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THE COAL SITUATIONj

critical situation. as a result of difficýulty in securing food
and other icesary aeras so Ilhe provinces Of Mani-

oaOntario and Quecbe ha\v bLen faced withi a hlortag"e
in fulC SUPPly w\hich Is alotas essenlial to thlem. 'lhie
Wgeneiral causes of shortage aire in b)oth cases ilaa
flew situation has, arisen Ii politicail relati<ons nvlvn
Ia'bor shortage and transportation diticulties. The foo(d
crisis has b:een fiet by Stimiulating production, byv ani aile-
viation of the causes whk wre rucsîr1cing the supIjply,
aind by redticig, also, as far- as possible, the cons-umption,
Simnilar methods miust be more fully applicd to the present
coal problem. We trust, o)f course, to continue, t0 obtain
from the Ulnited Stateýs the iiaýx'iIIumI con;I supply that
WaishIngton wiIallot us. But incidinally il is worth re-
inienbering that the more we secure fromi the United
.States, the greater becoies thart unfavorable balance of
~trade against Canlada, wvhich we are coritinually arying to
reduce. It ks futile, at present, to think, of meceting the
neecds of these provinces by the impoxrtaition of Aýllbert», Or
Nova Scotia coal because the transportation faIctor pre-
sents an insurmnottrntable difliculty ; excepting, of c-ourse, in
the case of portions Of Mainitoba and Quebec..

As regards the utilization of wothis source iso0f reai
.ssistIance in rural commruiuities. Webeivc-wt the
exception of certain striking instances where municipali-
lies have <cted,-thit the possib,-ilities of lIcali relief fi-rm
wood have not bleen adequantely t aken advantage of., fil
tlle United States, we undersîand, the Fu>el AXdiniStraýtioil
takeq cognizarnce of tbe.efforts miade regarding wood when

niakua llents' of ç9afl Wo hoiNever, is an irtade-
qLlate flltafl <f Illeting tubher the presçnt termporary ex'-

geny r Ilhe permanent fuel pro>blletn with which these
provinces are f aced.

Wihregarid to stimuitlationt of local coa! production
weespcialyin naioand Quebec,, rai, do nothing dli-
rccly on thse neýs, We m.ay, however, increase the

develo)pmnn of hydro-electric power, mnaking this avail-
"befor purposes of indistry and ilt-ereby release large

<us )iie f coa! for hecating, fo)r which purpose, as hias
henpointed out Mn previous articles, ecrityis flot eco-

nom1iially suitable.
PFor Ilhe presenit at least, it almnost appears, that the

con)iindcç elffect of thev var1ous Sources of relief just rt.fei-
recd to catnnot miakec up for tht twenty per cent, reduction
[blat lis been macle in Caniada's coal allotment froin the ~
Uiied ýýîates. It is neesrtherefore, thàt the fullest
possible efllcienIcy Muust be o-btainled through such regula-
lion iii the actual consumiption of our con! supply as car'
be cxtercised by those in charge of thle Fuel Administ¶ra-
tion, whether federal, provincial or local.

There are large numnbers 0f people in the provinces of
Manito)ba, On1tario and Quebte, who have their ulsual sup-
ply of coal aind whoic are uslng il in tht usujal wvay; there
are mnany ilso whthrough lack 0f foresighi or through
uflexpieteçi circumistances find thmevsunaible ta obtain
any aIt eclcvcitli bour. Thelise latter at leasî are greatly
interested in anly nsures hihwould seuethei 'a
supply. Shaîl we have to rely, 'Is in Ille case of tht food

sri,îy, uipOn a patriotic aippeal, which. dots flot at 1afl
reachi considerabje portionso of tht commnunity?

If the fuel Situation is as being represented in tht pibý-
lic press, and ive believe it is, then is not some form of
drastic regulation a nees? If so), how long will it be
before adequate regulation ks mnace effective? Our Public
He(alth authorities fou nd that provisiont and action with
regard to the "IiiflueuIZa" wAere rewa,ýlrcied by, greatly re-
lie-ving the distress arising froni this epidemnic.
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