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GROHOORE OF THE BILL-HOOK.
" BY JOHN BANIM. .

' CHAPTER XIX.
‘Tne hout tor Pierce Shea’s exeqution on the
allows, or rather for his progress to it, sounded
B¢ om the -town-clock of Kilkenny. All was
W realy for the terrible procession from the prison
Edoor to the gallows-green, at the extremity of
the eity, where he was €2 suffer. The 'guard of
horse and loot, aud the hushed multitude with-
d out, awaited the appearance og the doomed man ;
band, in a few'muutes, & universal tnurmur of
commiseration, with audible prayers for mercy
on Inis soul,-and happiness in the. life to come,
¥ . nnounced.liis entrance into the street. .
He came forward, cladina jacket of white
linen, leather small-clothes, ftung tight to his
limbs, white stockings, and shaes with buckies.
His head was bare ; and its long; farr locks, de-
ceatly conbed back, bung “in curls around his
 face and shoulders. At the instant of his ap-
pearance, the young man’s face was tushed,
 even beyond its natural ruddy 1.1ug, to a scarlet
blaze, the evidence of the burning .fever of min-
gled emotions that reigned within him ; of buman
- shrinking from Ins borrible fate, and mauly effort,
' and religious zeal to i')rave it bu'l:, the moument
s eye met the gazing erowd, it feli, and his
[ cheeks rapidly became livid as death. - This
j change was not however the effect of moral_ cow-
[ ardice ; and he was soon 3ble to man himself
again, and-take a secontd and composed survey
 of the thousand livivg creatures that stared so
| strangely and so fearfully upon biem. His coun-
 fenance Ihen assumed an expression in unison
B .with the prepared and resigoed state of s pre-
 vious thoughts 3 apd winch, together with s
smanly forw, drew down uaqualified pity and com-
| passion. All was once more prepared. The sol-
diers closed arourid: him and ins priest 5 bis arms
 were pinioned ; with the.left, however, he linked
his reverend companion § b right hand held " a
prayer-book ; and the cavaicade moved on.
The sheriff, with his white waad, attended by
 “the still gruff yailor, immediately preceded hun ;
and a car, holding Prerce’s coffin and ln_s execu-
tioner, the last agent of the law disguised from
popular recogmuon by a large outside coat, a
slouched hat, and a black mask—closely follow-
ing. o
gAs they- were closely moved along the streets
of the eity, the shop+, to prevent accident from
the crushing crowd, were closed and this arrange-
ment gave an appearance of mute sympathy with
the mouraful exhibition. Lt was a fine day, and
the sun shone brightly ; yet none of the influence
of a fine day was felt; and, somehow, the sun-
light seemed to fall with a strange aad unusual
glare, making no one and nothing cheerful. . The
windows of the houses were par ially occupied by
those among the inbabitanis whose nerves or cu-
- riosty were strongest ; and now and then a fe-
male might be observed hazarding a glance at
the joor young, culprit, and 1astantly retreating
to the interior of the room, struck- with awe
or horror;- or overpowered by more tender emo-
tions. ‘ o
We were young aud giddy on that memorable
day, and pushed with childish eagerness to be-
ho!d so novel a sight ; yet we remember to this
liour the impression made on our tender minds by
the face and manner of the unfortunate man.—
. The character of both was uneartbly and start-
ling ; bearing and showing a something of this
world ; and seemed a creature of different kind
from the living among whom he walked; the
grave had already stamped him with its likeness.
His eye kept no recognition for the beings or
things around Ium ; 1t strayed not here anc there,
as man’s eyes will stray to catch notice of, or
belp, or gratification, or assurance from the
bright varieties of animate creationj aud tho’
he stepped with a firm and courageous step, that
. actiou seemed the result of a previous command
of the will, still unconsciously obliged by the
muscles of his body, rather than a continuous
exercise of mental and anima! function. Fis
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parched Lps moved rapidly in prayer; so ra-.

