays xitb
'V me, and I feel that 1 want te sec it again."

Sucb were tbe artless words wliorein corne humble fol-
lower of tbe maste-r, my chance neiglibour at tbe theatre, once
summod up te me the result of a probalily unfamiliar process
of introspection. I venture te repeat tbem bore as supply-
ing an ultimate test for every exorcise ef tIre dramatic art.
Te tie possible objection tliat the proposed test is tee nar-
row rnay lie opposed tbe famous instruction te tbe players
in llarlet, wiicb distinctly indicates the olject of tic
drama to ho the imaging of buinan charactor, leaving its
improvement te the spoutaneous influence of tbe incidents
of tbe play upen tbe mmnd and heart of the spectater.
Sbould it lie funtlier objected that te reliove tic drama of
its oft-asserted function of moral teacbing would be te
make tbe future of tic stage more barren of goed, if net
more conducive toecvi], tlian rnany now lielieve it t e le
it îuay be auswered tbat tic conclusion doos net follow
a priori, and that, before we can deduce it f rom experi-
enco, we must witnoss a reasonalile number of demoraliziîîg
plays, constructed ou the lines prescribed by Shiakespeare.
But as tbis answer involves the question as te wbat and
wiere are the linos prescrilied by Sbakespeare, wve are
under tic necossity of takinz the master at bis owu esti-
niate of tic scope ef the drama, and interpreting tic pro-
fessed motive by the aid of tbe simple coriîînntary berein-
befene quoted.

Exigencies of space and plainuess of exposition will be
l)est served by restricting tic propesed analysis te a single
play, and, for tic sake of tboeo readers wbo may wislî te
îîîaintain a runuing comparison witi corne modemn draina
tlîat bolde tbo stage, it will be btter net te seloct a magnun
opus USike tbo 14 Mendiant of Veuice," on one of tie greater
tragedies.

The conîedy of tbe IlTwo Gentlemen of Verona " bas
sorne clair tealie ranked as tice earliest of Sbakespeare's
plays. Unfaîr as it may lie te take it as a nwasure of its
autbor's pewers, wo iîay presurne te use it witb an
af ton purpose toward tliose later and lesser playwriglits,
wboso capacity for sound work is a matter of imînediate
couceru te us, ticir public.

Taking up tic comedy nained aud turniug it about, we
seeu make note of tic author's skill in tic laying of bis
scone, wbereby hoe scores the double pint of a quickencd
interest in the ife of a strango aud distant peopie, anîd a
greaten frcedom in directing tic action of tic play thjan if
thc ciaracters were "lnative and te tic manner hemn."
Tic plot of theoIlTwo Gentlemen" may lic thus outliued :
Protons, a young patnician, suitably lietrothed te Julia,
vielde te a sudden passion for Silvia, wbom hoe kuows te
be secnetly affianced te bis bosom friend, Valentine. lu
bier pursuit, lie entangles bimsecf in inesb af torn iesi of
decit and treacbery in nearly evcry quarter wierc idelity
and trutb arc due. Suddenly uumasked, his penitence je
as swift as was bis fail. Fergiven by ail, lie returns con-
tente-dly te bis firet love, witb welcoîne ne wit lessened
by lier knowledge of bis late basenese and igneminy.

Tic sulject wounds our sensihilities on every side.
We like net tic iufldelity, non tic crayon abandonent of
the uewer love in stress of danger and disgrace, non tic
"instantaneous procees " of regononatien, non tic servile

returnutote ciret ailegiance, non tic want of spirit ini tic
injured maiden, non the general rush te kili tic fatted
caîf. Stili in this wold of ours, is net Proteus foroven
weoiug the coy Julia, te descrt lier at siglit of the statolier
Silvia?' Is hoe net forever stiling boueur and conscience in
pursuit of tic overmasterng passion ?h Dees lie net ecca-
sionally exponience remorse whon brougit by disaster to
soc bimsecf as otbers sec bim 1h De net tiehet of us
stand in need of pienteous forgivonese ' Are tic luckles
utten strangers te it ? Je net tie worst of us capable of
geueosity if tbe iglit koy of an ovelaid liumanity ho
struck ?h Do net tiese considerations warrant us ru roceiv-
îng such a plot as tbat descnibed, se long as our instinctive
dierelisi lbe net converted to sullen dieguet by a weak or
ceanse bandling of it?'

0f the leadiug parts, Valentine lias a strong, dlear
intellect tiat porceives the limite as well as tic capacities
of buman nature; lie is frank, considerate and unselisi ;
lie loves witb an abandon tiat scorus te measure advan-
tage witb disadvantage ; tirougieut, hoe is tic truc type
and figure of a gentlemn-possibly Sbakespeare's youtb-
fui and stirning ideal of wbat lie yearned for in himseif.
Proteus lias a somewbat sballow wit, a lating spirit, a
feeble will ; lis menais are muci upon uis sîceve; lie loves
tamoly, and witb calculation ; lie is servile, vain and avar-
icieus. Julia is Valentine in a fartbingalo, es differeuces
of sex and training ; modeet, gentle, condding, genrous-
witlial, sbrewd and resolute. Silvia is prend, coquettisi,
tiinid, self-regarding ; lier view of love is igi ; sie is truc
te Valentine in bis diegrace, but it je persocution ratier
tian yearning tiat sonde ion in quest of bim ; lees wortiy
than Julia of Valentine, sic falîs te him by tic rule of
contraries.

