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AFTER THE MANNER OF THE FRENCH.

CHAPTER XIII—THE FALSEHOOD AND
TEMPTATION,
(Continued.)

« Jubal,” he inquired, scanning his features with
an air of mistrust, while his brows lowered, an in-
dication of an appronching burst of anger, “ me-
thinks you care little as to the fate of gods. I see
it in your listless attention, when Iam treating of
this all important subject.”

% Do you doubt my loyalty to my country,” res-
ponded Jubal, scarcely able to restrain his indigna-
tion at the suspicion which had becn cast upon his
sincerity,. He knew the suspicions rested upon
some foundation, but that did not matter.

« Not directly to your country. I spoke of the
gods. Buf, kuow young maun, that the sentiments
of patriotism and religion are identified, and that
you counot fail in the one without acting in oppo-
sition to the other.” . .

u Cease this jargon, old man ! cried Jubnl, carri-
ed away by.the .impetus of his_passion. *If you
want to kngw the truth, listen : If Jupiter is your

. god, and.wants to wreak his vengeance upon his
rival Christ, lev: him cast forth his:thunderbolts
uniil heaven is emptied. But, what have X got to
do with that ? Iam busy with other transactions
of equal importance. My dagger has reached the
heart of Jarbas, and now the second element in the
programma is to obtain posseesion of the hand of

Vivia,- Once that she ig-mine; I will conquer her
pride, and take revenge for the wanton insult which
she has inflicted upon me, If I cannot succeed io
this, then.I will soon send her to the shades to re-
join ber husband. - But, if yeu desire my friendship,
ilyoudesire to.live.in. harmony with me, leave
aside this-ridiculous dispute about religion. Let
the gods defend themselvesi - They are- all-power-
ful, and can-do it betler;than either of us.” . :

- The aged priest cast:his eyes:to the gronnd with
the-air of one who waa suffering-from. painful - dis-
appointment,. :And, in.fact,:it:was.so, for -he had
depended upon Jubal as his;most: effective - weapon
in the contest-which he was ;endeavoring: to excites

«Young man ! he- said, :at..lengih, raising ‘his
eyes and casting at him a firm .and;sleady. glance,
 when years rhall--have. taught-you .wisdom| you
will think otherwise than you.do'now.,But, if you:
are indifferent to:the interests of| our ancient, faith,
you oughtinot to neglect your own p_ersonal interest.’
The proud.Vivis,:whom I hate i wita:a hatred:only
equal-to.youriown, has-deeply.offended . yo
has disdained: connection with.you. or.y
tral name| 7But do you know the real mot hich

~ ghe had-in treating: you :with"suchhaughty :con-.

- tempt 2 Because her heart . was already given, o}
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4 Perhaps you: are right.-This. might easily occur
in the case of'a:young patrician whose only.guality.

‘was her:peouliar. tact’'in ;covering - her!corruption’

with the:mantle of herofc virtue. - But this, if itis

true,dsinot all,; :Sheshad another. motive,,

have;sthe assirance; that :my :knowledge -0

+ pointiscorrect” ;o f ., e U
.. Ancthermotive, | Whatoth

_ bave?” asked Jubal hurriedly; while
.. Wrinkled with intense’suspense.

-

ther motive could she |
his brows were-

bas was not & Christian when she married him.”

% Yes, but she laid it down as a condition that he
shonld become one. He promised her that he would,
and even confirmed his asservations with an oath.
Perhaps, you have forgotten the incidents of his
death. - The old shepherd can tell you how he favor-

its accursed ministers.”

T cannot say that I am yetconvinced. Who has
said that Vivia rzjected me because I was not a
Christian ?” .

