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% We may here observe that those who have
been brought up in the Protestant religion, and
have afterwards received the singular and won-
derful grace of reconciliation to the Cht}rch, tvxll
be the very first to admit that in certain points
an hereditary has the advant'age over an acquu'pd
Catholicity. The latter is in many instances dxs_-
tinguished for its great fervor, ifs spirit of sacri-
fice, its courageuits severance of worldly ties for
the Jove and the truth of God, its abilities, its
practical energy, and ils accurate knowledge of
the temper and character of the people of this
country ; but there are finer and deeper traits of
Catholicity, the growth of years, and the result
of the earliest training, in which it must ever
feel its own deficiency. Such traits, for cxam-
ple, are simplicity and an absence of self-con-
sciousness, a certain habitual quietness and pen-
tleness of lone, a greater caution in permitting
itself to speak about its neighbor, a good kind of
scrupulousness, and (his instinct of reverence for
the priest, not because he is clever, or attractive,
or gentiemanly, but because he is a priest of the
Church. In an acquired Catholicity therc is
very often a remarkable kindness and a remark-

* able courtesy towards the priests, and there is no
want whatever of outward respect.  Sometimes,
indeed, there is much more of genufiection; and
of such external forms, than you find even among
the Trish. But along with all this, personal qua-
lities and adventitious circumstances have uncon-
sciously a greater influence on the minds of the
Jatter class than of the former. There are no
doubt many exceptions to this rule on cither side,
but stitl we think that we have stated what is
true. The reverence for the priestly office, found-
ed not on personal qualitics, but on the theologi-
cal dogma, will be found more indigenous in the
old Catholic than in the convert ; except, indeed,
in those cases where the former is corrupted by
a cowardly and unworthy assimilation to Protest-
antism.  But no such assimilation can be found
among the Irish poor. Although they are on all
sides hemmed in by various sects of Protestants;
although both here and in their own country, al-
wost every conceivable efiort has been made, and
is still making, to change their Catholic fervor
into Protestant stifflness, they are, notwithstand-
ing, totally devoid of the least taint of Protest-
antism. 1t has not been able to make the small-
est impression upon them. It is completely and

altogether alien to their thoughts, feelings, and’

Labits. In spite of all the Protestant schools
which have been opened for their children, and
of all the Protestant missionaries who have been
sent to enlighten their darkness, and of all the
Protestant tracts which have been distributed at
their houses, they are as utterly unconscious of
a single Protestant idea as those happy peasants
of Italy, to" whose simple minds the Protestant
is some rare and ungainly species of infidel. In
the Trish poor, therefore, you will find this qua-
Ity of an ancient and hereditary Catholicism.—
You will find them, indeed, with their likingsand
dislikings, like all the rest of the world ; but
deeper than these transitory feelings, you will
find a genuine reverence for the priest of God,
as such, in full vigor and energy, as a living por-
tion of their wonderful faith. : :

“ Tt is another effect of the influence which re-
ligion holds upon their minds, that they will often
make incredible cxertions to Lear Mass and  at-
tend to their duties. DMany are the hardships to
which poor servant girls expose themselves thro’
their endeavors to go out on a Sunday - morning
to hear Mass. And unknown or unnoticed by
any human eye, many a silent tear is shed by the
Irish domestics of the lowest cluss of Jewish
tradesmen, because their wistress treats them
with more than usual barshuess upon the Chris-
tian Sunday, and rarely can they steal even half
an hour in the carly morning to make a brief and
hurried visit to the nearest chapel. In the coun-
try men and women think nothing of walking
many miles to hear Mass. "They will walk nine,
ten, and cven twelve miles, that they may be
present at Mass in the nearest Catholic, chapel,
and be regular in doing this on every fine Sunday
throughout " the year. In this respect they re-
semble the Preshytevian peasantry of Scotland,
who will also walk a great distance through the
flesire to hear a sermon. [But we have never
heard of any Presbyterian walking wmany miles
wilhowt food, whereas it is a matter of every
weelds occurrence with the Irish, even those who
are wdvaneed in years, o walk long distances fast-
ing, in order {hat thry vy go to Communion.—
And as they are thus assidicus In thelr exeriions
to assist at the holy sacrifice, so arc they espe-
cially caveful Lo secure baptism for their children,
and the last sacraments for themsefves and  their
relatives. Very few Catholic natives of Treland
Pass from ‘this world without thie last sacraments.
They sead for the priest even upon the most tri-
vial ‘occasions, - If they have a pain in their
finger, or an’wnusual attack of lowness of spirits,
whatever - be "the. hour of the day or night, the

t

priest is summoned to the bed-side, and frequently
discovers — almost to his disappointment — that

| there is nothing whatever the matter with them.

