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THE GREAT WORK

-OF AN OBLATE ¥YATHER 1IN
BRITISH COLOMBIA.

THE EKAMLGOPS WAWA A
MESSENGER OF RELIGION
AND CIVILIZATION,

A STENOGRAPHIC APOST LE.

wrom the N. Y., Sun: The story of
a curious and probably unigue mis-
sionary cnterprise comes from the lit-
tle village of Kamloops, near Vancou-
ver., British Columbia. A number of
years ago a French priest named Jean
Wfaiic Raphael le Jeune came to that
region to labor among the Indians.
Peginning after the manner of the
old time missionaries, who made for
themeelves places in the history of
Nerth America, this priest learned the
larguvage of each of the twenty tribes
that were found in his spiritual do-
main, so that he could freely com-
municate with them all, a task which
he accoraplished because of a natural
apetitude as a linguist, after a brief
recidence with each tribe. This done,
he startrd in to educate the entire
number-—several thousand all told—
in the ways of religion and civiliza~
tiomn,

Going from tribe to tribe he de-
wnted enough time to each to get a
numher of the brighter members fair-
ly well grounded in the rudiments of
‘education and then passed on to the
viext. The Indians were found to be
jntellizent and apt when judged by
ap aboriginal standard, but there were
so many different tribes that months
necessarily elapsed before the mis-
sionary had sone through the entire
list and was ready to return to the
first trihe he had tried to instruct.
Ind=ed, thc time was so long that on
starting i on his second round he
found that the lessons given during
ihe fret round had been utterly for-
wolten.

Patiently the .missionary began his
werk over agaln, traveling over the
mountain passes in the depth of win-
ter and across the arid plains in the
heat of summer to reach the people
he sought, and at all times making
himself as one of the tribe, eating
and sleeping as they did and enduring
_all of their hardships that he might
win their sympathy. But, in spite of
patience and in spite of labor that
was prolonged for years, he accom-
plished practically nothing in the way
cf educating his wards.

But one day, while considering the
.causes of his fallure, and wishing for
a meanec hy which he could add writ-
fen instructionse to the oral he had

. aready  given, he happened to think
of a simply method  of. . shorthand
which he learned “while a boy in
France, and, simplyfying it to a
purely phonetic method for the re-
quirements of the Indian languages,
he began to teach it to the natives.

- 'The result was marvellous. In less
than six months over 1,000 Indians
were able to read and write in it.
Kach one became so interested that
he taught the others around him,
camps gathered, and the whole nights
were gpent in study and practice;
children and the aged alike :were
carnest to learn.

Just hew many Indians are now
able to read this curious writing is
not kncwn accurately, but the people
of * Kamloops estimate it at about
3.000. The story of Sequoyah of the
Cherckees was in a way repeated in
Pritich  Columbia.

Tmmediately on finding that he had
established a written language among
his words the missionary determined
to incroase their interest in it by print-
ing a nowspaper that should be is-
sued at stated intervals and circulated
among the tribes. A periodical that
was unigre was the result. Neither
press nor type was available; indeed,
type for a phonetic language would
have cost a small fortune, while the
y miscionary did not have money to
buy even the paper necsssary for’
printirg the ‘smallest edition of. a
weekly of a United States village.

Nevertheless the missionary got out
the first number of his periodieal in
1890, and since May 2. 1891, it has
appeared ‘monthly. He called the
papcy the Kamloops Wawa, wawa be-
ing an Indian word meaning both ta
sprak and to echo. Translated, the
title is Hchoes from Kamloops.

Having no type, the missionary
wrote out the entire paper and then
mimeozraphed it. By this process
enoigh conles were struck off to cir-
culete through all the tribes of the
gistrict, the white paper being fur-
nighed by benevolent people interested
I 4+¢ work. The paper had four
Pages, ench a trifle more than four
by aeven inches large, including the
white margin.

The Syccess from an educational
point of yiew of this little periodical
‘vas Ver¥- mych greater than the mis-
sicnary hag poped for. Not only did
jt plense and.jpterest his wards, but
it wezs appraved by the bishop under
whom the miggionary labored, and
copirs of it WePs gent to Rome and
to schools elsewhérs jn which mission-
aries are educateg, It was every-
where received ‘with the great-
est interest by “ gtudents, and
the =ystem was taken up for use
in the missiong ©Of the most widely
separated parts of the egrth.

