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THE SEVENTH INTERNATIONAL CON-
GRESS OF ARCHITECTS.
By A CORRESPONDENT.
Even the most ener
porters w
all the m

getic and ubiquitous of re-
ould have found it impossible to attend
eetings and functionk arranged f{or the
edification and entertainment of the members of
the 7th Congress of Architects. These had to be
arranged to overlap because of the large number
attending—some 1,700—and because everything
had to be crammed into the space of one week.
And a busy week it was, mornings and after-
noons and evenings being all filled up—in many
cases doubly and trebly—so that members had to
make a selection of the subjects and places of
most interest to them. The evening functions to
which all were invited were very crowded. “The
making of all the necessary arrangements must
have involved an enormous amount of thought
and labour, and the smoothness with which every-
thing moved showed how efliciently the work
was'done. The weather was ideal throughout.
That these Congresses accomplish the purpose
for which they were designed
from the fact that the
attended 1

may be assumed
y continue to be so largely

Y busy men from far distant points.
It appears™ tq be decided that the next one—in

1908—is to be held in Austria, and Mr. Cass Gil-
bert put in 4 claim for the succeeding one being
held in the U.S.A., while the representative of
Japan looked forward to welcoming his confreres
to the land of the rising sun. “The catholicity of
art is emphasized by the large number of na-
tionalities represented. Locally and individually
architects may have their petty rivalries and
jea.lousies, but there is no international rivalry
of this sort, and 4 true international rivalry in
art is a large-sonled thing that can oiilly be pro-
ductive of good. Such Congresses as these must
tend to further the ideas of Pentente cordiale and
Imperial federation just as certainly in their de-
gree as the inter-parliamentary one now being
held in London. Accredited delegates were sent

he Governments of Furope and

r of societies and municipalities

and in the U.S.A., while ten
societies in the British Colonies sent delegates,
as did also the municipality of Montreal. ‘The
hame of the 0.A A was conspicuous by its ab-
sence from thig list. Tt struck some of us as be-

in these countrieg

to the toast of e b 1
banquet, Perhaps t
cate compliment de
delegates fee] at h
‘““we’re'a’ John L
be treated as str

¢ Foreign Delegates’ at the
his should be taken as a deli-
signed to make these Colonial

angers,
sonally acquainteq with their breth-
Ten of other coy

: ntries. I'he reading and discus-
Ston of papers must necessarily he somewhat per-
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functory amid so much hurry an {olloW)

discussions are sometimes di!hcul‘t C:Ii:)en-
ing to diflerent languages bLm}.’. ;(I)’r profcs.sl.
not but notice how usual it lfﬂ ety
men on the Continent to speak ol 4
their own language, at least one Ioanv of the o
which English is usually one. l\/Fn-gliS 5
eign delegates spoke in exccllcnt‘ ;re o
matter Knglish-speaking people e st HO% T
But fortunately Latin and Grcck‘ ‘Z,,Coura!!“‘g- :
fetishes they used to be. It WE}S et 16
meet the other day a well eduic'd krow B
youth who knew no Latin, but (lhe kind ust Wil
and German. The papers were of L riking i -
read at such meetings. New anc i‘S pot s o
are not to be expected thcre._ I% ssed OF o
ing that some of the resolutloll»T'OlpourleSs’ i i
questions discussed were rather ¢ ting the 'r)rC’
inept, e.g., that in regard to cduﬁ;g Lo the Iand
tect as a craftsman. That refer il g.Ood .
servation of ancient monuments e 0
advocated necessary repairs as OPI -Sited
storation. puildings ?/1 g
It was noticeable that of the 1)' two Weré o
solely for their architecture, ‘mﬁ the et
temporary work. Probably a
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would be familiar from photograjl
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Hent archltctt ctﬂ“l

with the monuments of ancie e

0 . .eeing th : s i]l
which were visited. But in s _urroundmg“;w11
buildings with the scenery and :rucr illlpre's',rhc
which they are set, one gets a give:
of them than any ph()togra.ph ‘
mind is carried back to the tllllei.vc - ¢
built and can realize how expressl ~ rough 1‘rel’c
is of the character of the men Wh()-h results ‘ﬁeld
and the conditions under which sutrk ot a(; i
produced. The lion oak in the {P?r hio B8
was pointed out by Colonel Bal Olen’tione e?able
honours there, as having been 111} that yet o
landmark in Domesday l)ook.' s that o
oak could only speak! The pity 11\5 ik ca];ked
electicism produces so few wOrh - to be ra
shown to visitors as being worthy
with those of the past.

The exhibition of architccturelll arranged U
pictures was so good and so wel e heined
one wishes it could be made pcrn]h?ﬁ il o
tentions shown to visiting 111"31111"‘“: an '-;wrb.
the traditions of British hospita lii'n‘ary ws]osed
great houses inaccessible to Or(,t which € o
were opened to them. The banﬁ;}éd stlccesl,me“‘
the proceedings was an unqua 1‘1 s gellt :s by
was attended by some 500 ladies > il stat S
For the first time, ladies had an Ocollle Inelll (he
being given the opportunity to.l.)e)art in 8 s
and were thus enabled to take Iof right o in
Congress proceedings as a mattel‘the pand™” e
added much to the brilliancelof s s "
particular. Many of the foreign fd;;ied y
British members were aCCOlfll)dere t1el’ek‘1 ged
wives, and many dillerent types W o 53.(1161
the fair Saxon of the North t(')rhc srest
daughter of the Sunny bou_tll’-blc chairt
the R.I.B.A. made an admlr.a the poin b
the speaking was good and }tlo by cot clu
gether it was a fitting and happ:
the Congress.
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