% She herself. These are her words: ‘Jubal is a
noble young man, of & highly cultivated mind and
generous disposition ; his birth is illustrious and the
wealth of the family is considerable; but with his
bad habits and the indifferent companions with
whom he is constantly brought into contact, there is
very littl: hope of converting him to our religion. Its
discipline would be too strict for him, and the ob-
servance of its precepts too onerous. But I will
never choose uny one but a Christian to be my hus-
band.! Mark these last words, Jubal : ¢ None buta
Christian.! Now are you satisfied 7"

The old man lied. He knew Jubal's impetuous

his owna furious outburst of anger against the Chrls-
tinns. But he was mistaken, and he was not a little
surprised to sce the youog man place his hand
quietly to his brow and remain for a considerable
time in a peansive attitude. Olympinn felt somewhat
abashed, but thinking to awaken him from his re-
verie, he again addressed him in an assumed tobe
of_'fjirmness, blended with a tincture of wounded
pride :

% Do you think that it comports with my dignity
to repeat emphatically what I do not kunow to be
true ¥

«J suspect younot, Do not mistake me,” replied
Jubal, turning round and casting at him a penetrat-
ing look ; but I am thinking of what a change your
words have wrought in the depths of my heart.
Vivia did not then despise me, it was only my relig-
ion, I spoke rudely to herand wounded ber quick
sensibilities, but still I find she did not reject me
for this. Noble lheart!oh how is it that I have
not known her until this moment? I would not
have then bated her, and, perhaps, at her side I
should have found that happiness which I bave
vainly songht for in those frivolous and transient
affections which have wasted the years of my youth.”

“YWould you have embraced tliat abominable faith
to plense Vivia? What are you saying Jubal?
Wonld you subject yourself to the contemptuous
scowl] ot the entire population of Carthage, simply
to obtain the-hand of a fickle-ininded wretch who
has turned her back ‘upon our immorsal gods ?”

“ Don't speak to me of gods,” cried Jubal, jump-
ing to his feet, while ‘his cyes flashed with rage,
* they are miserable phuntoms of a diseased brain—
the subjective shaping of external operations of
nature. I tell you, over and over agaim, I do not
believe in them—for me, the grave is an cternal
adien.” :

Tho old man seemed overcome, and ready to yield
to the overwhelming vociferations of the passionate
Jubal, He waited patiently until his excitement
had subsided before he ventured to speak. At
length, when the young man was seated and dis-
posed to listen, he began :

' You nssert what cannot be. It is engraved in
characters of fire upon the heart of man that there
is a being aboveall who is omnipotent and supreme.
A life of cxime may sometimes stifie the voice of
this rational conscience, but it is only a temporary
derangement of the intellect, and Nature when left
fo itself will escapc from this abnormal condition.
So there are two alternatives before you, and one of
them you must necessarily choose : Either you must
worzhip the gods ov else become a follower of that
Jewish malefactor whom they call Christ.

# To choose the lot of such a noble creature as
Vivia, does not appear at first sight to be any great
crime. Besides she is remarked for having an un-
common elevation of mind a8 well as possesssing
all the accomplishments which can adorn the female
character, - It is strange indeed that she should per-
ceive no folly in embracing the new faith. Ahl!
.youth and inexperience | how eacily do those tender
minds fail under the demeniac influence of Tertul-
lian I replied the priest, shaking his head with
ominous significance.

.  Say pothing against Tertullian. He taught me
rhetoric in the schools, and there was. no one but
admired his sublime genius. It wasa valuable con-
quest for the Christians when they received him in
their midst.” it : .

¢ You have -wandered indeed from the paths of
wisdom, young man; and it will not astonish me to
hear of you-bidding an eternal farewell to those gay
companions’— . . .- o . : .