pdly, that one might have thought be feared to
miss, in making his great preparation, a second

of bis measured time ; and when occasionally he-

knelt  with his ‘priest at different turns of the
streets, i Was terrible to see the uplurming of
his eyes, that rolled” and stramed to heaven in
supplication; or else shudderingly and_ darkly in-
ward upog; himself, untl nothwg .of them ap-
peared but:the dull blank white, without life. or
meaning S e e B
- The pracession gainéd the last turning of the
kst suburb’street

. Jgbt the (i of his'‘priest,’ A e
‘ jn”gave him,. nerve,; and: he walke

; eel 1t "had o traverse. -. The, high.
. gallows-trée was straight. before the culprit.: At.|
. first sight of:it he stept-back a htde, and: pressed
| A& o wordsof
the, zgal--

Hdiilgence ; our’young hearts loved‘each other ;=
.| and, although this is the last - parting, it 'shall not aond* _ \
| be a long on ;-1 did not wish it but, now that!causing wine to “be brought- to the spot; Mr.
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cross direction ; and a voice was heard crying
out, in accenls hoarse with earnestness and emo-
tion—° Mr. Sheriff ! Mr, Sherifi I’

A hum of eager conjectures,and of hope,
they kaew not why or wherefore, ran through
tbe erowd : and poor Pierce himself starled from
the deadly trance that bad fallen on him, and hs-
tened to those sudden words with a hysteric

consciousness ot their having sounded on his dull
ear, and aq effort, like that of a bed-rid and dot-
ing old maun, te connect some past recollections
and present koowledge with the accents of a
tong-kuowan but jong-forgotten voice.

The sheriff instantly hasteaed o where ihe
carriage bad drawn up, aod was seen to listen to
some rapid instructioas addressed to him by a
person within, Tn fess than a mioute the confer-
ence was over ; the shedifl bowed profoundly at
the carriage window, and the carriage again
drove away towards the main streets of the
town ; tollowed by a post-chaise, from which
Tom Lyndop, the butcher, nodded smilingly to
his many acquaintances among the erowd, (o
their utter aslonishment, and, for the sake of hu-
man nature we blush to record, merrunent 100 ;
for, even amid the horrors of such a scene, our
fellow-creatures can be merry,

The greater part ol the muliituile were, how-
ever, L00 remote to be influenced - by the shame-
ful occurrence ; aund, as the shenff returned, they
ouly wiispered, and conjectured, and still hoped
something or other. DBut he gravely took bis
place at the back of the culpnt, and gravely mo-
tioved 1o proceed to the fatal spot: all again
moved ou, more melancholy than ever; Pierce
seeming to have Jost power or will to follow up
anything distmct from his situation, ar which
was not at once wade clear to him; and the
crowd concluding that the commuaication with
the chiel officer could have bad no concern with
him. ' '

The culprit and his priest stood under the gal-
lows. Pierce saw the guard of horse "and foot
close darkly and sternly around him ; be felt
that they came, like the shadow of death, be-
tween him and existeuce.  Still he stood bravely
as a Christian man looking from this world into
the glory of the next, and therefore able to
think more of what be hoped to gain, than what
he was about to lose. The clergyman, a young
man like himself, beld his hands, and, with tears
of miagled grief and zeal runaing down his
cheeks, continued to speak the last grand words
of comfort and promise. Then he kissed the
sufferer’s lips, and intunated to the shemfi that
his peastent was ready for his fate. J3ut scaice-
ly had be spoken, when a pierciog scream was
heard witbout, and a young woman rushed like
lightwing through the throng of the guards, broke
into the inward space, and clasped Pierce in her
arms ; and be, as if heaving off the pressure of
the grave, in which bis thoughts already were in-
terred, gazed at Alley Doohug.

Her cap bad been rent from her bead in the
wild struggle ; her mantle, too, she had left in
the hanis of the resisting guards; her shinmg
auburn bair fell luxuriantly down, as if anxious

a blow given her by one of the soldiers, more
cruel than the rest, ran over her ashy cheek and
beautitul neck. '

Her lover bad but one sentiment for Alley, as
he now stood encireled by her arms ; he looked
at her with love alone ; all her late conduct was
forgotten.
because is orms were nioned with the felon
cord ; but his head sunk on her shoulder, and he
wept the only tears that bad that day escaped
bim.