This eagerness in sending for the priest is doubt-
less the excess of a right principle, and is attend-
ed sometimes with serious inconvenience to those
to whom every tnoment of time is precious ; but
it is an excess on the right side ; and it is far
better that a priest should now and then be put
to a vexatious annoyance, than that the people
should become careless in a matter of great con-
sequence to the salvation of their souls. As to
baptism, it is very seldom that an Irish Catholic
neglects to secure the baptisim of his children.—
This is « point about which even the most negli-
gent Catholics are careful. Those who are mar-
ried to Drotestant husbands, and whose children
are often baptised by the Protestant minister,
will bring their children privately, and without
the knowledge of their husbands, to the Catholic
priest, that they may be conditionally and right-
fully baptised. And many a little saint now in
heaven owes his salvation to the faith and the
picty of some poor Irish servant, who procured
for biin a blessing which his awn parents despised
or neglected.

“Tt has been often remarked that the poor
make far greater sacrifices to assist one another,
and are more liberal and charitable than the rich.
This, as a general rule, applies to the poor of
all religions, and is, in its measure, as truc of the
Protestant as of the Catholic. IZxamples fre-
quently occur, cven among the English poor, of
great kindness to their neighbor in the hour of
sickness and distress. We have known instances
in which the greatest tenderness and attention
was shown to sick neighbors, by the English poor,
attended even with imminent risk to their own
lives; and where acts of alfection and charity
were performed which were worthy of a Catho-
lic people. But tlie Catholic poor from Ireland
are without question pre-eminent for their charity
and benevolence one to another. They will
never send away a poor'man - from their doors
without giving him something for the love of
God.
cessities, and that too, when the lender can ill
afford to part with it. -They lend each other not
only money, but clothes—bonnets and gowns,
and shawls, and even shoes, in order that the
borrower may be able to go decently to Mass.—
They make great sacrifices, by living sparingly
and denying themselves many alittle comfort
which they might otherwise enjoy in order to lay
up money for the purpose of sending assistance
to parents, brothers, sisters, and cousins.  Tncre-
dible sums of money are annually sent by the
Irish from England and Amcrica to their poor
relatives at home.  They hold ¢ raffles,” not for
the sake of amusement nor of gain, but in order
to make up a collection when one of their neigh-
bors is about to get married, or has hired 2 new
house and wants money to fit it up, or wishes to
try his fortunes in America, or Lo return back to
Ireland. In these, and in many other ways be-
sides, ‘they are continually aiding and supporting
each other, giving of their penury, redeeming
their sins, and laying up for themselves treasure
in heaven. And it 1s in this way that their alms
and charities are often not only far more abun-
dant, but likewise far more weritorious, than
those of the rich. There are many rich Pro-
Lestants, and many rich Catholics, who give libe-
rally and abundantly to what they consider to be
calls of charity. But it is very hard for those
who are* clothed in purple and fine linen, and
who fare suinptuously cvery day,’ to realize 'in
any practical way the wants and the distresses of
the poor. They sct aside -a . certain portion of
their yearly mcome—and it may be a liberal por-
tion—and they distribute this in works of cha-
rity. But they can have little actual acquaint-
ance with the daily condition of the poor, and
they can hardly be called on to muke the con-
stant andself-denying sacrifices which the poor
make every day for the sake of onz another.—
They do not know what'it is to come home after
a long day’s hard work, and to be suddenly called
upon to share an alrcady too scanty meal with a
hungry -stranger. ‘Uhey do not know what it is
to deprive themselves of absolute necessities of
food and raiment, that they may help a sick pa-
rént, or assist 2 inere needy neighbor.  Nor can
they know what it is to part with the very clothes
from oft their own backs, that they may clothe
those still more naked and destitute. QO there
will be a wonderful change of position wlien rich
and poor meet together in, heaven.  Depnsuit
potentes de ‘sede, et cxaltuvit humiles. 'The
high and the noble, and the rich aid tie ¢ respec-

able,” will have to give way, and to take a placd
lower than those wha are Lere the oflscouring of
the carth. It wili be a great vevolution. 5