. ¥ Cease-thess cowardly imprecations against those
who are not present to justify themselves. Excuse
this apparent want of respect, but whenT hear the
representative of the.gods. expressing himgelf in a

cannot but.speak-gpenly and tell him of: his error.”

his usual fits of - excitement. The :old. priest felt

| ' humbled by -this xeproach, - and .already. a.reply was
. |:on his lips :when:he ireflected that the best way to
'} serve his - interests -was:to" yield -for the present to

his proud'and‘infigential friend. . - ... 0 . o
¢ ¢ But, what of Vivia 2 he: demanded with a slight
.curl of contempt:upon hislips. .. 1 thought you had
Bwoin to shedclher,blood . « .. - il d o ¥
; ‘pasged.’i My::hatred. is- extinct... Those
rords which you:declared she had said of me, have
hanged: myféelings in-her regard; .. Now:1-love. het
~yég;‘love'het with:a:love worthy.of her.
onger; her-enemy Mg ity s v

b

should not be near the w
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ed the sect, and how he died in the arms of one of

character, and he anticipated for this invention of

manner little: uited tothe dignity of his office, I'| .. “ I do more than my life.”

- -And Jubal paced up:and down the room in ome.of ],

I am: no-

for.its |
‘He stoed |-

revenge, arose in the mind of Jubal, He thought
of placing o dagger in the hands of Afer and com-
manding him to imbrue it in the blood of Vivia.
He endeavored to compose himself, and recover
calmness of mind. When the power of utterance
returned, he approached near to the priest,and plac-
ing his bacd on the table to steady his nerves, he
looked him in the face with an unwavering gaze:

% Take care not to repeat to otbers those words
which you have just uttered. You shall not do it
with impunity, Mark my words |”

The priest trembled for he knew the disposition
of Jubal which Ied him to sacrificeanything or com-
mit the worst of crimes to satisfy the cravings of
Tevenge.

'You mistake me, Jubal.
you take me for your enemy.”

1 tell you openly, without disguise, that I be-
lieve. T believe——. Well, I respect your grey
bairs, but let me tell you that there can lic no con-
cert of action between us, for,0ld man, Tdetest you!
Yes! yes! by the gods above us"—

“ Hold ! you forget my digoity and the respect
which is due to my person. You nre powerful, it is
true, but remember there is an anthority above you,
which will bring you to an aceount for an insult
offered to the highest vicar of the gods in the city
of Carthage, Take care young man!” and the con-
vulsive movement of his aged face indicated clearly
that he was under the influence of anger.

* Let us put an end to this disgraceful subject. I
will leave you to your own refiections, but one thing
I will spy before quitting our room. If you threat-
en Vivin, or cause one bair of her head to be touched
your head will answer for it.  You know Jubal, he
is determinate.”

Olympian said nothing, but bit his lip in silent
anger. He felt profoundly mortified that Jubal
should have discovered his real inteations. He had
not given him credit for such acute penetration,but
the evil was dcne and his influential friend lost to
the side of persecution. Bubit was too much for
the priest to brook the imperious words of the
young libertine without venturing to reply. Courage
returned, and he rose to his feet. ’

% No, you will not save your Vivia, I swear itin
the name of the immortal gods. I myself will de-
mand her blood ! )

¢ The last words that would have escaped those
withered lips had I my poignard, base decciver ! thou
incarnation of hypocrisy! Wae be to that man
that injures that noble lady !”

“ Rash youth! What could you do to save her if
I raised my voice? Besides she would disdain your
powerless protection, for I know she hates you at
this very moment.”

“No! Isisfulse! Her henrtistoo pure to harbor
resentment,”

% Do not deceive yourself, There is an impassible
gulf separating you from each other, and if you want
to know what it is I will tell you—it is blood/ You
know not that she is fully aware of the detaila of
the murder of her husband—that Le fell by the band
of your slave, Jubal, listen! you arc in a difficult
position,” continued the old man, lowering his voice
to a whisper, “ however, I think I can be of use to
yeu, if yeu will only curb your impetuous temper.”

He watched the effect of his words upon the
tapidly changing countenance of Juhal, and tried to
read in the movement of his eyes the secret of his
thoughts. The young man continued to remain
silent, with his arms folded acroes his breast, pou-
dering over the iden of eternal separation between
him and Vivia,and ofthe perilous position in which
he would be placed by any untimely revelation on
the part of Afer.