And she, too, acted and spoke as if her love
for bim had oever been excelled by "woman’s
love for wan, and as 1f she never had let it cool
or slumber in her bosom. She was, indeed, dis-
tracted with the agony of that bhour, and ber
words were tlose of a lunatic. Addressing the
guards around, she told them they could not,
dare not, part her from her lover ; she wocld not
part him from her arms ; be was her own Pierce,
and she was us own poor Alley Dooling ; and
‘then, turning and smiling frighttully in his' face,
she asked him to confirm what she had said, and
to- declare he would come home with her her,and
not stay near them. .

Pierce pronounced ber name, and she started
and looked at him, and watched his lips, as 1f to
listén to her own ‘sentence of life and death.—
One advanced to part them; her -quick eye
caught the person’s motion, and, again screaming
wildly, she clasped-him closer, and hid . ber face
in tis bosom.  But ber terrors were vain j for at

“his ranks... - .

-.:¢God bless you,;si_t-."," - sai
he:huniade officer ;¢ I ask.

fell back; a carriage drove furiously up in a

catching of breath that betokened oaly a bhalf

to supply its absence j and, alas! from her far
temples a ghastly stream of blood—the effect of

He could not return her embrace,

“if he durst not believe It.

4 signal from’ the sheriff, the soldier, withdrew to

it is come upon me, I thank you for your kind’

permission to go through it as I can. Alley,
dear Alley, bhe continued, ¢ I cannot take you in
my arms ; {he cords will not let me ;—clasp close,
then j—kiss me ;—and let me die hke a Chris-
tian.

He bent his head ; their cheeks only touched ;
for Aliey could attend but to one word of his
address ; and that word—* die ! —die ’—she re-
peated in sbrieks that rose ;o the beavens. All
the while the sheriff bad appeared as if walching
some sound, or the approach of some one from a
distance, more attenhvely than the scene of
which he might have been so clese a witness ;—
and at this moment, as Alley’s sbrieks were in-
terrupted by a very faint and . distant shout, he
was seen (o strike lus rod smartly against the
ground, and clasp his bands joyfally, All heads
instantly turwed in the direction from whence the
shout came, and Pierce and his mistress stood
silent and motionless j—1n the action of statuary
only. '

The ery was repeated aud repeated, nearer
and nearer—indeed 1t seemed one unbroken roar
of human voices, rather than intermittent shouts.
The crowd around started into livelier actien,
acd broke thewr own dead silence ; first whisper-
ing quickly ; then mutteriag ; then talking louhly,
in question or assent ; until, at last, as the fore-
most of the running throng came near enough to
convey thewr ecstatic words to the outskirts of
the those who surrounded the gallows, the peo-
ple present burst into one mightily answering
cheer, and—* a repriefl ?—a reprief ’—they ex-
claumed to a inan, jumping here and there as
they spoke, and throwing ug* their hats and caps’;
yet only showing, i the whole of theic mad joy
at the saving of bne fellow-creature’s life, how
Jear, beyond words or ulterance, is the love of
life in the general human bosom. '

The tumult rose higher, as the. noise of car-
riage wheels was again heard approaching the
galiows-green, and as all caught the sight of a
white bandkerchief waving bigh in the air at the
top of a long rod.

¢ Make way—make way >—cried the shenf
—¢ soldiers, fall back, and make way’—

¢ Make way!—way, way "—echoed every
voice, Lhe soldiers themselves sharing the glad-
ness and zeal of the multitude ; joining theis
shouts ; but further manifesting an active spirit,
somewhat to the annoyance of ther civil bre-
thren, as with the butts of their mu-kets, and
the fiat of their swords, they carried into effect
the order ihey had received, more promptly than
the motions of a distracted and unreflecting
crowd could, with all the eagerness and rapture,
anticipate.

At last a clear way was made to the shenf,
and in drove the curriage that had before been
seen ; Pat, seated on the box with his rod aund
white flag, and Mr. B. appeared half way out
at the windows. It stopped; Pat was down in
a twinklng, to pull the door open ; Mr. B. jump-
ed out, and handed a paper lo the sherift ; and
that officer instantly confirmed, by officially re-
peating it, the wmagical word the crowd had a
thousand tunes before shouted ; and with which
they once more rent the air, m a final acclaim,
that, reinforced by the presence of the second
throng, was tremeundous.