“ But the charity of* the Trish Catholic poor is
not resiricted to aiding the necessities -of their
poorer relatives and nejghbers. ¥rom their scanty
and precarious earnibigs they give largely .and li-
berally to the service of religion.. They, support
our priests and build our.churches. .. Speaking re-

latively, they give fur more than the:vichin ‘re-.

tributions for masses, and in other acts “"of "2lms=

They lend each other money in their ue-

wholly unknown among thei.
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giving. Mr. Kelly, writing to ihe editor of the
Weekly Register, with reference to his new
church in the Conunercial Road, says, ¢ With a
few trifling exceptions in remote years, added to
the amount received from benefactors the last
two or three years, it may be truly said that the
purchase of the ground, walling in, and law ex-
peuses, and the building of the church, up to the
present time, have been paid for by the pence of
the poor.’ Aud the Catholic priest of Alderney,
writing in the same paper, informs us that alto-
gether there are 500 French Catholies in his

mission, yet they contribute nothing to the

Chureh.  1le is supported entirely by the Irish
poor. The same testimony, we are confident,
will be given by all those priests who have know-
ledge or experience of the Irish poor. Many
wili remember instances in which the poor have
hoarded up meney, anounting scmetimes to large
sums, that they might have it laid cut in the
adornment of the Altar of God, or bestowed in
some other way in promoting His glory ; and no
greater affront could be offered to them than a
refusal to accept these gifts.  In fact, the great-
est blow and heaviest discouragement which could
befall the Church in this country, would be the
withdrawal from it of the Irish poor. Tt is very
well to have vich people ; they are of great utility,
if they are really good and genercus, and their
reward hereafter will be abundant ; but after all,
it is the poor who coustitute the rea! bulwark of
the Church. They support it by their prayers,
by their faith, by their patience, by their sacri-
fices, by their sufferings, and by their generous
ofterings from scanty and liard-carned wages.

¢ In noticing another effect which the Catholic
faith has impressed upon the Irish poor, we desire-
to advance nothing that is in any way cxagge-
rated or beyond the strict limit of experience and
of fact. Human nature is the same, whetler it
be found in Catholies or in Protestants, its de-
sires, its passions, its evil inclinations, are the
same, and the temptations to coimit the common
sins of uncleanness act as powerfully- upon the
one as upon the other. No greter theological

mistake can be committed than that of represent--

ing the Catholic Church in some such light as the
Dounatists imagined the ideal community to which
they applied its name. The Church is as a net
cast into the sea, which gathers of every kind.
It will be without spot or wrinkle, or any such
thing, when it has put off its present mortality,
and entered upon its state of glory in heaven ;—
but so long as its members are composed of flesh
and blood, a corrupt nature, and a weak willy it
will be grieved and troubled by the presence of
sin within its fold ; it will have to lameat the
crimes and the scandals of its children, no less
than 1o rejoice in the virtues and graces of its
heroes.  We shall therefore find among the Ca-
tholic poor, as well as others, too numerous and
too painful cases of sins against chastity and
purity. A certain proportion of these unhappy
creatures, who disgrace the streets of our large
towns by the public profession of the most de-
grading form of impurity are, alas?! lost children
of the Catholic Church, and natives of Catholic
Ircland ; although what proportion these poor
women may bear to the entire number of the
same class we have been unable to ascertain.—

