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Lieut.-Col. lion. J. M. Gibson.
The announoement of Lieut.-Col. Gib-

son' s retirement from the active corn*
inand of the Thirteenth
Battalion wvil be receïi'ed
wîth regret by rnilitary
inen throughout the Dorn-
inion, and especially so
by the menibers of the
corps with which he bas
been connected for niany
years. On the other hand,
there will be a general
feeling of gratific-ation -
that in recognition of his
long and valuiable service
hie is to be allowed to re.
tire retaining rank, whcli
while relieving hiii fiomn
the woi-k învolved in the
active comimand of an in-,
portant city corps like (lie
Thirteenth, will render bis i
counsel and service still
available in connection
with the militia.

It is r1ow 35 years since
Colonel Gibson's rnltary
career 1,egan. His inititil
experience was acquwred
in this city in the year
i 86o, when be joined the
Universit), company at *i

the tirne of the Tient af-
fair, and he took part in
thefirstdrill of theQueen's
Own Rifles at the Normal
Scliool' rounds. TIhe late
Prof. Croft was thien Cap-
tain of the University
companv. and it was un-
der bis direction that Pri-
vate Gibson fired bis flrst shot on the old
range in Bloor street ravine. In june,
1863, he gratuated, and, moving to 1-amîil-
ton, joined No. i Comnpany of the Thir-
teentb Battalion. \Vith that battalion he
bas since continuou!sly been connected,
serving in ail ranks up to that of Lieut.-
Colonel. In 1865 lie took a course at
the military school then at Hamilton,
where he received second and first class
certificates. During the Fenian raid in

1866 he was present at Rýidgevay as a
rnenber of the leadin.g coînpany of the
Tbirteenth. Forînerly, when the city
corps went under canvas for annual drill,
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he wvas frequcntly out with the rhirteenth
at Thorold, Gimsb)y and Niagara. For
four or five years past he lias been a
prominent figure in the -ligh Park au-
tumn mianoeuvres of city corps, in con-
nection with %vwbicli ne tcncrally led either
the attacking or defcnding foi-ce. These
occasions bave ini recent years womid up
the season's work, upon the result of
wvhich bas been awarded the Gzowski
Cup for general efficiency, and it speaks

well for the comnmand of Col. Gibson
that in two out of the four conipetitions
which bave taken place the Thîrteenth
lias won the coveted trophy against, other

city battalions,
As a riflen.n Col. Gib-

son's reputation is second
to no officer's in the wide
Dominion. Ih took ,sev-
eal ycars of hard practice

to bing hini to the front,
and it "'as flot till 187J
that lie bqan to gain dis-
tinction in this direction.
li-e 'vas a member of the
\Vimlbledon teamns in1874,
1875 and 1879, on al
tbree occasions winning
prizes, but lie wvas espec-
ially successfüi in the
latter year, wlhen lie won
the Prince of Wales'

* ~ l'nze, with a score of o4,'~- f.~- which %vasthie highest
score ever made at Wim.

*bledon witb the Snider
)îilk in a Queen's range
match. T le samne year

*lie tricd for the Olymipic
l'rize, offered for the Snm-
dercliarnionshin but was
rtulcd out on a tcchnical
objection of appearitig too
L te at tliefiring point. In
iSSi Col. Gîbson coni-
mianded the Canadian
team- at Wimbledon, and
is one of the few officers
whose teain have brought

Vi the Kolapore Cup to the
Dailnon.
Col Gibson bas been

1resident of the Vic.
toria Rifle Club oi Hamilton, which
was formied over 3P years ago, one of the
0 idest organizations of the kind in the
country, and bias done much to prcomote
skillecl înarksmianship in the Aîbitous
City. Arnong other positions he bias
filled are those ofl>resident of the Ontario
Rifle Association, which hle occupied for
hirce years ; of the Dominion Military

Rifle League, whicb position he also beld
for three years ; Presidçnt of the nonii.
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