In the next instant, Mr. B. was by the side of
Pierce Shen, assisting 1n tearing away the cord
that pioned bLim, shaking Ius bands heartily and
triumphantly, and speaking rapidly to ears that
heeded him not. We have ot altempted Lo
describe the workings of Shea’s heart during the
last few moments ; nor shall we now attempt it.
TFor all our previous details we have bad the
visible facts before us; but here should be an
effort of imagmation which cannot pretead to
reach the extraordinary mysteries of the buman
soul m such a conflict’ of feeling. We countent
ourselves, therefore, with relating the appear-
ance ouly af Pierce Shea, at this great moment.
He stood without word or gesture; he stared
beseechmgly around bim; he seemed incredu-
lous to the announcement of preserved Hhfe,
and a long vista of bappy days Lo come. Death
and bhe had already wade acquaintance ;. they
had shaken bands on the very limit of the un-
knowu world, as the youth’s back was turned on
the realty of this, s eyes withdrawn from its
sunstune, and his ears shat against its happy
sounds ; hope bad quite, quite fled his heart; the
last, lust bope of life; he had even ceased to
think he iived ! and now to be told it was a
dremn ! 1o be told that death bad yielded up his
victim ! 1o be told of lite again, and of days

and years of blessed Nfe! to feel the second.

‘brrth of hope. within bim ! he looked,we say, as
~ Mr.B. soon saw the inutility of épnl{quihg'

to .give a series of information. to his. young:
-friend, aod, for the. present, attended. only. to. his
‘situation, - He..
.| hands, whom; as"she fainte rithei: firat
| notincement ‘of ‘the:joyous’ news, *Pierce-hud’

gently. released - Alley: from: his
-

she fainted: under” thé"}fi

chanically caught-and‘held -from falhng.: Theg,

gave some to the rescued man; made him seat
bimsell ; and, by degrees, restored the tone -of
Ins thoughts and sensations, uatil poor Pierce
coult, at length, gratefully and rapturously re-
iurn the salutations of Mr. B., and kneel dowa
i thanks to heaven and to hun.

Anil now, too, he was able to understand the
supjects s zealous friends and patron bad be-
fore vainly endeavored to explain, Mr. B.
stated that, owing to the suddentiess of the ae-
count he had received of Pierce’s misfortuue,
the late hour of night at which it bad reached
hun, and the necessity of instanteneous depar-
ture from Dublin to Kilkenny, as scarcely a
minute could be spared, e had preferred a first
application {o the judge by whom Shea bad been
tried, and who was on the spot, rather than run
the hazard of remaining an hour away in nego-
ciation with vice-regal government. The letter
he had received in Dublm, together with his per-
sonal knowledge of Pierce, enabled him at once
to give the judge such information of lus charac-
ter, of the eircumstasces by which he had been
seduced into whiteboyism, and of bis guiltless
conduct during the outrage on the proclor, as at
once procured thie respite of which Mr. B. was
the Learer, and would finally insure a free pardon
from the Liord Lieutenant ; so that Pierce bad
now but to endure a few days of confinement,
readered happy by the certainty of coming en-
franchisement. Mr. B. added, that s owa
mind had suffered exceedingly on the road to
Kilkenny, particularly when, alter starting from
the stage where we last left him, his carriage
wheel agaio failed, and nuch precious time was
spent in repairing it. In fact, as we have seen,
he had péarly come loo late ; dnd i Ffirst Inter-
view with the sherifi was before his application

officer, to whomn he was well known, a short
pause, till he could return frem-the county court-
liouse, whither he hastened, to appeal to the sit-
ting judge on the very bench of justice.

' After this explanation, Mr. B. again- shook
hands with Pierce, and got mto his carriage ;—
acquaieting him that he had pressing business of
another nature to trasact at the mstant, with Mr.
and Miss Lovett ; wineh allusion partly bore re-
ference to the detection of the stolen plate, and
partly 1o the general statements the young lady
had made in her letter of Shea’s wintcboy con-
nectlion.

