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of the kingdom. He revealed God the Father, whom men could trust and

lovingly obey. He showed that ail the work of life was noble-that men were

brothers and should love each other, and that to give the life in self-sacrifice

was the truest way of saving it Then Religion began to move-it was feit to

be an active force-it was influencing minds and hearts-it went to the door

of the soul and knocked:. when adniitted ini, it cast out devils, and kindled new

joys. In the words Jesus Christ spoke-in the deeds He did-in the religion

he lived-there was a new and amazing energy ; it went ainong people as iight

shooting into chaos. The Spirit of the Word shone through the letter, and

worship, which had been empty, was filled with an infinite meaning. The

Kingdom of Heaven became a living thing--an energy-a spiritual force.

And then this was seen, a portion-a large portion-of the people refusing

to acknowledge and embrace the new force. They had no inclination to

mnove--didn't want to see the oid order of things disturbed-were satisfied to

have the letter without the spirit, and the worship without the truth. Their

creeds were venerable, and therefore good; the notions tbey held had been long

of forming, and flot to be abandoned hastily. This new foroe went clashing

against their old ideas, their mnterests, their faiths and practices, and they

doubted it, and hated it, and then tried to crush it. They wouldn't yield to it;

WOUIdn't be borne along by it; wouldn't take thought or sentiment from it.

They preferred the oid silence to the new voice, the old sepuichre and the dry

bones to the new temple and life. They'stood in the midst of motion, but would

not move. They could but be in the strearfi, and feel the force of its flow; but

they moored the boat to their own grey rocks.

But it was not go with ail. There were those who at once felt the new

force, and yielded to it. They were the earnest men; men quick to ste and to

decide; men who could mun some risk and venture somiething in the great con-

cerns of life ; men who refused to be held by chains of tradition to a useless

past ; men who knew that "Ia living dog is better than a dead lion"ý-that inward

faith is better than outward formn; and those men strongly seized hiold of tht

flew force, taking strength ftom it, and giving strength to it. 1 arn often amazed

at the energy of those first Christians; at the inagnificent daring they displayed

by embracing the new faith, knowing but a littie and trusting iargely. 1 arn

amazed at the decision with which they left their earthly ail, and gave them-

selves to know and serve the truth. They did this because they were earnest

men ; the new force of the Kingdomn caused a new force ini themselves ; with

energy they seized on motion.
Now, there are two general ideas arising out of this, which I shahl divell

upon briefly ; the first lias regard to the Kingdom, and the second to diose who

fel its power.
r. Christianity is in truth the working power of the world; it supplies thc

impulse to ail true and ennobiing action. I believe that men for the miost part

are idie naturaily, and 'viii only Nvork when compelicd. Slavery hiad its root

and its reason in that. Men found' that labour was needful to life, andl, %%-lien

possible, they made others labour that thcy iînight live. In ail the 01(1 worid

dynasties' work was considered ignoble; it was called b>' ugiy, nanics ; thcy saiv

in it nothing but tht imposition of a long drawn out curse. Even Christian p)eop)le

niaintain that old and barbarous idea. We feel that ail the work we do is proof

that a curse has passed upon the race ; we think that by reason of man's sin the

earth bas turned niggard, and wiil only yield ber stores to the violent struggling

of starving people. Vet, in our better moments, we know that the power of

work is the sign of our manhood, and that the working nations of the earth are

they who become most prosperous and most happy. WVhcre there is no religion,
or where religion bas beconie corrmpted-only forru and sound and emp tincs -

people have no growvth,, no power of expansion, and the nation soon falis to

pieces. The saine is true of the inidividual man; in Christ lie finds bis trucst

energy. 1 know that saine Men get impulse ftom ambition mereiy ; the>' bave a

Iow and vulgar desire to be rich for the sake of riches, or famnous for the glory

of it. And sometimes the impulse lasts long; keeps chili blood warm; quickens

the brain, and nerves the hands. But, as a mie, it bias a short breath, and dies

young. And it always ends in disappoiitmt-blank, sheer, dreary disap-

pointment. The stiout of bopefulness dies off in a sigh of wcariness. 'llie truc

and lasting impulse is to be found in religion alone. Let a youing man stirt bis

work in the world with thim living force in bis mind and in bis beart, and his life

must be great and noble and satîsfactoiry to hiseif. I do not mean to say that

he will make no mnistakes ; that he will get no suffering and no sorrow; but I do

mean to say that work will be a pleasure to bum, because bie bas high motives

to it, etc.
I arn sure mnany of you bave need of this reniinder, that religion is an

energy, a vital force. You bave got to think of it rather as repose and rest, etc.

