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lubmait, any doubt whatever of the power o
that Parliament to deal with the subject.

The formi which the objection to federa
jurisliction ordinarily takes is that a law fo
distribution of assets merely, without pro
vision for the insolvent's discharge would no
be the exercise of legislative authority upon
the subject of "bankruptcy and insolvency
assigned by the British North America Ac
to the Dominion Parliament, but a dealing
with "property and civil rights " relegate
to the Provincial Legielatures. Such a posi
tion, it seems to us, i. not simply unten
able, but utterly absurd. It ought nol
to be necessary to point out that there is no
necessary connection between the subject of
"bankruptcy and insolvency " and that ex
ceptional power of legislative interference
with contract rights of which the granting
of judicial discharge to dealers from their
Obligations is an instance. Bankruptey and
insolvency as now used are practically sy-
nonymous terms. They mean inability to
pay ene's debta. An insolvent in one who
cannot meet his obligations as they mature,
and insolvency is the state of such a person.
[t necessarily follows that any law which
proposes to deal with the affaira of men in
such a condition i. an insolvent law, and can
under our constitution be enacted by no
power but that parliament to which the sub-
ject of insolvency is relegated. The equi-
table distribution of assets has always been
tiie main object of allhankraptcy laws in
tus and every other country. The question
of relief to debtors from further liability has
always been merely an incidental one. It
las always been for the parliament passing
au insolvent law to say whether any such

shlief ah uld be accorded and if so, the ex-
tont towhic hitoslould go and the terms
Upon vhicii it should ho grsnted.

When bankrupt laws were firet enacted in
oegl nd the idea of granting any redresa to

tie unfortunate debtors can scarcely have
ocurred to the old fashioned legislators
Who then made the nation's laws. They
treated the insolvent rather as a criminal
dolinquent and hie inability to meet bis ob-
ligations as strong evidence of fraud. The
discharge of a debtor whose estate had been
listributed among bis creditors from further
ibiity for the claims of the se creditors, in
quite a modern appendage to bankruptcy
lws. Whether the legislative granting of
r'oba5 ,fren debts is right and proper, and if
no, viethor in the present state of affaire in
Canada,a law for that purpose should be
onacte owe are not now discussing. What
vo deu . te emphasize is that any law

fhichpreOVideS for the ratable distribution
of the aets cf insolvent debtors amongthor creditrs and which creates the neces-
sary mancinos forerrying out that pur-peo,' in an inaivent avw, viether it previde.
for the discharge of the insolventa or net, sud
as such comes within Federaland not nov.

cial juriadiction.
That point being clear. .

ly cear hat h • , and it bemng equaly lea that the intrests Of the country
demand that vhatovorllavdje in force on the
subjoot should apply alike to ail the pro-
vinces, the prement Dominion Government
must not be permitted to shirk a plait. duty
on any such flimsy pretext as that of doubt-
fui jurisdiction wuld be. T. mattr has.
long enough been allowed te dangle before

f the eye. of the commercial community in the
shape of bille brought in, session after ses-

l sion, by private members, only to be stran-
r gled by one or other of the well understood
- parliamentary methodu. The subject is
t sufficiently important and the urgency suf-
n ficiently great to render a government bill
" the only proper mode of procedure. Whether
t discharges shall be granted on proper terme
g is for Parliament to say. What the mercan-
d tile community asks and ought to have is, an
- equitable distribution of assets, by one pro-
- ceus instead of the present inequitable and
t cumbersome mode of realization.

If discharges are to be granted they should
f be provided for by separate enactment ;
- since they should obviously apply as well to

debtors who under the present law have
voluntarily 'given up al their assets for rat.
able distribution as well as to those whose

1 estates may be wrested from them for the
same purpose under a law for distribution.
There is the above good reason at the presenta
time for keeping these subjects separate, andt
it i well to keep in view the fact that there
is under no circumistances any necessary
connection between them. It is well knowna
that great diversity of opinion exista upon1
the question of whether discharges should be
granted at all, and if so upon what terme
and under what circumstances, but there ie
little room for divereity of opinion upona
the propriety of having an insolvent's effectsa
f airly distributed by one process instead of
their being frittered away by such wrangling
as is now so common. It is no argument toe
say that it is unfair to pass a law wherebyb
you take away all a debtor has with >ut af-a
fording him as a c mpensation relief from
further liability to those for whose benefitI
he is made to hand over all he possesses. TheP
law, as it now stands, affords means of strip- P
ping a debtor of all he owns, and gives him1
in return no discharge exoept so far as the a
result i satisfaction of the particular debs P
sued for. What in asked now is that instead P
of creditors being allowed to scramble for
precedence, the law shall, upon insolvencyd
taking place, effect a fair distribution among P
those.thereto eAtitled. This will not place P
the debtor in any worse position than he t
now occupies. It will leave the qu stion of I
his release from liability to be dealt wi h, as 
it Bhould be as a separate and distinct matter. '

c

COPPER MINING.

