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{LLUSTRIOUS SONS OF IRELAND.

JUST PUBLISHED.

A New and Reautiful Engraving, ¢ The Illustrious
Sons of Ireland,” from a Painting by J. Donaghy.
This magnificent picture is a work of many years.
It comprisea the Patriots of Ireland, f_rom Brian
Borou to the present time. The grouping of the
£gures are 50 armnged and harmoniously blended
as to pive it that effect which is seldom got by our
best artists. 1t embraces the following well-known
portraits :— L .
Brian Borou, Mnjor-General Patrick Sarsfield, Oliver

Plunkett, D.D,, John Philpot Curran, Hugh O'N¢il,

Thomas Davis, Oliver Goldsmith, Thomas Maore,

Archbishop MacHale, Father Mathew, Daniel

O'Connell, Wolfe Tone, Edmund Burke, Robert

Emmet, Richard Lalor Shiel, Henry Grattan, M P,

William Smith O'Brien, Gerald Grifin, John Mit-

cbel, Rev. T. Burke, O.P.

In the back ground of the picture may be seen
the Round Toser, Irish Bard, the old Irish House of
Parlinment, the Maid of Erin, Irish Harp, the
Famous Sivge of Limerick, and the beautiful seenery
of the Lakes of Killurney, with many vmblems of
Irish Antiquities,

This beautiful picture is printed on heavy plate
paper, 24x32 inches, and will frame 22x28 inches.

Price, only $1.00. A liberal discount will be al-
lowed to canvassers and these purchasing in quan.
tities.

Address,
D. & J. SADLIER & CO,,
Cot. Notre Dame and St, Frangois Xavier Sts,,
Montreal.

Every man who loves Ireland should possess one

of those beautiful Engraviogs.

FATHER BURKE'S SPLENDID LECTURE,
ON THE

‘* Apostle of Ireland.”

The following splendid lecture, on Ireland's
Apostle, by Ireland’s greatest liviag orator,
will be read with unusual interest, as onc of
the best efforts of the latter :—

«Let us now praisc men of renown, and our
fathers iu their generations; # % ¥ %
those men of mercy, whose godly deeds have
pot failed; good things continue with their
seed. Their posterity are a holy inheritance;
and their seed hath stood in the covenants;
and their chi'dren for their sakes remam for-
ever; their sced and their glory shall not be
forsaken. Let the people show their wisdom,
and the Church declare their praise.”—FEccles
44,

We are assembled to obey the command of
God expressed in my text. One of the great
duties of God’s Church, to which she has been
cver most faithful, is the celebration of her
saints. From end to end of the year the
Chureh’s sazints arc the theme of her daily
thanksgiving and praise. They are heroes,
aad thercfore she honors them; just as the
world celebrates its own heroes, records their
great deeds, and builds up monuments to per-
petuate their names and their glory. The
saints were the living and most faithful repre-
sentatives of Christ our Lord, of bis virtues,
uis life, his love, his power, so that He lived in
them ; and wrought in them, and through them,
the redemption of men ; therefore the Church
honors, not so much the saint, as Christ our
Liord ia the saint; for in truth, the wisdom of
saintliness which she celebrates, wherever it is
found, nothing clse, as described to us in Serip-
ture, than 2 ¢ vapor of the power of God, and
a certain pure emanation of the glory of the
Almighty God; * * * the brightness of
eternul light, and the unspotted mirror of God’s
majesty, and the image of Ilis goodnmess; *
% ¥ " and through nations she conveyeth her-
self into holy souls, she maketh the friends of
God and prophets.” Nor does the Churel's
honor of the saints derogate from that of God,
a8 some say ; otherwise the Lord, who is jea-
lous of His divine power and glory, would
never command us to praise the saints as he
does in the words of my text, and in many
other parts of the Holy Secriptures: * Praise
ye the Lord in his saints,” ¢ God is wonderful
in his saints,” ete., ete. Nay, so far from les-
seniog our Jove and praise of God, the saints
are the very channel through which praise is
Most acceptably given to Him, and if the
Scriptures command us to praise the Lord in
all His works, how much more is His saints—
the masterpieces of nature and grace! Let no
one, thereby honoring bis saint: let mo one
Imagine that we arc come together to bless and
praise other than Qur God Himself, ¢ the Fa-
ther of lights” ¢ for every best and every pers
fect gift” which He has given us through our
great Apoatle, St. Patrick. He was “a man
of renown,” for his work and bis name are
kﬂown_nnd celebrated by all men; ¢ and our
father in our generation,” for he * begat us to
God by the Gospel” He was, however, “a
man of merey,” for, when he might have lived
for himself and the enjoyment of his own case,
ue chos_e rather to, sacrifice himself, and to
make his life cheap and of no acceunt in his
own sight, and this through the selfsame merey
Which - brought the Lord Jesus Christ forth
from the bosom of the Father, namely, morcy
for a people who were perishing. His ¢ godly
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deeds have oot failed,” for the Lord erowned
his lubors with blessings of abundance.  Good
things continue with his seed,” for the fuith
which he planted still flourishes in the land.