But the Church is God' s great workshop, etc.
e2. Religion is energy-moti0iH; but we are flot to regard it as a duil

force, acting like the law of gravitatiqflý always ini the saine way. And it is flot

the motion of machiner>' going, spîrnîng away at the saine rate, wbatever may

happen arOund. There are tumes whcn it gets energized-times when it rolls

9eter waves in on the shorts of human life. Religion hias its times of revival;

Imiimas a force i.%influenced, strengthened or enfeebied, by tht condition
ti en- YOU Sée it in the time of Christ. Men were roused b>' John the Bap-

tis o an unusual earnestness. Froin ail classes of societ>' the cry went out:-

" What shaîl we -do ?--and then religion became a power. The earnest among
thein took the encrusting forms away, and piet>' came forth a gracious and a
helpful spirit It bas its times and its seasofis. You will find it in the history

Of the Church universal. B>' a great shock, by a rending and a revolution, a

nlew stage is marked in the progress of the Church. Such was the Reforma-
tdon, etc.

It is the saine in the history of individual Churches. There are times of

revivqI. A church doesI't go on aLways doing the same aniount of work, etc
Bu~t a Ae'w er'a wns.

It is the sanie in the histor>' of individua1 Christian meni. Thçy are. bora
Of thé HOIY Ghost ; the>' knowý that the>' are sons of God ; but tht>' have to turn

tC> tho .Oiifla work of the world, and the . get. absorbed in, it, and their minds

<ffull of -worldjy thoughts. They are t~ decent church-going Christians.
Èel Kingdom, of Heaven 1is .withiin thoent , b it bas ceased to exorcise much in-,

#99wno UPOsi tufl f«nî or ther cnduct- And then a shock çornes. They

get a new conception of duty--a new idea and conviction as to tht nature of
truth-a newthought as to tht meaning of life.'

Now, how dots this energizing of tht Kingdorn of Heaven affect men?
Jesus Christ says, only tht energetic, only tht men of impulse la>' hold of it
strong>'. It is an old and well-known story-tht majorit>' of people live stand-
ing stili, and do not cart to move at ail. You and I, from our own experience,
know how stiff men get in their habits-how rheurnatic in ail tht bones and

joints of their moral system. Tht>' grow old, and hard, and dry, and stereo-
typed. Others seern to get sordid in ahl their aims; tht>' seem incapable of
appreciating an>' motives wbich are drawn from tht unseen and tht future,
but are bound down to earth and time. Others art afraid to risk anything,
even to venture a iittle for a chance of gaining much. Can you remember any

progressive, an>' upward movement in our own time, which bias flot met with
the most obstinate resistance from the major portion of tht people. When some
mani, gifted above his fellows, hias seen some political truth more cleariy than
they do ; bias seen some way of htaling a national disease, or securing a nation's

prosperit>', be it b>' fret trade, or tht education of tht people, he bas had to
struggie against prejudice, and interest, and ignorance, and wear bis life away
in tht endeavor to do them good. Tht men of force set it, or partly ste it.
Tht>' do flot ste tht whoie or an>' part of it clearl>', perhaps; but tht>' have
tnergy; tht>' don't mind if tht>' blunder on their way to a great achievement;
tht>' wiil dare a dangerous way to find a safe and quiet rtsting-place; tbey can
sacrifice things dear to themselves for tht sake of things that shahl be dear to
tht world by-and-by, and Uic>' la>' bold. strongl>', even violentl>', upon tht new
thougbt, the new truth, or new conception of it, rtady to counit ail tise but losit
if tht>' may but win the tht peari of great price.

