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THE LIEN LAW.

+

(To the Editor of the Ontario Workman.)

8rr,—I shall feel favored by being
privileged with space in your valuable pa-
per, while I endeavor to notice briefly, cer-
tain measures, now in course of enactment
by the Ontario Legislature, in which I, in
common with the working men of the Pro-
vince, feel a deep interest, _ '

In the first place, a want has long been
folt by the labor of this country of some
cheap, sure, and expeditions mode of se-
curing the representative of the real value
they have rondared, not alone to the indi-
vidual owning the land or property improv-
ed by actual labor, but to tho material
wealth of the nation. Recognising this
principle, that the laborer should rather be
secured by tho intrinsic value he himself
has crecated, than by personal security,
many of the States of the Union have en-
acted liens vpou actual property in favor
of the actual laborer thereon, easily and
quickly enforced, without complicated or
unnecessary litigation. )

And from tho practical knowledgo of
such Jaw, that many of tho mechanics of
this country have, and the losses though
small, when viewed by the man in receipt
of thousands, yet soveral felt by him whose
daily labor represented his daily bread,
that over and anon occur -{ar more fre-
quently than the public have any know-
ledge of. Such, for instance, as what oc-
ourred on the Free Church in the City of
Ottawa, last summer, then in course of con-
struction by an irresponsible contractor
who drew his money for the contracts, and
absconded, leaving masons, stone-cutters,
brick-layers, carpenters and laborers un-
paid for two wecks’ hard labor. I need
not say then that it was with a good deal

- of satisfaction and gratitude on the p#rt of
the reading mechanics of this country to
the honorable member for West Tornnto,
when they read his notice of motion to es-
tablish liens in favor of mechanics, and
also another motion that I shall allude to
further on. The provisions of the Bill
were patiently waited for, and imagine the
surprise of tie mechanic when he found
that the operative was not included in its
provisions at a’L.

Surely Reformers can not be guilty of
class legislation, for if it is right to place a
lier upon property for $50 worth of mate-
rial supplied, it certainly cannot be wrong
to attach a lien for $5 worth of labor per-
formed, and place the judgment of claims
under $50 in the hand of the lawful magis-.
trate of the Provincé. Such, however, are
not the Provisions of the Bill. The oper-
ativo seems to.have been intentionally ex-
cluded from its provisions and the Bill
would be more properly entitled ‘‘ A Bill
to further secure against loss jobbers, con-
tractors, suppliers of material,” &c. The

_ so-called old fosssilized Conservative lesd-
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of the house. Certainly this is very sooth-
ing to the operative, but the intelligent
mechanic would much sooner have believed
the hon. geutleman carnest if he had fram-
ed his bill so us to give the conservative
fecling of the fHouse room to cut it down,
instead of prezenting a noro conservative
measure than the Conservatives themselves
could possibiy have dono,

The next bill presented by the Hon. Mr.
Crooks is an Act to facilitate the adjust-
ments of disputes between masters and
workmén, aud so fur as tho workmnen are
concerned, it must ornament the siatute
boolks of the Provinee without beiug of any
practical use whatever, simply becauso all
its provisions are in the past tense. Masters
and workmen, by availing themselves of the
provisions of the Act become a lawfnlly
constituted Board for the friendly sentiment
of difference. ‘The Bourd shall be constitu-
ted of an equal number of masters and work-
men—not to be less than two or over ten
of each—to be presided over by & chairman
unconnected with trade ; a banker or retired
merchant. The award of this Board shall
be enforced upon making application to the
Judge of a County Court.” But hero is the
point that renders such &, Board powerless
for good to the workman, viz:—‘“But

nothing in this Act contained shall author-

ize th:a said Boourd to establish a rate of |

.

wages, or prico of labor, or workmanship,

at which the workman shall in future be
paid.” It will at once be seon that the
operative renders himself liable for every-
thing without any prospective benofit ;
and as all diffculties, so far as workmen
are concerned, have a prospective out-look,
and as it is nearly always much the best
way to forget the differences of the past
altogother, the workmen can bave no inter-
est in a bill of this naturc.