Finding tha.t the Bllcem of the pa-
per s an educator was assured, the
misgionary . solicited subperintions for
ithe periodical among the White people,

.. and obtained sufficient money {n this

' papers

with

way teo nave his written pages elec~
trotyped and printed in letter press
fashion. The issues of this year ap-
pedr in a small magazine form, and
aumbar  as  high as twenty-eight
pugos, ncluding a number of adver-
tisemenis,

With the contributions of the In-
@ians wheo since 1891 have been edu-
ecate? by the priest, and especially
with the illustrations furnished by
the, aboriginal artists, the Kamloops
Wawa is one of the most remarkable
in the world.

geveral results have followed in the
(rireduction of a periodical which all
ihe tribes might read. The Indians
have developed an interest in civilized
wave which none of the previous ef-
forts of white men had been able to
Aevelap in all the years since the dis-
covery of the Northwest coast. They
have in most of the tribes adopted
{Le white man’s dress, built houses on
the white man’'s frontier model and
undertaken getting a living by hon-
est industry. What ig more important
siill, in the weyes of the migsionary,
they have become to a Very great
exirnt faithful and active attendants
sn the services of the church. Other
micisonaries have been sent into the
district, and where not one church
huildme cxisted before, a number have
heen erccted by the Indians them.
selves, and it has become a matter
of prride with them for each tribe to
nave its own church. )

¥ollowing the religious interest that
was so aroused came Father Chirouse,
wlo devised a plan to give the Pas-
<ien Play for the purpose of impress-
ing cu the Indians’ minds the scenes
in the act of man’s redemption. Much
has already been written of the so-
enlled Possion Plays’in Mexico, where
the Indirns g0 through all kinds of
torture dences as an outlet. for their
heathen fanaticisms, but as given in
writish Columbia the play is simple
and dnpressive. Tt is presented in the
month of Jun: every two years, in
«ome quiet spot in the mountain val-
ley. where the unclouded sky is the
roof and the scenery of winding rivers
and woody hills serves as the sta,.
detting. The Passion Play . is merely
for an ohject lesson for the Indians.

The Indian Passion Play was given
for the first time at Seashell, on the
Pacific coast, June 6, 1889, the second
and third time in 1892 and 1894 re-
spctively, at St. Mary's Misslon in the
Frezer Valley. The first effort repald
the missionary. ‘The tableaux had
an instant effect on the Indians and
naw the Week of Passion is looked

forward to with great expectation by’

all the numerous tribes. Each time
the play ie given, a great deal of prep-
aration !s required, because the play
iz given cut in the wilds, generally 50
mites ‘rom any town. The pilgrim-
~ge of the Indians begins about ten
days before hand, so that plenty of
time may be had to convene and set
ap camp. Each tribe, headed by its
leader, arrives either on horseback or
n wagone, all bringing their own
tents, cooking utehsils and food. One
sees them coming from every direc-
tion cover the hills, down the moun-
tains an?l through the valleys, others
in little hoats on the river, the gath-
ering consisting not only of one tribe,
put several, such as the Shuswaps;
the Nicolas, the Douglass Lakes, thé
worth Bends, the Chinooks, the Onil-
ct.ena and the Frazers. After ali the
tents are pitched the performers pre-
pare fcr the play, which is gjven
ehe mosgt profound ceremony.
and  eolemnity.

The most remarkable feature of all
is that all the players are pure Amer-
jean Indians. Not one white mgn s
among them. The performance ig pat-
terned after the one at Ober-Ammer-
gau, and is given generally pefore
about £.F00 spectators, almost gaj] of
whom are Indians, with the exception
of some hundred white settlers who
celebrate the Week of. Passion with
tha natives.

The nlav is not given from bpegin-
ning to c¢nd, but in a series of gtrike
ing ‘ablenux, nine in number, It
wen'd be utterly impossible to  give
the whole play, as but the simplest
aprointments can be provided to as-
Gist the players, yet it is not donbted
ihai these natives could ecarry it on
successfully  throughout were ade-
quate zppointments provided.

Tor a stage a large platform is ele-
vated ahout ten feet above the ground.
which the players mount by narrow
stajrs lending from the dressing tent.
There no curtain to the gtage
The tableau is made up in g tent
behing. and each set of pldyers goes
on in turn. Before the first tablean
takes plece a procession is formed
hy the spectators, first the men, then
the -wumen and children of each tribe,
all chanting an old French hymn,

is

“Au Sang Qu'un Dieu Va Repandrey” |-
tranctated into the Indian language. |

thelr ®trong voices resounding in the
open air. )

®ach tribe sings in- its own lans
guage, regardless of the ones following
hehind. The procession keeps in con-
gtant motion while the tableaux are
presented. upon the stage.
dians saccept the drama in
fauith. Curiosity, as at first, is no
longer the incentive.
actions is shown and emphasized the

facr that they are most sincere inj

their devotions, .