All we can say is that they form-a minority 5 and-

as far as we have been able to learn, they have
fallen into this miserable life, from one or other
of the following causes. Sometimes they are
Irish, born in KEngland, and they have been
driven into the streets, in counsequence of the
cruelty, the neglect, and the misminagement of
their parents, Sometimes it is a step-father or
step-mother who refuses to give them support;
and as Irish girls often find it difficult to' get
places, they are thus thrown upon the wide werld,
without a home, or friend, or even a piece. of
bread to keéep themn from starving. Sometimes,
simple and ignorant girls coine over to this coun-
try in the vain hope of an honest livelibood : aud
they are immediately entrapped into some leath-
some den of vice by those demons in human forn
who ‘trade upon the ruin of the souls and bodies
of - their fellow-creatures. This "at least is the
experience of those who have had the best op-
portunities of forming a correct judgment upon
the matter. ¢ They send them,” we have been
informed in a private communication, < over to
this wicked city ignorant and simple to Took for
work, and they seem to get inlo mischief from
waat, © T'here is, however, with them a fonnda-
tion ~of faith and religion, however dormant,
wliich once roused, castly leads (hem to make any
atonement for the past.’ ' .

% In -estimating:then the purity of -the -Trish
poor, we are bound in justice to make afair de-
duction for these cases of scandal and of sin
which do really exist among. them.  But: when
we have made this deduction, the genuine aund
the sincere purity of ghe Irish people will still be
the most reinarkable féature in their: character.
Purity is the rule: impurity” the exceplion.—
There are certain kinds of sin which are shnost
‘ A.. young woman
dreads nothing so much as bringing:disgrace upon
berself and upon her family. ~Mothers in genes

ral take great care of their daughters in
spect. . Lheir elders and companions in the same
court or village, counsel, advice, and watch over
them, should they be living with strangers and
apart from their inmediate relations.  They will
cndeavor to keep them at home in the evenings,
restrain them from frequenting the low theatres
and other places of amusement, and caution them
against keeping company with the loose ¢ Tng-
lisk” around them. Rarely does it happen that
an Irish girl forms any improper connection pre-
vious to ker marriage ; and more rarely still is
there any infidelity in the married state. To 2
word, before an Irish Catholie girl has lost her
self-respect, and plunged into vice, she must have
broken through some of the most powerful re-
straints, both of religion and of association.—
She must fong have neglected the ordinary duties
of the Catholic life—her prayers, mass, confes-
sion, and communion.  She must bave exhibited
an obstinate and disobedient spirit towards lher
parents, joined with a contemptuous disregard of
their admonitions and authority, not very usual
with the Irish.  She nust have disconnected her-
self from all her well conducted associates and
companions. She must bave done no little vio-
lence to ber own deep-seated knowledge of duiy
and sense of right; and she muast have had the
effroitery to fly in the face of that ¢ public spirit,
which oo all these matters exists to a very high
degree among the Irish Catholic poor.  So long
as an Irish girl is in any way true to hersell, she
has everything to keep her from going wrony.—
Her own religious feelings, and those of ker re-
latives and friends, alike contribute to preserve
her from vice. However Litlle instruction she
may have receiveld, at least she has lcarnt to en-
tertain a fear of this one sin.  Often and often
are these poor creatures exposed to great aud
wviolent temptations. Wani, and poverty, and
wretchedness, and misery, are in general ro gool
school wherein to acquire and to preserve the
unearthly jewel of a pure heart, and yet, where
is the poverty greater than that of the Irish?—
They come over to this country, searching for
the means of subsistence. Unknown and friend-
less, almost every door is closed against them.—
¢ No Irish nced apply’ is the motto and the rule
of many a Catholic, as well as Protestant family.
Friendless and houseless, not unfrequently their
only home is the open canopy of heaven, and
their only bed the ccid pavement of the street.
Not unfrequently wern with care and disappoint-
ment, they cast themselves down at the inhospi-
table gates of sowe city union, or take rest for
the night in some Ceserted barnin the country ;
but in the midst of their desolation, the ¥and of
Almighty God is over them, and His angels
cover them with an invisible protection, as they
shielded Agaes and Agatha in the times of old.
An evil thought, or an unhely suggestion, is not
sulfered to approach them 5 the midnight spivit of
impurity passes them by, leaving them unassailed,
and the shadow of the Almighty shelters them
from harm. ¢ Scutv circumdabit te verztas cjus ;
non timebis a timore nocturno. - A sagitta 1o~
lante tn die, @ negotio perambulante in tenc-
bris 5 ab tncursw, et demonio meridiano ; Quo-
nigm angelts suis mandavit de te¢; vt custo-
diant te in omntbus viis tuis)