The uses of such a board would pre-
ponderate altogether in favor of the mas-
ters, for, as constituted by the proposed
act, nothing counld cone before it but pre-
sent or past gricvances without reference
to the future. Ior instance, a workman
who considered that he had a grievance
against his employer could lay it before the
Board and ask its award, or an empluycr
in like manner. TIFor instance, supposo the
printers of Toronto, masters and workmen,
had availed themselves of the provisions
of this Act, and the Hon. Geo. Brown
should lay his grievance before the Board
in this way, that the lale strike in his
establishmont hss injured him to the ex-
tent of $10,000, and that he claimed such
award from the Board. This would come

. within the jurisdiction of the Board, and

should the Board make an award of £5,000,
the county judge is, in duty bound, to en-
force such award against tha parties com-
plained of as striking in the said office;
and, as there is no preseribed mode of col-
lecting thosoe awards in the proposed Act,
it will be at the whim of tho County Judge,
and the offender, if he is worth anything,
may have his little house and lot levied
upon to help to satisfy the award.

Very much more could be said on this
very loose measure, but, feeling I have
trespassed on your space too far already, I
will forbear.—Yours respectfully,

JOHN HEWITT,
Toronto, February 3.

HAMILTON.

(To the Editor of the Cntario Workman.)

Dear Sir,—The present Ministry in On-
tario hive seen Lit to introduce several
Bills into the Legislative Assembly affect-
ing the working classes of this Province. I
shall not lose time in trying to divine the

‘motives of the Ministry in thus bringing

up, in an apparent hurry, such an amount
of legislation before the House, without in
any way consulting the parties to be imme-
diately affected thereby. I refer more par-
ticularly in this to the Bill dealing with
the existing relations between employers
and employed ; or, to use the words so
hackneyed in those Bills, ‘¢ masters and
workmen.”

Now, sir, I am fully authorized by my
fellow-workmen in Hamilton to say that
we, a8 & class, depreciate all legislation
tho tendency of which is to give one class
in the community any undue advautage
er another; and this, we are sorry to
, appears to (bethe sole aim and inten-
1 of the Bill to be called “‘The Trades
Arbitration Act, 1873.” '
We are informed in the preamble to the
ct that ¢ Her Majesty, by and with the
iica and consent of tho Legislative As-
bly of the Province of Ontario enacts
Liows :”—and then follows a master-
of moderu egislation. Now would it
¢ quite 2 - il for our great men (who
1t always wise) to make themgelves
itly acquiiuted with what is actually
ted by the cowmmunity before they rush
T in hot liaste to advise Her Most Graci-

“ous Majesty to give Her consent to some-

thing cxceedingly silly in conception and
detail; Tor on a careful examination of the
¢ Trades Arbitration Act” we discover
that the only possible somrces of dispuic
and differonce between employers and em-
ployees are by the very letter of the Bill
placed out of the veach of the Arbitrators.

It may well bo called a gem of tho first
bogwater, after a thunder-shower in July,
¢ glewr as mud ™ ““on the lincs whare beau-
ty lingers.”

" Passing over the Regisirut's fee, which is
to be two dollars and no more, and also
the least and greatest numbers thus shall
constitute o Loard, with the time given for
the election of such Board and their time
of continuing in ofiice, we arrive at whai I
had almost said was tho ‘- heart ™ of the
“ Bill;” but unfortunately, it is o dead
thing without as much as a shadow of
heart.

Here wo are :—*“ The Board shall have
power to hear and determine all questions
of dispuces, and differences -between the
masters and workmen, but nothing in this
Act contained shull aunthorize the said
Board to establish a rate of wages or price
of lubour or workmanship, at which the
workmen shall in future be paid.” Now,
gir, if this is not & gem in legislation we
must dig deop to find one. Do not the

- lawyers meet and arrange a scile of fees

to be charged in futuro to their clients ?
If not, what means the taxing of a bill of

ey e ———

costs ? Have not the physicians in every
city aud town arranged  during the present
winter a new scale of visiting-charges 1 And
special attention was given by them to
visiting after six p.m.; and most justly
were they entitled to do so. Again, take
up any report of the proceedings of tho
various church courts in the Dominion, and
is not the rate of pay made a prominent
feature in all the denominations? Differ in
what else they may, in this they all agree,
that a body of men engaged in the same
profession or calling are not only justificd
in so doing, but if they negleet to arrange
a fixed scalé of rates to be.charged in all
similar cases, they are deserving of blame.

But the last great cffort of tho ‘ great
circumlocution office ” shows how not to do
it even if you have a Board of twenty and
an independent chairman. Tho framer of
tho Bill deserves tho biggest bunch of red
tape over given from the ‘‘ great circumlo-
cution office.”