The carriage drove off amid renewed cheers.
"The guards once more closed round Prierce, to
re-convey him to his temporary imprisonmeat ;
but, ere he left the spot he observed an old hag
make way through the crowd, and attended on
Alley, who was just recovering from her swoon
in the arms of some female, to whom Mr. B.
in bis haste had been obliged to consign her.—
Shea had never before seen this person ; but she
fooked mean and squalid ; and, as he wondered
how snch a-creature could presume to exercise
over his mistress the ~ommand and officionsness
he now saw her evince, remembrance, bitter re-
membrance awoke; Alley’s behaviour during
Ltheir interview in the glen of Ballyfolle came to
lis mind ; and the sad thought, that she was un-
worthy of his love, checked the exultation of his
vivified spirits, and cast a shade even over the
daylight to which he had just been so miracu-
lously restored. As he fost sight of the place
they occupied, Alley withdrew through the crowd,
clinging to the old woman.

But, at this moment, a new occurrence attract-
ed him. An amazing yell, superior to the din of
all the other voices that still kept eteering and
huzzaing, came ap the street, along which the
soldiers conducted their prisoner ; a hat was cast
into the air, tiree times Ingher than any other
hat, and a bare-headed fellow appeared running
at the top of his speed against them, jumping
and capering, nnd smiting the stones with Ius
tremendous alpeen, and testifying all that beheld
him. He pranced and bellowed like an escaped
bedlamite ; he pushed asive, or shouldered, or
koocked himself against every one he met ; and
the women of the suburb houses, running to the
doors as he passed, raised their hands and eyes,
and bastily pulled in thewr children. Some [un-
loving boys, who had at first looked at him in
amazemnent and misgiving, ventured to join their
¢ shiileo’ to his and then set scampéring at his
lieels ; they were soon strengthened by others ;
and all proceeded toward the soldiers, the. mad:
fellow leading the way, and the. delighted urclins
mimicking him, as far as in. them lay, his cries
and gestures, L e
.. They gamed the sloww-moving body of soldiers,
and Pierce. recogmsed . bis foster-brother. - He
-plunged on :Pierce like a tiger ;--squeezed - him:
desperately ‘in his gigantic arms ; - let "him go ;—~
danced round him, yelled again, and again”smote
'the._paving.soties’ at evéry, bouiil 3, then,: sud-

denly - darting. through- the : soldiers; : raise:

~voice : louder than ever;:
ity difection's 1o
or wherefore.” " "’

- But:Andy knew very: -well

[

- He' raced, fol-

lowed by his own ad

to the judge, to creale time, by praying of that |

:-his:
a:

mirigg - crowd," to ‘the “gal--

lows-green; made a rush at the  wooden para-
phernal:a there erected : in two jostles 1t was
prostrate ; and he leaped and danced ou 11, while
there was a fresh shout for bim and his achieve-
meat, Anold man, leaning on a stafl, while he
swayed from side lo side, uot able o support.
himsell, even by its assistance, stood near ; feel-
ings not yet vented had left his face a ghastly
blank ; ne did not weep nor smile; with one
side-wind of his alpeen Audy Awling steuck the
steff many yards away and old Ned Shea, de-
prived of his prop, te!l 10 the earth, "T'here was
a horse and car near the old nan, jnst about to
be led off 5 to this Andy next directed his atten-
tion. As he too rapidly approached, an icdivie
du.l, in a black mask, proteceld by a sugle sol-
dier, and one who had attentively waiched * the
hero’s last movements, yumped (rom the car, and
very wisely ran towards the win body of the
guards.  Andy sent an expressive shoul alter
hitm, wnd, instantl. bowding on the velncle, tore
from it a coffin, which he Bung to the ground,
jumped upon, again aud again, and soon reduced
to splinters.