The metallurgical processes for the separa-
tion of copper from its ores are both lengthy f
and complicated. The iron and sulphur t
found along with them muet be separated from i
the copper. The sulphur, it in usual to bum bi
away as sulphurous acid, (SO1) and to carry C
off the iron by means of fluxes in the form of i
slag. There are said by scientiste to be not w
fewer than ten distinct steps in the produc- f
tion of commercially pure copper. The in- t
dustry i one, therefore, of a very complicated r
character. The mont recent, and one of the
mont promising enterprises in connection N
with copper-mining, i. in that "rich little, d
tight little island," Cape Breton, the rich- i
ne. a of which portion of Nva Scotia is so c
well known and admitted that there needs no g
repetition of the list of metals to be found c
there. Within ton miles, oriless, of Sydney, o
C. B., and between four and five mile. dis- a

tant from the north-west arm of Sydney
Harbor in what is known as the Coxheath
Copper Mine, on the north slope of Coxheath
Mountain in the county of Cape Breton
Having been prospacted as long ago as 1875,
the mine has been understood to be rich in
copper, but although visited by speculators
and reported upon faveurably, we are told,
by Engineers from the Old Country, it was
undevelopei until Boston and Cape Breton
parties sent Mr. J. W. Revere, a mining ex.
port from that city to examine it. Hia re-
port being favourable, about 1881 the pro-
perty, consisting of about a square mile
was purchased. Since ' then a large
amount of money has, we are told, been ex-
pended upon it by a company formed under
the Maine law, with a capital of half a million
dollars.

Two shafta have been sunk on the property,
one of them, 6 ft. Il in., bas reached a depth
of 175 feet. At sixty four feet down on this
shaft, four drifts were cut in the direction of
the cardinal points of the compass to pros-
pect the lode. Other drifts were made at
different depths farther down. They all
showed ore, but it was not considered to be in
paying ·quantities. No 2 shaft, whose di-
mensions are 7 feet by 14, was carried down
200 feet, and in this shaft pay ore was struck.
It is found to run diagonally &cross the drifts,
and corresponds so well with that exposed in
a prospect bole some two hundred feet away
that the existence of quantities of paving
stuff is regarded as demonstrated. At all
events some seven hundred tons of the ore
bas been raised during the past summer,
and the present openings render available
some four thousand tons, which a practical
metallurgist estimates to contain about four
per cent. copper. If thie should seem a low
percentage it is as well to remember that the
Rio Pinto, one of the largest of the Spanish
mines, produced 20,000 tons copper from 3
per cent or". The Cornwall ores average 6j
per cent. and Newfoundland 10.

Mr. Revere says, in hie report, that the
development of the property has passed the
prospecting stage, and has ''reached the
point where, with the immediate addition of
he necessary machinery, it can be a large
producer." HE1 describes the mine in its
principal workings as "a perpendicular shaft
L97 feet deep, with 460 feet of drifts and
cross-cuts, developing a lode of mineral-
bearing rock, heavily charged with yellow
opper pyrites (chalcopyrites). There can
be no doubt that this lode occupied a true
issure. Where the wall rocks are exposed
hey are smoothed and, in s)ome cases, pol-
shed, not only is the clay gauge met with,
but there are between the walls masses of
lay and disintegrated vein-matter which
ndicates the extent of activity and motion
which at one time existed. It may, there-
ore, be considered as almost a coertainty that
he Iode continues to a depth far below the
reach of the miner.'

A fair road connects the mine with the
North-west arm of Sydney harbor, 44 mile.

distant, where there is a nsl wharf belong-

ng to the Company. The ore is very pure
haloopyrites, eily separated fromt te

angue of the vein, and can be readily con-
entrated so asto yild from 12 to 15 per
nt of copPer. Portions of the vein carry

n appreciable amount cf silver and gold.
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