You set that in tht histor>' of tht Church. When Luther found some for-
gotten truths in tht neglected Bible;, tmuths of freedorn for tht conscience from,

thte degrading tyrafnny of tht priesthood ; truths that would give light to the
mind and ntw iife to tht heart, he set himself wiith magnificent zeal to promul-
gate them among tht people, running off into extremes and exaggerations iii

order to arouse interest. And you would have thought bis task an easy
ont. Surel>' the people were tired of tht oppression uinder which they had
groaned so long. Surti>' the>' îould welcome tht bright, fresli mornrng. But,
no ; as in the ancient stor>', they piled Pelion on Ossa, Olympuis on Pelion, to
keep out the glad lighit of day 1 And whien tht sun rose in spite of it, and shed
its beaut>' abroad-rose and looked ovtr the piltd-up mounitains, sending its

rays down tht shanting sides to tht feet of tht people, cvtn then tht>' shut their

cyes, and thc moral darkness would not comprehend tht light. Luther's hife

was a labour; an igon>' of conflict against the base interests of tht clerical

caste, and against the prejudices and habits of a whole continent of people.
But not of .11l tht people. Sonie thiere werc who feit tht nlew force, and yieldtd
to it. it came with freslh revehations to tht soul, and they rejoiced. Tht King-
dom of 1leaven liad become a force, and îvith force tht>' laid hold of it.

it wvas the saine when tht time caie for men to revoit frorn Calvinism.
Calviinisrn as a crced and a systei %vas great and grand-so great and so grand

that no imaun of ordiixary veneration wvill spcak liglhtly of it. Calvinism was the

Noah's ark that with its living freighit outrode tht deluge. But men made a
mistake that Noah didn't make-whtn tht water had subsided-instead of

leaving it on Arrarat and going forth to possess a ncw world, tht>' made of it a
house to live iii always. And there tht>' are now, hi g h and dry on the summnit
of the bill, grimi guardians of a rotten wreek. g o not mean to sa>' that

Calvinisrn is become a uselcss thing. There are sorne portions of it that will

neyer pass fromn the mmnd and hieart of man. But then there are some portions
of ever>' phase of religion that are good, and at no tune ini the history of religion
bias there been a complete creation. Jesus Christ took tht old system, the
grand old idea, and gave it energy-madt it a living force. The Protestant
Church was but the Romislh Church energized-rnore light-more freedoin-
justtr conceptions of truth and of duty-mort life for the soul and beau:>' for
the conduct. And that is how God works with men. There is constant pèo-
gression, passiiîg of faliiar landmarks, and entering on frcsh fields of thought
and labour. We have flot yet reached tht nightless îvorld-thc perfect
knoNvIedge and the fulness of joy - there will yet be rising and sttting of sun-
inorning, no5on and nighit-surmter and ivinter: there will yet corne voices
from earth and sky. Christ bas man>' tbings to sa>' to the world, and tht world

cannot bear it yet. And this wiIl bappen, which has happened-tmes of rt-
fresbing wiii corne, and man>' will not be refreslhed. Religion will put out new
strength, and only tht eamnest, tht men of force, will la>' hold of it, and find a
truer life in God.

Now, brthren, tht ttaching for us as a people seems to be tbis,-bt ready
for those tumes and those seasons, etc.

But there is a teaching for each individual, man and woman here. The
kingdoii of God is within you. it came you scarce know how. But there
%,as a révélation to tht soul-a shock, and you broke into the silent sea of the
spiritual. You were brought into conscious communion with God thffough
faith in Jesus Christ. With a willing heart you devoted yourselves tO ie
service. And since then man>' a time tht kingdom within you bas been eter-
gized. I mean that at tumes there carne upon you the feeling that you wtet fot
ling as you ought-you felt a strange new force in mind and heart, and yoU

were ashamtd of >'otr sin. Did you improve those moments ? did Yoti lay,

bold of the new force ? It ma>' be that tht pr-esent je sucb a moment. Sirice
you have been here, memories of bygone days bave corne back'to the mind-
you have remernbered old and unpaid vows to God: a désire bas crept into

>rour mmnd to be better, and to win God's weil-done upon your work. Sorne

new view Of truth perbaps, or corne fresh glimpse of the beaut>' of boliness.

The kingdom is tnergized withiyu La yhold of tht force-la>' hold of it

strongl>'. Confess your sins....hav-e aith in Jesus Christ'and be borne ahong b>'
this iving impulse to truer living ànd richer experiences. Aye, richer ex*

periences-fr, believe me, if you want joy, truc jO>', you must seek it in that

Usf-surrender to God. No doubt there is jO>' in tht success of earthly schemes.
There is joy when tht palm is satiated with gold. There is jo>' for bim ýwbo
waits on fortune wben bis gaining briiigs a prise. .There is delight ih feasting

on the bounities of earth, the garment in whicb God veils the brightness of Hie
face: in being filled with tht loveIintS8 of flowers, the songe of birds, the hum
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