Tue work of destruction done, he instantly
retraced his steps, stll at the utmost speed, tiro’
the town, until he again came up, on thesr so-
temn areh, with the guards that surrounded his
foster-brother ; and here, while e sull pounded
the paving-stoues and mud around thew, splash-
ing the well-wlitened small cloths of the tolerant
soldiers, who, by thewr passiveness, ervinced as
much good mature as coull be expected from
soldiers ; while he flnurished the primitive weap-
on over Lheir heads, or gaily shouldered 1t, and
walked, an imitative animal, by their side ; and;
winfe be bent down his very back 1o ¢ sereech,?
or shaut upward and downward, hke the rod of
a stean-engine, Andy occasionally addréssed
them - o v

* Whoo |—chorra-ma-chree war the soldiers! .
—whoo ! to the duonl wid the skibbeeah ! loné'
life 10 the sassenachs, and glory for ever.’

And when they had dehivered their charge to
the thereby discontented jalor—

¢ Stay 4 bit, my darliogs! -ma-horp-an-duoul
~—we must have a dhrop together, afore we part
—the best in the town, and your skin full iv id !
Bad end to e, your honor,” addressing the of-
ficer, wham he just thea percerved, and whose
fuce, he thought, conveyed a doubt as to the in-
tended treat—* Bad end to ne, your tounor, but
themsels and yoursef must have as mooch and as
good as ever ye can suck in j—lashius and lavins,
whoo !’ ‘

It was necessary to put bun aside at the point
of the bayonet, before they could get 1d ol his
importumity.  But Paddy Loughnan and two or
three of Ins cast were lookers.on ; and deter-
inining to take adrvantage of Andy’s generous.
mood, he propesed Lhat his compamons and him-
sell should accept what the churlish red-coats
refused. Io his moment of exuberant rejoicing
Andy Awling made no prejudiced z:alculalion?nI
but pulled them allinto the next pulrlic—h’ouse;
and the »ame evening saw the liree limbs of the
law swearing .assauit and battery against therr en-
tertainer and "Ins alpeea ; for he no sooner got
tipsy enovgh'to recolicet the kind of. persons
with whom he was associated, than bis oatural
antipathy to all of their tribe returned full upon
him, and be 100k the first favorable opportunity
of lireaking their pates. Even had e soldiers
accepted his invitation, he would most pi:obably
bave treated them just in the same way ; for if
from bis cradle, a baliff of any ‘kind - was with
hus »ynonymous to a thing made and ordained to
be pounded whenever one could meet with it
Andy ewertained a hke jealousy of red-coals o;
s:!s:enuch solthers 5 dishiking the color of ,lhe
king’s livery as hearlily as the great big turkey-
cock at Ned Snea’s barn-dour ; and, as 1o a
plausible reason or-motive for such swelling hos-
tility, vo doubt the one could: ussign it a: well
and as distmetly as the others ¢

) (7o be continued.)
PIUS IX. DEFENDED BY A MEMBER OF THE
JEWISH CONSISTORY OF PARIS. ’
(From the Armoniu,)

Sigavr ?Gotieh, in' u letter addressed to the chief.

example of_‘G,u_‘tholics, ‘sets forth- bis views ot the. -
Roman. Question, aud explaiog .the. repsons for -

of the luman question, proved by a-Jew, guided.only. .

We (Armoniu) take the following estracts from:
the'aforesuid letter, which is contained in La France
of the 30l of Séptember: - - = 0

w.r.oe I I'shall - notrepedt the irréfats
rrguments with*whichit‘ (La - France) demonstr
thae the “unity® of’ Italy is 6" Mazzinian ides, heuted
up'and matared’ againgt Frauce, by lval’jeal
ousy of:Euglaud:" T shall'not record the dang
d. ihe peice of Europ

which our ‘codntiy at
‘be: plunged by ‘the’definite consti
of'a’ political “an@" iuritime ' pi
'whicki;hotwiilistAnding the~service
‘dered: it} might not: delayfor &'singlé
the world with ‘the greatest ot its ing
merely confine myaelf:ito: agsertin

of . France - occapies< the : chief-thréad-

editor of La France, although » Jew, after.the. :
which - by coineides. with the. opinions of that. -
jouruzl, v which he is a contributor. _The sanetity.. .

by souu_d judgment, iz the moat solémn and most.
categuricnl condemnation of the revolutionists, - 7 ..




