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The Public School. governor paid immediate attention and to provide for the education of theïr
gave directions to the Siirveyc>r-(;eneral to children.

By W. Atkin. E&q., Intpector of Public Schýl&, set apait eligible portions of land for the In 1824 an arn*endment was made to
County of Elgin. future support of schools in ail ncw seule- the act of 1816, transferring the power of

n)ents." granting certificates to teachers from the

Early in the century schools were es- Trustee Board to the Board of Education

HISTOPICAL INTRODUCTION, tablished in the chief centres of the seule- for the district, Thereafter no school
Cments. Soon a grammer scbool was to was to share in the distribution of the

'l'lie development of the Public School be found in every district and ultiniately legislative grant unlffl in charge of a

System of Ontario was practically accom- common schools, fashioned by the teacher holding a certîficate signed by Y

plished by 1876. In that vear the United Empire Loyalists, on the Ne » w lit least one member of the Board of

(luties of the Chief Superintendent of England pattern were put in operation in Education.

Education and the Council of Publie Iii- every settled township in the province. The composition of Trustee Boards,

struction were transferred to a responsible In i8o7 the legislature passed the first the mode of theïr election and their duties,

Minister and the Education Depai School Act, which was the germ of remained uncbanged till 1841, the

Bv the Constitutional Act of 1791, the the High Schoot Act of the present School Act then in force was repealed.

Legisiature of Upper Canada recelved the day. This provided for the establisli- and a comprehensive, Common Schools

ret to legislate in refèrence to ail mat- ment of 1 publie schoel in each of the Act passed, introducing some radical

ters purtainîng to, the development of the eîght districts of the province, and changes in the local administration of
1 The most sweeping change and

country and to the establishment of in- that $400 should be set apart annually schools.

stitutions deemed neccw,ýiry for the edu- for the payment of the -alary of a teacher the most distasteful to the people was the

cational and social welfare of the people. for a school in Five trus- abolition of Section Trustee Boards and

It was not till 1807 that the educationai tees were to be appo4nted by the Lieuten- the substitution of Township Boards of

idea resuited in a 1--gislative Act. The de- ant-Governorý for each district. They commissioners. The Township Board

sire to establish schools and promote edu- were to nominate as teacher, a. fit and consisted of five perýons ellected by the

cation had impressed itself on some of the proper person, satisfactory to thein morally ratepayers of the township, and is the

leading? mindý at the centres of the larger and intellectually, and to inake such germ of the Township Boards of Trustees

sett1ements.ý and private schools were es- rules and regulations for the good govern- still alive in a few townships in this

tablished ai Kingston, Cornwall, Bath, ment of the school, with respect to teach- province. A

York, Niagara, Hay Bay, Port Rowan, er and pupils as they decined expedient. The commissioners were authorized to

Napanee and a few other places. With The character of these eight schools tax the inhabitanrs for the maintenance of

these Schools, will ever be associated the did not supply the demands of, the grow- the schcols. 'Phi-, was the first time that

names of Bishop Strachan, M. S. Bidwell, ing population of the province They did property wa,; dcclared taxable for public

Rev. Robert Addison, Jonathan Clarke, not provide for the elementary education educlation.

and others. While they wure doing the Loyaligu; had enjoyed in the New Each child was charged a fée of twenty-

appreciated work among the pioneers, England States, After nine years of five cents a nionth for tuition.

some of the more progressive and agitation and consideration, the legisla- The municipal councils were to divide

enterprising members of the legislature ture, having established Çmrnmar schools the several town.,ihips in their districts into

were unremitting in their efforts to, formu- at the centres of the chief settlements and school sections and raise by assmment

late a scheme for the establishment of a made provision for their maintenance, in the su ni of $ 2 oo to build a. school house
system q h section where none existed.

if public education for the prov- 1816 passed the first Common Schools in eac

ince. In this connection must be meil- Actý providing for the establishment of a They were aiso authorized to apprupriate

tioned the names of Governor Simeue, system of elementM education. By this $40 tO Provide such books as were recom-

Mahlon Burwell, Charles Duncombe, W. Act elementary schools were placed with- mended by the commissioners.

W. Baldwin and Win. Morris. They each in the reach of the grcat masv, of the The District Boards of Trustees ap-

in the position they occupied strove to people and provision was made for their pointed by the Governot, under the act

promote the L-ducational interests of the maintenance by appropriations of piiblic of 1807, for the management of the

province. They have Jeft their mark on money, The sum Of $24,000 was to he grammar schools were abolished and the

educational. legislatiS which followed divided among the schools establislied by Niuniripal Council for the district was

their patriotic and persistent efforts in this law, but in no case was any school to constituted a Board of Education for such

direction. rereive more than $ioo annuaily. As no district.

The question may he asked: What first provision was made for fées or raising of The duties of the commissioners, were

awakened the desire to, establish schools taxes for the support of these schools, any to select school site-, superintend the

and ý promote education in Ontario? sums needed in addition to the le isla- building of school houses, appoint teach-

To answer this question we cann tive grant: were-raised hy subscriptions. ers, regulate the course of study in each

better than quote froi-n Dr. Strachan's ad- This act authorized the inhabitants of school, select text books and make rules

dre6s at the opening of King% College a neighborhood to me.et in public assem- for the management and discipline of the

(now Toronto University) in 1843. He bly and provide for the erection of a schools, ht:ý.tr and ýuttle complaints, visit

said.----"Wlieii the independence of the school house and elect three truistees if eacli schoul at leus-, once a month by one
ýY1

United States was recogiiized by Great they were able to show that twenty child- of their numbcr, rcýlieve indigent Pen. ons

Britain in 1783, this province became the ren were likely to attend the school. from thepayment of fees for the tuition

asylum. of those faithful subjecuý of the The duties of the trustecq cnnsisted in of their children and report their proceed-

Crown, who, during the r(-voii1tiorlarý examining and appointing a tea-cher, mak- ings to the Municipal Council.

war had adhered to their ki-ri-u and tý) 0w ing rules and regulations for the manage- The management of schools hy coin

unity of the lmpireý And it pieilqing ment and discipline of the school and missioners proved un ati , ory th

to remark that in 1-89 -1 1îfflý> than selecting tcxi-hooks. No teacher could peopLe. They had becûme accust()med
ears afte'r their first -they fiat,

five y be removed withouf the consent of the to having the trustees in their immed

prcsented a irlemorial to tli,ý Governor Lieutenant-Govertior. neigliborhood, and could more easilyý 'î

General, Lord Dorchester, on the subject To iis this act seetnq very elernentary in express their wishes or lay complaints rem

of education, in whicli after lamenting character and provisions, but it is' of garding the management of the school.

the state of their children growing up interest, as the first attempt of the legis- Such representations were made to the
without instruction religious or secular, an amendment

lature to provide for the edticational legislature, that in 1843

they rýquested His Lordship to establish riteds of the whole people and a legisla- was niade to the act Of 1841, abolishing-

a SeminM -at Kingston. To this the tive recognition of the right of thé pecple 'Township Bfflds of Commissioners and