“ Besides,” resumed tbe priest,  what slave can
resist the torments usually inflicted upou those
whom the law desires to force to an open avowal
of a suspected crime? He may betry you, Jubal—
that slave of yours, and your protestations of inno-
cence, will have little weight against the conclusive
evidence which can be adduced to prove your guilt.
The influence of your name, and tbe high nk of
-your ancient family, will not protect you aguinst
the severity of justice, for, remember that there is a
question not of the murder of any obscure individu-
al, but of a great General, to wbom the Senate had
confided its army and the guardianship of its na-
tional frame, Again: look to the present ugitated
state of Carthage. Is it not stirred to its depthsby
this horrible assassination ? Do they not already
cry out that the murderer and his accomplices must
sutfer the penalties of the law? Now, I can be of
service to you, ag I before remarked, and, more-
over, I will be, provided you listen to my coun-
sels.” B

% Well! well! but let me hear from your lips
that Vivia shall not be injured, but, on the contrary
protected against the fury of an cxcited mob,” re-
plied Jubal, in & tone of voice which clearly marked
that his firmness had given way to the moat fearful

I am your friend and

apprehensions. .
“You love her,then ?”

% Well, Jubal, it depends upon you to save: her.”
: WHow? .Speak |; I-consent. What is it: thai
you ask of me? . - . C
... The young.man was conquered, and was brought
| with profound humiliation to the feet of; Olympian,
The hopes of the:latter were now <realised béyond
| expectation. ', He could now press him into his ser
vice, and make kim a docile instrument in hig liahds,
But, was Vivia rédllyto be saved ? He would flat.
‘| ter him witk this idea until ke should have:no fur-
‘ther use for bim, and then she should be led to'thé
altar of sacrifice, along with all thode who, like her,
‘bore the atigma. of,, apostacy - upon’, their -brow,  If,
any one,could have

oot us:

| land, 1t would b’ %

and do got forget to expose the indifference of the
Senate and the apathy of our magistrates, who re-
main unmoved despite the severe edicts which have
c¢manated from the palace of the Cmsars.”

«T do not like to do it, old man, but 1 subpose 1
mugt. Well, taking that for granted, what next ?”

“The remains of Jarbas will soen be conveyed to
the city with unusual pomp. Our object must be
to check this proposed demonstration on ihe plea
that honors should not be paid to a Cheistian,  Ac-
cordingly, that blind decision of the Scoate must
not be curried into execution, but on the contrary,
openly opposed by the sovercign vote of the people
—made sovereign at least in the case of criminal
folly on the part of the rulers.”

#What! Insult the ashes of noble Jarbas? Im-
possible! Desides, I shonld deeply cffend Vivia,
and you promised to protect her”

“ Jubal, you cnnnot appreciate the value of my
stlence on the subject of your complicity with his
death, nor can you sec what service I can be to yon
in using my influence to counteract the evidence of
the slave agninst you, Leave aside this false deli-
cacy, this childish sensibility, which is only fit for
women or men whose foolishuess has degraded them
below their weakness. I do not desire that Vivia
should be corporally punished, but I desive that she
feel the sting of profound humiliation, in order that
she may no longer reposs in security upon the nnme
of her husband, but, on the contrary, learn to look
to herself for her own defense.  Once she becomes
really aware of her own dependence and fecls the
solitude of her isolated position, she will becomn
more tractable and easier of approach. Therefore,
if you love Vivia, and wish to obtain her hand, you
must adopt the means which I suggest. You must
humble Ler pride.”

Thus he encourazed the inordinate passion of the
young man for Vivia, so as to attach him more
firmly to his interest. Jubal promised him all that
he desired. His firmness, conrage and pride, had
all passed away, and he was now like a mighty tree
in the forest stripped of its foliage, and bent to the
ground under the blast of a tempest, Ho caused
Sylvain to repair to the house of Olympian, liberated
Afer, nnd sent him to the woods, and trembled with
fear as he received the haughty commands of one
whom he hated as much as he dreaded.

“Come to-morrow, Jubel, and we will maturc our
plang. Come at this hour.”