I rcmain,
Yours, &e.,
Feb, 3rd, 1873. WoRKMAN.

et D O~ AN ———

B. M. UNION, OTTAWA.

(To the Editor of THE WORKMAN,)

Sir,—Having the honor of being Cor-
responding Sccrotary to the “‘Ottawa Brick-
layers’ and Masons’ Union,” I deem it my
duty, while sending you a return of our

%ast election of officers, to make a few brief
remarks on the origin and progress of our
Union. Early in the spring of last year it
was found necessary to form a union for
the protection of our trade, so a meeting
was cal'ed and a union was formed on the
€th of April, 1872—which, to the credit of
the Bribklayers and Masons of Ottawa,
be it said that, ever since its formation it
has had a continual run of success, the best
proof of which is the steady increase both
in members and capital, until at present we
find ourselves far above the power of the
few ** Black sheep” who would if possible
show their teeth. The following are the
names of the members duly elected officers
for the ensuing year :—President, W, Mec-
Evale ; Vice-President, B. Sears ; Record-
ing Secretary, Wm. Finch ;. Corresponding
Secretory, J. E. McGuire ; Fin. Secretary,
A. MhcLennan ; Tyler, John Toy,

Yours &c.,
J. E. McGUIRE,
Cor. Sec. B. & M. Union, Ottawa.
Ottawa City, Jan. 30th, 1873.

CHARADE.

“Kate” sends us the following Charade,
which we insert with pleasure, more especially
as she says that those that have alrcady ap-
peared were more suited for ¢‘children” than
for *“ men.”

Beside a church, behind a hill,
My first may oft be scen ;
My second ofteu quoted is
In Fashion’s round, I ween;
My whole is used I understand,
By all the daughters of our land.

We have reccived further correct answers to
the Charade *‘Joiner” from N. B., T. R. C.,
and Shamrock, Toronto.

Correct answers to the Puzzle in last issue
have been received from N. B, J, W., J. B.,
and W, C., Toronto, and S. M., Hamilton.
The transposition is **One word.” Correct
answers to Charade were received from W. C.,
7. R. C, and J. B. Toronto. 'Lhe answer
from N, B, is not quite corre:§, as the sixth
}ine should have been ““palm” and not ““liclm.”

correct in some vespects, as no answer was
given to the fifth anid seventh Jines. A, X, V.
is correct all but the last line, whickis ¢ Eve,”
not ““mam.” The nnswer is, ““The Psalms of

David.”

MASTERS AND WORKMEN,

In the House on Tuesduy night, the ¥en.
Mr. Crooks moved the third 1ending of the
bill to facilitate the adjustment of disputes
between masters and workimen.

Mr. Camcron said the bill provided that
no adjustment bé'ween masters and work-
men shonid take place in relovenes to any
futare imeraase of wages.  YWas $hiero on
real Jegitimate objection to their havin

wages in future ?

Hon. Mr. Crooks s1id the lmitation ns
to the powers of the bourd of arbitration
provided for in the bill was contained in
the English Act, of which lis bill wasa
transcript. It appeared there was a reason
for this limitation. The bill in its scope
ondeavored to accomplish wwo things,—in
the tirst place, to allay any ill-blood that
might arise between masters and workmen;
and to facilitate their meeting to discuss
questions of dilference that might arise Le-
tween them. The primary objeet of the
bill was rather to establish a body which
should first endeavor to scttle dificrences
simply by discussion. The biil, howaver,
went further and provided that to some cx-

\ .

The answer from 8. M., Hamilton, is also in- ¢

i by shis process.

Cifein e

. - '
power to agreo togethier for an increass of ;

tent this body should be clothed with all
the powers of a Board of Arbitration, its
award having the same validity as awards
of ordinary arbitrations. It would not ap-
pear to be within the reasonable scope of a
bill to aid the sottlement of disputes be-
tween masters and workmen that a’ body
of this kind should have a right to settle by
arbitration as to what should be the rato of
wages in the future. It had therefore ap-
peared to him desirable to retain in this
bill the limitation of the English Act. The
bill did not pretend to create a tribunal
which should scttle all differences, but
merely to authorize the formation of boards
whore difforences might be discussed with
o view to amicable adjustment. That
seemed to be the practical operation of the
English boards, and from the report of the
Nottingham board which he had read to
the House the other day it would appear
that most of the difficulties referred to
had been settled,’not by award, but simply
because the parties had been drawn together
and thus put in the way of amicably set-
tling their disputes. :