The first tableau represents “Christ
before Pilate.” 1
platform, while Christ,- bound with
cords, with a guard on each side,
stands a8 the central figure. A Uctor
in a Roman garb, with a pack of
vods in his hand, poses mnear. The
other five or six figures required . to

'"finigh - the picture are well excuted

and lifelike.

The In- |
strict |-

By their veryl

Pilatle 8its on a low |’

The following scene, “The Scoursg-
ing,” requires only three figures, Christ
in & Howing white garment spotted
with blood, and the two rufflins, one
of whem, scourge in hand, stands as
if piming an actual blow. The cos-
{vming here, also, is appropriate.

Tn the third tableau, “The Crowning
With Therns,” four figures complete
the scene., With a crown of thorns
on his head, Christ sits, having a ruf-
fian on either side, pressing down the
crown upon His bleeding brow. An-
other in front, on bended knee, lifts
a lung red as if about to strike. The
name cruffian” is the one used by the
indians to describe any of Christ's
opposers, and the very word, once spo-
ken. has an instant and marvellous
effect. .

The fourth scene represents “Christ
Condemned.” having much the same
celling,

“Chrvist Carrying the Cross” is the

next in eorder. Three persons are re-
quited. Christ with bowed figure is
bent to the ground with a large

cross, his followers beating him with
scourges. Among these natives, who
scem to thoroughly appreciate the
real portent of the play, anger often
anpesre in pronounced fashion in this
especial tableau, and, it is said. they
will often make a wild dash for the
platform.

The sixth tableau js an impressive
ore. and the first in which women
fake part. In this “Christ Meats His
Mother.” Five persons make up the
ricture.

n the meaniime it must be remems-
bered that there is no curtain here
tn acreen the playersg as they form
in their tableau. For this reason a
Qifferent get of Indians is trained for
each picture, so that when the dura-
tinn of time for one expires there are
others swaiting their turn, and they
mnnnt the platform and take the po-
sitions themselves.

Tn the seventh tapleau ‘‘Veronica
Presents Christ with a Towel,”
with which he wipes his brow. Four
finures act this.

New the drama begins to reach its
climax. “Christ’s (rucifixion” takes
nlace in the eighth, in° which five or
si¥ figures are required. Christ, pos-
ing in a short white garment reaching
only to the knees, lieg extended on the
cross. The ruffing hoi nails to the
hands and feet and appear about to
strike. Thuis is one of- the supreme
moments of the ljttie drama, and
theea Tndians show their suppressed
emotion, aond their hearts centred on
tkee central figure, afford an ever-to-
he. remembYtered . picture.

Then the ninth gngd last picture fol-
lows. Tn this “Chpist Dies on the
Crogs.” The crucifixion In this tab-
leau, however, is represented by one
nf the fgures often seen in Catholie
churches, that of Christ pinioned to
the cross. A deep .red liquid oozes
from the brow, side, hands and feet,
and looks the same as trickling blood,
All the actors who have taken part
ip the previous pictures NOW congre-
gale around thé cross;, all eyes turned
ioward tre Saviour. - - .

Then  the dolorous ‘requi‘em ceases
the rreresgion draws tc a standstill,
and all gather on bended kneeg, and
as the statue is left standing, some
xneel here long after the play is
ov(r.

Although the week i€ not necessari-
ly kept as one of fasting, many of
the Indians are so devout ay to. fast
during ike entire period.

Copies cf the little paper that first
awakened the ‘interest of tpege In-
diars in religlous as well a5 gjvilized
matters are preserved in the Smith-

scolan institution and in tpe Astor
Tibrarv in this city.
e e,
CONSOLATION,

When Molly came home from the party
tonight—
The party was out at nine—
Thers were traces of tearg jn her
bright blue eyes
That losked mournfully up to mine.

For someone had ‘said,
to me,
With her face on my shoulder nid,
Someone had said (there wepe gobs In
her voice)
That dt.t::ley didn’t like something she
id. it

she whispered

So I took my little girl on my knee,
I am old and exceedingly wisé, —
And I said, "My dear, pow listen to

me:
Just listen. and dry your eves.

“This world is a difficy)y world, in-
deed, '
And people are harg to guit,
And thl? man whe playg on the vio-
n
Iz a bore to the mgp with the
flute, '

“And I myself have often ghought
How very much better't would be,
It every one of the folks that I know

Would only agree with me.

“But since they Will not, the very best
way .

To make thig world 1oak ‘bright
I8 to never mind what p 8AY,
But to do what you think f#right.”’

—St. Nicholas.
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