#1 will not fail. Adieul andas be descended the
great marble steps before thegrand door of the epis-
copal house, he muttered to himself:

# The infamous wrétch has got me in his power!
What if I employ the dagger of Afern second time?
But, no| the danger is too great—it would bo too
hazardous for tho mement, We will sce, however,
what the morning brings.”

CHAPTER XIV.—CHRISTIANS TO THE LIONS.

As long as the Emperor Scverus had competitors
to contend ngainst him for the possession of the
Empire, his policy towards the Christians was mild
and couciliatory. He kncw their fidelity and henc-
cordingly looked upon them as powerful auxiliaries
in maintaining peace. His army contained a large
proportion of Christian soldiers, nor had he ever
any reuson to regret the declsion by which such a
brave ond valiant elemient was added to the national
force. DBut the death of Niger and Albinus remov-
ed =1l danger of rivals and this together 'with the
victories which his legions gained over tho rebel-
lious colonies, cnabled him to grasp the crown with
u steedier hand and rule over his people with more
gecurity. His reign now became lIcss favoiable to
the Christians, Was it that he believed in the cal.
umnies invented by the pagansagninst them ? Was
he so ardently attached to the worship of the gods
that dreaded the progress of the Gospel ? or was he
anxious to ndd new prestige to his name, by crush-
ing that religion which had hitherto braved tke
power of Rome nad withstood the violence of four
great persecutions ? In the tenth year of his reign,
he issucd no imperial mandate against the Christ.
ians. It was the signal for the fifth persecution,
It was a severe trial for the Church, but sustained
by the invisible hand of God it was cqual to the
pressure, something like thosc huge pyramids which
yet stand firmly upon the soil of Egypt though floods
have passed over them in numberless £ *cession,

Alexandria was the centre of pagan superstition and
the orders of the Emperor were rigorously obeyed,
Tkis groat city saw many of its devoled sons fall vic-
tims to the popular fury. Here the fathor of Orizen
together with Potamiene,nf whom mention has been
made before, openly contessed the faith and receiv-
ed the palm of martyrdom. )

At Carthage there were many, who though they
condemned the Christian faith, were nevertheless
opposed to persecute those who professed it, and
wers it not for the ceaseless efforts of Olympian and
Jubal, the edict vf Severns might have been con-
gigned to the archives unheeded. They neglected
no occasion to ‘excite the minds of the people by
calling on the Senaté to obey the commands of the
angust Emperor, and by exposing-what'they consi-
dered to bethe secrets of those night assemblies
which they held for the purposes of worship.  They
were represented as being fuilty of all-the crimes
that were looked ‘upon'as such by the 'people-of
that age. They prétended to have a horror of shed-
blood, it was gaid, still they gorged the flesh
fanis ‘at their ‘midnight- orgies ; and ‘though
! noocent victims was still warm,

ding
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Such was the language of Jubal in the difterent
houses of pleasure which he frequented, Corre-
sponding sentiments were expressed by thousands
through the city over whom Olympinn wielded in-
floence and many a sacrilegious imprecation rent
the air, and many a toast was drunk swearing eter-
nal hatred to Christ,

The shopherd of the Mountnins rejoiced that the
honr was near when his vengeance would be
quenched in the blood of Yivia, Ie lost no time
among the slaves in his endeavors to bring on that
general pers:cution to which the object of his
hatred should fell a victim. He even insinuated
the prospect of a universal emancipation, as the re-
sult of their magnanimous endeavors to suppress
an evil which corroded the vitals of the nation and
checked its prosperity.

Firmilian was Governorof the Province of Car-
thige. e was a man of pegeenble disposition and
averse to anything like popular excitement, persuad-
ed that nothing good couid come of it even though
the ends proposcd were just and laudable, He re-
fused to publish this edict in a formal manner and
it wasin vain that the High Priest rcealled to his
mind the duty of obedicnce.