Mr. Camcron said the principle would be
a good one if it were within the power of
the board to compel a master to continue a
person in employment at wages to be doter-
mined by the board and vice versa. Re did
not see, however, that that would be the
effect of the bill. Take the case of 2 num-
bor of men employed in a printing office,
for instance, who demanded that their
wages should be increased a certain sum.
The employer might rcfuse, and yet there
might bo reason on both sides. Now, per-
haps a board composed both of masters and
workmen might discuss the matter fairly
and perhaps settle it by mutual concession.
If that could be done, and strikes thus pre-
vented, it would be much more beneficial
than the provisigns of the bill, which enly
cnabled themm to arbitrate upon matters
that had ocedrred in the past.

Hon. Mr. Mowatt said it was difficult
for lawyers like his hon. friend and himself
to imagine courts which did not possess
powers of exeeution. But experience had
proved the utility of tribunals such as
those proposed in the bill, by bringing
parties together for the discussion of their
disputes. This was not a new or untried
Act, Courts of arbitration for the sctile-
ment of disputes betwecn masters and
workmen had been established in various
parts of England and had effected far
greater results than it was imagined such
means would have produced.

Mr. Cameron pointed out that he had
not offered any objection to the bill, but
had only suggested whether it might not be
made more comprehensive in its operation.

Hon. Mr. Mowat observed that the bil}
gave Boards of Arbitration the same powers
that were given in England, and he thought
it was better to stop there at present-

The motion was then carried, and the
bill read a third time and passed.

A USEFUL DISCOVELY.

The material produced by Col. Szerelmy,

and called by the Arabic-sounding name fof
Yopisesa, is a species of paint, varnish or zlue,
or rather, a substance combining. the special
qualities of ecach of these hodies with others
peculiar toitself, Y6 can be carployed with
the facility of paint. It i as nreservative of
suirface and of lustre as the most successful
varnish, It holds with a tenzeity cqual to
the best mariue glue, not only wood, vaper
and cloth, but stone, glass and iron. It i3 im-
pervious to water. 1t is incombustibie by
iire.  Itisalmost an absolute nor-conductor
of heat.  While ¢nalities such as these are
enough to zive a very hizh cemmercial value
to a chiomical product, the eoss of produesion
is 2aid to be very low. e have not space to
enter into the interssiing detzils of the man-
ner in which Col. Sserdimy was ted to the dis-
covery of thisimportant material. He ielieves
that 16 is the very zeevel thas has imparted so
imperispable durability to the savcophagi, the
mummy clothg, and the murzl paintings of
the ancient eyptians.  There i3, it is certain,
a wonderiully Baypeian look abiout the pancls,
cloths, andl piles, beaws and s'copers, prepared
Sowe ol tirews have been for
years weler wator,  Some of Lien have heen
so b Lo jots of flamirye gas. They appear
o bave b ou fibtle aflect «i by either. Human
foi adaunte onzth to apply ihe test
to wileh the mveztor proposis to submit the
timbers he has prepwal. Tt when we say
that not only & very Juge jroportien of the
uswepaper press of the country has ealled at-
tentiou to the resulis.of the cxperiment, but
that Dr. Faradav and Sir Roderick Muarehison,
in an official report which the House of Com-
mons ordered to be printed on the 16th of
May, 1860, bear wituess to the cifciency of
Zopissa for arresting tho decay of stone, it will
be sean that we have reason for oxpressing
surprise that the material bas not been brought
into univorsal use. Its valuo for maritime
and military purposes appears to be oxtraordin-
ary. Opticians and opera goers know the
worth of the now material, alumininm, owing
to tho two qualitios of non-oxitization and
great lightness. A double opera-glass might
bo made of Zopissa paper, 5o lizht that the

glass would bo the heaviest part, so strong as .
to be proof against any but intentional injury,
and at a cost waich would leave aluminium
nowhere. Again, for pipes, cisterns, reserd
voirs of water, not only can these be made of
this material at a third of the price of irop
but the chemical action that is always goiné
on in metal containing water would be obvi-
ated, ':md the great trouble of tho winter
frosts in London and other large towns, the
fracture of the water-pipes, would be rendered
a thing of the past ; owing not so much to the
great strongth as to the non-conducting quali-
ty of pipes made of this chesp material. CSlnaco
would fail to tell of the uses to which it may
be satisfactorily applied. For vessels it may
be made to combine the lightness of timber
with the resistance of iron armor.  For shoes
it is at once light and durable. For cartridge
cases it presents to the manufacturer of small
arms, and indeed to the artillerist in any

branch, exactly that of which he is i
_London At )",0"")2(11. ich he is in search.