“Nor can it be maintained that this remark-
able purity of the Catholic poor can be aseribed
to causes which are purely natural. We are
sometimes told by those who cannot deny the
facts, and yet strive to avert their force, that
this ahsence of impurity in the women of Catlio-
lic Treland, is the result of a natural coldness of
temperament in the character of the race. But
uothing can he more preposterous than such an
liypothesis. It is destitute of the faintest sup-
port in experience or fact. Tor, in the first
place, human nature is always substantially the
smine, and to no sins is i more naturally inclined
than to the sins of the flesh.  And sccondly, the
Irish are an imaginative, an irraseible, and, as is
often said, an unstable people  and surely, these
are the very qualitics which, more than any
others, predispose to sins against purity. Lastly,
the Irish ave, virtually, the same race as the
Welsh,  They . belong to different branches of
the same Celtie steek 3 and yet the Welsh are
known to he the most immaial people in Turope,
oxcepting, perbaps, the Swedes. No. Itisno
difference of race or temperament which has
created this remarkable feature in the Irish char-
acter. It is not radieal or national. It is reli-
gious. Tt is the Cutholic [Faith which makes
them, o5 a body, chaste and pure. It is the tone
of mind formed by the Catholic religion, the re-
straints impased by Lo voching wul contral, the
innocence cherished by ber saeramepls—-and it
is this, and this alone, which makes the Jrish
coster-girl of London differ from her Protestant
companions in trade, and' the Irish women i ge-
neral, simple and pure, .in the midst of surround-
ing vice and filthiness. L L
. % What bas been advanced already we ™ have
no hesitation in asserting, can be.corcabovated by
almost any one who has any real acquaintancs
with-the Irish in Tngland.” There are priesis in
Landon; and other large towns '_thrgﬁgh’qu!._ the
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this re- | country, men

of long experience, who have la-
bored for yearsin the poorest parts of those
towns, who will testify to the aceuracy and truth
of all that we have said. But we prefer to call
in the aid of a witness, whose testimony is .be-
yond all suspicion, because he is neither an Irish-
man nor & Catholic, and because the interests in-
volved in his publications are in no way promoted

by the descriptions he has given of the Irish in
Lingland. There are those who would like his
works all the better if they contmmed some round
abuse of the Catholic poor, and if they magni-
fied and dwelt upon their faults and failings, with-
ot any mention of their good qualitics. We
cannot, therefore, vefer to a more unexception-
able, and a mnore trustworthy witness, than Mr.
Heury Mayhew, a Protestant gentleman, who
has made the condition, the babits, the pre-
judices, and the opimons of the poor in London
his particulur study.  This witness hay the fur-
ther advantage of being already well and favor-
ably known to the public. Almost every onc is
acquainted with bis extremely interesting work on
London Labor and the Lowdon Poor, which
was reviewed a few years ago in this Magazine,
and from whose pages we shall cow inske a fow
extracts, aleeady perhaps familiae 1o our readers,
but which they will not be reluctant to peruse =
second time, In confinination of the opinions we
have advauced.