In the prinzipal square of the City of Carthage,
aroso the magnificent monument of Juno, the Queen
of the pods. The entire Province was placed under
ker protection. A crown of precious dinmonds re-
posed upon her head and by their nntural reflection,
formed around her brow nn aureola of light. She
held in her right hand o golden sceptre, the symbot
of divinity, in her Ieft n vessel in ministure, beau-.
tifully sculptured from bright eolored marble and’
bearing tho inscription “ Carthage, the Queen of the:
sens,”  The statue was of ancient dnte. The Ro-
mang found it when they came to take possession
ofthe country, nor did they desecrate it lest they
might rouse the anger of that proud and unforgiv-
ing godess, It was held in great vencration by the
preople of the town. At night a sentinel marched
toand fro in front of tho sacred monument,

_During the present period of excitement the sol-
dier was found one morning stretched lifeless upon
the ground and weltering in a pool of blood. The
a'arm wag given and soon the square was filled
with crowds declaring vengeance agninst those who
had insulted tho godess of the City. It was declar-
cd that no other but the Christians could have per-
petrated such a sacrilegious act. The fury of the
people wag beyond description, and the cries of
“death 1o ;the Christinns,” cchoed through the
streets and public places of the town. Whe were
the culprits ? It mattered not; the whole sect
should perish. Bands of farious desperndocs
mnarched through the city displaying their poignard
wnd crying out for the blood of the ¢neinies of Juno.
Others agaio, after the manaer of popular agitators,
barangaced the crowds that gathered round them,
and detailed to them in glowing language, the hor-
rots of the % impious seet,” and called upon the
people to ecxccute the mundate of the Emperor
against all who refused to sacrifice in their temples.
The Governor wus called n cownrd, and & base trai-
tor to the country, nnd threats and insults were
launched against him as ho appeared in front of his
honse to quell the tumult,

Just at this time flames of fire wero scen to rise
from a certnin quarter of the city, and clouds of
smoke ascended spirally casting a blood red refice-
tion for miles around. 1t was the temple. Itsrich
porticees, which were regarded as the master-pieces
of art, were caught in its fearful embrace, and its
thick und lofty columns of white marble, trembled
under the irresistibie pressure of the flames and fell
one after ancther, with a crash that resembled the
noise and vielence of an carthquake. The frescoes
that adorned tho walls of the interior had crumbled
to dust, and the delicate sculptury that filled the |
surrounding niches, pregénted nothing but a hide.
ous mass of chaired and blackened ruins. But when
the vast and porgeous dome caught the fearful ele-
ment, the scene was as sublime as it was terrific to
witness, TFiery tongues of flame shot upwerds cast-
fng sparks like the cruptions of some volcano, 'and
throwing a lurid glare, far upon the waters of the
Mediterranean. From timeoto time the denfening
crash of falling beams and debris of masonry re-
sounded throngh the astounded city, and carried
terror and consternation to the hearts of all who
reverenced the sacred edifice as the dwelling place
of the immortal gods. Tho firec now bagan to slak-
¢en its pace for it had no more cowmbnustible mate-
r al upon which to spend its rage. A few hours
after and that once gorgeeus temple lo which the
inbabitants of Carthagu looked up as the pride of
their city, was no more than a shancless heap of
broken statucs and pillars, lylog here and there
through vast and splendid ruing.

This incendiary took place just twenty-four hours
after the sacrilege committed on the statue of Juno
and could not but cause the people to suspect that
both had been the result of ‘& ‘conspiracy. Chance
could not bave produced such a wonderful coinci-
dence. But who could have'been guilty of such o
crime ? The public voice responded, “no other
but the Christians” o - T
- 'The minds of the people were accordingly still
more embittered against thém and they were now
forced to hide themselves in the secrét chambers of
their houses or in the /dark recessesof the’ earth..
But where wag Vivia' and Tertullian ? The former:
waa praying undisturbed for the reposc of her hus- -
band’s sounl. ' The ‘latter was quietly - writing  his =~

famous treatise “'contra Gentiles! - -
. .(T0.BE .CONTINUED TN OUR NEXT) 0.
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