Tbe condition suggested for tic acceptance of tic plot.
requires a spirited aud delicate treatmneut of its incidents

and details, and it will be convenient to our purpose te
separate spirit and delicacy 80 far as practicable. In the
first act, Julia's scene with lier niaid, followed by the
episode of the torn letter, wberein lier archness invests
the figure of Proteus witb a high and romantic interest.
1. the second act, the dialogue of Valentine and bis ser-
vant, concerning bis lately-born love for Silvia ; followed
by the scene of the love-letter that Silvia bias causcd bim
to write for lier to himself. Iii the third act, the dia-
logue of the two clowns, by whicb Launce's well-battened
affection for a milk-maid is made to tbrow into, relief the
earthly features of the grand passions above stairs. In
the fourth act, the by-play of Julia at the serenade, reveal-
ing bier feelings te tbe audience in words tbat conceal tbemi
from lier immnediate auditor, thie Host; also bier trick of
the two letters to make Silvia suspect Proteus of a double
infidelity ; again, the scene of Launce and his ill-mannered
dog. In the fifth act, Julia's side-commentary upon tbe
dialogue of Proteus [aud Tburio;- Valentine's expressed
doubt tbat love can survive forever in absence ; ]astly,
tbe fine ,st toucb of tbe nîaster's liand, Valentine's defiance
to Thurio:

Here she stands
Take but possessin of lier with a touchi.
I lare thee 1)ut to breathe uipon iny love!

Soîne of tbe foregoing exanîples are as obviously illus-
trative of delicacy as spirit, but apart from tbem there is
an abundance of material for citation, as tbe following
miay witness. Valentine's referunce, iii the flrst act, to
tlie controlling influence of love over tbe condnct of nmen
belps Proteus with us later on, and the tender scene of
the destroyed letter perînits us to symnpathise with Julia's
devetion to Proteus in the after tirne wlien lie seems se
weak and wortbless, In tbe second act, Valentine paints
iProteus se glowingly that we doubt tlie justice of our later
estimate of liim, and tbe former so presses thie cbarms of
Silvia and bis own suprernacy as fier lover upen bis
f ricnd, tliat we wonder the less at the latter's infatuation.
The discourtesy of Thurio in leaving the rooiu upon thie
arrivaI of Proteus at Milan i-i renmembered by us wlien
tbe latter is lioodwinking, Thurjo as to tbe purpose of bis
attention to Silvia. The rude speechi of V7alentine te
Tburio in presence of Silvia rerninds us tbat love is
strenger even than nobility of character. J ulia's passion-
ate solicitude to be aglain with Proteus exaîts tbe latter
witb us. Hie is furtber aided, in thie tbird act, by coin-
parison witb that whole souled fellow, tbe Duke, wbo, upon
less provocation than bis, unblusbingly conspires against
the freedora and liappiness of bis daugbter, Julia, in tbe
fourtb act, partially shields Proteus from our rage by put-
ting the responsibility for bis il]-conduct upon an inlierent
blindness and contraî'incss of love ; lier bearty sympatby
witbh Iim somewbat stirs our compassion, and we find bim
rising in our esteem as we witness lier distress lest Silvia
sliould love lim in spite of bis troachery and the fealty
due to Valentine. Silvia furLber srnootbs tbe ebaracter
of Proteus by lierself descending to coquet with liim ;
wisliing bim Ilgood rest " af ter crying out upon bis double
faitblessness, and granting bim a Ilshadow " of berseîf,
to b)e carried to bis apartment to feed bis misplaced pas-
sion upon. Proteus, tearfully and despairingly, tells us
liow base, ignoble and bopeless bis position is, but declares
that there is no belp for it, and we ask ourselves if ail
laws and usages do not fail in presence of tbe blind god.
Valentino, in thie fiftb act, forgives Proteus because lie
believes bim sincerely, if swîftly, repentant ; be emphasizes
the recenciliation by an extravagant tender te his
friend of bis dlaims to Silvia; lie affects mirtbful-
ness te relieve thie strain of a painful situation. Pro-
teus accounts for bis conversion by tbe shame tbat
Valentine's excoriation bas brougbt bomne to bim ; lie
disarms us by a homily on man's native iuconstancy ; lie
sends us to cover by asking :lu love, wlio respects
friend 1 " If we bave tbougbt Julia a lîttie unmaidenly
in lier following of Proteus, we do not urge it as we note
liow cleverly sbe wins bim back to bier side. We believe
again in tbe inherent soundness of buman nature as we
see tbe Duke handsoniely bestowing bis daugbter upôn
Valentine, and bebaviug like a true prince ail round.

Enougli las been saîd to vindicate both tbe cliaracter
of thie plot and its trcatment by the dramatist, but tbere
are other merits and sorne defects proper te be noticed.
In every skilful play, dialogue or soliloquy must bear an
important part in developing plot and forwarding action.
Iu tbe I"Two Gentlemen," thie few and simple words of tbe
opening fine informn us at once of thie lengtb and strengtli
of the friendsliip of Valentine and Proteus, and tbe fines
tliat follow, to thie entry of Speed, sketcli broadly for
us thie cliaracters of tbe two young men. The discourse
of Proteus and bis father, in the samne act, carnies us
over a considerable and necessary interval of time, as
witness tbe allusions tberein to tbe progress of Valentine
at Milan and te thie ipened state of aflairs between
Julia and bier lover. Variety and ligbtsomoness are in-
dispensable adjuncts te sucli a play as that before us.
Wo flnd tliem in tbe exuberaut punninig of tbe autbor,
and more tastefully and effoctîvoly in tbe use made of tbe
two clowns, wbo nover obstruct the action, but soine-
times (vide Act I., Scono 1, and Act IL., Sceno 1> belp it
along.

Thougli notbing spoils tbe enjoyment of a good story
more than anticipation of a moral lying in wait bebind it,
there can lie ne objection to the moral tbat walks in
sbadow beside it and noeds to be wooed in order te lie
won. Sucli morals are to lie found bere, as where
Proteus, yielding to the firat pruîuptings of bis love for
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