 fu his inquiries wte the condition of the Trish
poor, Mr. Maylew found that—

S8 Almost all the street Irish are Romwan Cath-
lesoooooianln, 1 found,’ he snys, ¢ that some of the
Irish Roman Catholies, but they had been for many
years resident in Bagland, and that among the poor-
est or vagrant class of the Inglish, had become in-
different 1o their ereed, and did nol attend their clin-
pels, unless at the great feasts or festivaly, and this
they did only veeasionally........Oue lIrishman, a
fruit geller, with 2 well-stocked barrow, and without
the compliint of poverty. commmon among his clasy,
entered keenly into the subjeet of his religioua fuith
whe:t [ introduced it.  He was born in Ireland, but
bad been in KEngland since he was five or six. He
waad & goad looking, freab-colored man, of thirty oc
upwards, and could read and write well. He spolko
without bitterness, though zealoualy cnough. *JPer-
haps, Bir, you are & gintleman counccted with the
Protestant clergy) Le askod, ¢ or i missionary ' On
my atating that I had no claim to either chanteter,
e yesumed: ¢ will, Sir, it don't matther. ARl the
worruld may know my riligion, and I wish all the
worruld was of my religion and betther minin it than f
am; I do indeed. I'm a Roman Catholie, Sir, (here
he made the sign of the crosz) God be praised for it.
0 yiz, [ know all about Cardinal Wizemau. '3 the
will of God, T feel sure that he's to be “stablished
here, and it's no uee ribillin’ against that,  tve ne-
thing to suy against Protistants, I've heard il gnid,
it's beat to pray for them,) ¢ The sireel people that
call themazelves protistinlz are no riligion at all ot
all. I serrave Protistunt gintlemin and ladiex, tou,
and sometimes they talk to me Kindly about riligion.
They're good ecusthomers, and I have no donbt good
people. 1 can't sny what their lot may be in another
worruld for pot bring of the true fuith,  No, Sir, I'll
give no opinions—-none. -

H4OThia man gave me a clear aceount of hig Lelief
that the Blessed Virgin (he croased Liwself repeat-
cdly as he spoke) was the Mother of Our Lord Jesus
Christ, and wans a medintor with our Lord, who wus
God of heaven and carty, of the duty of praying to
the holy saints, of attending mass—(* but the pricst,’
he said, ¢ wont exact too much of # poor man, either
about that or about fasting)—of geoiug to confession
at Baster and Christmas timaes at the least—of re-
ceiving the body of Christ, ¢ the rale prisinee’ in the
holy Sucrament—of keeping all God’s Command-
mnents—of purgatory being a purgation of sins—and
of keaven and hell. T found the majority of those
{ spoke with, at lenst as earnest in their fuith, if they
were not a3 well instructed in it 85 my informant,
who may be cited as an example of the better cluag of
strect-sellers.’—P. 107, vol. 1 )

“ Mr. Mayhew encountered a less favoruble
speeimen  of an Irish emigrant in the person of
¢ a very melancholy looking man, fall and spare,
and decently clad,’” who gave him a correct ac-
count of his faith, but with hesitation, and who
evidently felt rather spitefully than otherwise
against Cardinal Wiseman. 1ad be been a gen-
‘tlernan he would have been a moderate Catholie,
and a devoted admirer of Dublin Castle and ¢ the
Liord Licutenant. ,

“ My, Mayhew next deseribes the religious
zcal ot the Ivish whom he visited. '

“#¢ A2 ] was anxious to witness the redigious zeal
that characterizey these people, [ obliined permis-
siun Lo follow one of the priests as.hie made his ronnds
amonyg his flock, Everywhdre the people ran out to
meet him, ITe had just returned to them I found,
and the news spread round, and women crowded to
their door-steps, and came crecping up frown the cel-
lars through the trap-doors, merely to curtesy to
Lhim. One old crone a3 he passed eried: ‘You're a
grood futher. Ileaven comfort yon,' and the heys
playing about stood still to wateh him. A lad in a
man's tuil-cont and a ghirt collar that nearly covered
liis head—Iike the paper round a bouquet—was for-
tusate enough to be noticed, and his cyes sparkied
as he touched his hair, 2t each word hie spoke inan-
swer. Al a converaation that took place betweew
the priost and a woman who kept a dry fish stall, the-
dime excused herself for not having been up to take
ten, Cwitli his riverince's mother lately, for thrade
had becn so Lusy, and night wvag the fallest time)—
Lyvenas she priest walked aleng the sitvets, boys
yumning at full speed would pull up to- tonch. their
hair, #nd the stalléwomen would:rige feom their bag-
kets; while nll noises—cven a qnarrel—ceaged until
te had passed by. " Stillthere wis no. look 6 fear in
the people. e -enlled them a1l by their nanies,” and
asked after thieir: families, dnd ‘on¢e or-twice: fithe

father iwas taken sside, and hield by the button hile
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