TRAVELLERS' GUIDE_TORONTO TIME.
GRAND TRUNK RAILWAY,

FROM THE EAST, FROM ‘THE WEST,
Belleville Train—9.37 a.m, Night, Express—5.160.m.

Express—11.07 o.m, Mixed f —
rs iy A lut..m‘ tom Berlin—10.46

Express—11.07 p.m, E.\1)ress—0:30 pan,
Mail—146 p.m.
QOING LAST, GOING WEST.

FExpress—5.37 a.m.
Mixed—12 05 a.n.
Bellevillo Irain---5.37 p.m.
FExpress—7.07p.m.

Express—7.30 a.m.
Express—11.45 a.m.
Mail—3.45 p.m.
Mixed—5.30 p.m.
Express—12 05 a.m.
GREAT WESTERN RAILWAY,
a0ING WEST. FROM THP WEST,

Express—7.00 a.m, Accommodation—11.00a.m

Do. 1150 a.n. Express 1,15 p.m.
Accommodation—4.00 p.m. Mail—5,30 p.m.
Express—S. 00 p.n. Accommodation—9.30p.m

TURONTO AND NIPISSING RAILWAY.

GOING NORTH.

Mail 8,00 a.m. Mail=10.45 a.m,
Mafl--3.60 p.m. Mail—5.35 p.m,

Conncets with Midland Railway for Lindsay
ton, Peterboroush, &e. i sy, Boaves-
TORONTO, GREY & BRUCE RAILWAY.
EXION STATION,

FROM THR NORTIL,

OO0ING WFST. RON THE WBST,
Mail—'::.so a.m, Mail—11.30 a.m.
Do, 3.45 p.an, Do 8.50 p.m.

Pew  Ddwertisements,

GREY & BRUCE

WOOD YARD,
BAY STREET,

{Opposite Fire Hall.)

Becch, Maple, Mixed, and Pine Wood constantly on hand.

ALL KINDS OF CUT AND SPLIT WOOD IN £TOCK

HARD AND SOFT COAL

Of cvery description, promptly delivered, ad iowm
. prices.

Note the Address,—
OPPOSITE BAY STREET FIRE HALL.

WAL BULMAYN,

PROPRIETOR.

ASTONISHING BUT TRUE

43-te

Heavy Winceys for 10c per yaxd,

All-wool Flannels for 25¢ per yard.
Splendid Fancy Dresses for 81 50.
Beautiful Japanesc Silk Dresses, only 4 50,

AT THE
“STAR”
Dry Goods & Clothing House

Corner King and West Market Streets,

£45 All Goods marked in plain figures, 38.to

GREAT
DRESS

SALE!
OVER 60.000 YARDS

T0 LR

SLAUGHTERED!!

Down below the Whelesale Cost  Our ** Buye:” is om
his way toEngland to hunt up

BARGAINS FOR THE SPRING TRADE.

SALES ONLY FOR CASH.

T. EATON & CO,

CORNER TONGE & QUEEN STREETS.

42-te

“THE ROVAL TEA MART”

1S THE PLACE PR
CHOICE TEAS, COFFEES, SUGARS,
FRUITS AND SPICES,

Forts, Sherries, Clarets and Chunpegnes : Tenncssey's,
Vine Grower Co.'s, Jules Robin & Co.'s Cognuc Dran-
dics: Dunnville's Irish Whiskey ; Bernard’s  Gluger
Wino; Stewart's Scoteh Whiskey ; Jamuiea and St
lago Rum : Bonth’s nud Bernard's Old Toin Gin; Db
Ruyper and Houlman’s Hollawd Gin: Bass's Palo Ale;
Guinness’s and Blood's Dublin Stout ; Montreal India -
Pule Ale and Porter i Epp's Homa@opath'e Cocos and
Tavlor's Homaropathie Maravilla, Cocva and Choeolato ;
Jaues & Sou's Dome Bluck Lead ; Starch aud Blue ;. -
Crossoe & Blaclkwell's Plckles and Sauces, ctc,, ¢te. '

ALSO, A FULL ASSORTMENT OF

CHOICE FAMILY GROC! RIES. .

H. K. DUNM,
65 QUEEN STREET \VEST,

OPPOSITE TERAULEY STREET.