% 11§ POSTERITY ARE A HOLY INHERITANCE,”

for the scenc of his labors, famous for holiness,
obtained among the nations the singular title
of ¢ the Island of Saints,” ¢ And his seed hath
stood in the covenants,” for it is well known
und acknewledged that no power, however
great, hus been uble to move them from the
taith ouce delivered to the saints. ¢ His chil-
dren for his sake remain forever,” fur he
blessed them, as we read, that they should
never depart from the fold of the # one Shep-
herd” into which Le had gathered them, and

prophetic blessing on earth, ¢ His sced and
his glory shall not be forsaken,” for ¢ they are
the children of the saints, and look for that life
which God will give to those that never chunge
their faith from 1lim.” Seeing, therefore,
that all tho conditions of the Inspired Word
have been so strikingly fulfilled in our suint,
is it wonderful that we should also desire to
fultill the rest of the command, ¢ Let the peo-
ple show forth His wisdom, and the Church
declare His praise 7" I propose, thercfore,
for your comsideration—first, the character of
the saint himself; secondly, the work of his
Apostleship ; and thirdly, the merciful provi-
denee of Almighiy God toward the [rish
Church and the Irish people. The light of
Christianity had burned for more than four
hundred years before its rays pedetrated to
Ircland. For the tirst three hundred years of
the Church’s existence the sacred torch was
hidden in the catacombsand eaves of the earth,
or, if ever scer by muan, it was only when leld
aloft for a moment in the hands of a dying
martyr, Yet the lume was spreadiog, and a
areat part of Asin, Armenia, Egypt, Spain,
Italy, and Gaul had alrcady lighted their
lamps before that memorablo year 312, when the
Church's licht, suddenly shooting up, appeared
in the heavens, and a Roman Finperor was con-
verted by its brightaess, Then did the Spouse
of Christ walk forth from the easth, arruyedin
all the * beauty of holivess,” and her ¢ light
arose unto the people who were seated in dark-
ness and in the shadow.of death,”” The Chris-
tian faith was publicly preached, the nations
were converted, churches and monasteries were
everywhere built, and God scemed to smile
upon the earth with the blessings of Christian
faith and Roman civilization. A bricf interval
of repose it was; and God, in His merey, per-
mitted the Church just to lay hold of socicty,
and essablish hersclf amongst men, that she
might be able to save the world, when, io 2
few years, the Northern barbarians should have
swept away every vestige of the power, glory
and cirilization of ancient Rome. It was dur-
ing this interval, between the long-continued
war of persecution and the first full of Rome,
that a young Christian was taken prisoner on
the Northern shores of Gaul, and carried, with
many others, by his captors into Ireland.

THIS YOUNG MAN WAS ST. PATRICK.

He was of noble birth, born of Christian
parents, reared up with tenderest care, and
surrounded from his earliest infancy with all
that could make life desirable and happy. Now
he is torn away from his parents and friends,
no eye to look upon him with pity, no heart to
feel for the greatness of his misery ; and in his
sixteenth year, just as life was opening and
spreading out all its sweets before him, he is
sold as a slave, and sent to tend cattle upon the
dreary mountains of the far north of Ircland,
in hunger and thirst, in cold and nakedness;
and there for long years did he live, forgotten
and despised, and with no other support than
the Christian faith and hope within him.—
These, however, failed him not; and so at
length he was cnabled to escape from his cap-
tivity and return to his native land. QOh, how
sweet to his eyes and ears must have been the
sight and sounds of his childhood ! how dear
the embraces, how precious the joy of his aged
mother when she clasped to her « him that was
dead, but came to life again I’ Surcly he will
remain with her now, nor ever expose her to
the risk of losing again joys all the dearer be-
cause they had omce been lost. Not so, my
brethren.  Patrick is no longer an ordinary
man—one of us. A mew desire has cntered
into his soul and taken possession of his life.
A passion has sprung up within him for which
he must live and devote his Future. This de-
gire, this passion, is to preach the Christian
faith in Ireland, end to bring the nation forth
¢“from darkness 1nto the admirable light” of
God. In the days of his exile, even when a
slave on the mountain-side, he heard, like the
prophet, a voice within him, and it sad, ¢ Be-
hold I have given my words in thy mouth.—
Lo, I have set thee this day over the nations
and over kingdoms, to root up and pull down,
and to waste and destroy, and to build and to
plant. - Gird up thy loins and arise, and speak

to them all I commend thee.” And when he
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his prayer in heaven has werified 1500 years'
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was restored to his country and to those wheo
loved him, the sume voice spoke again, for he
heard in a dream the voice of many persons
from a wood ncar the western sea, crying out,
as with one voice, “ We entreat thee, O holy
youth, to come and walk still among us.” © It
" wus the voice of the Irish,” says the saint in
" his Confessions, “ and I was greatly affected in
my heart.” And so he arose, and euce more
leaving futher and mother, houses and lunds,
went forth to prepare himself for his great mis-
sion. aving completed Lis long years ol pre-
. paratory study, he turncd his fuce to Rome, to
" the fountain-head of Christianity, the source of
{all jurisdiction sad Divine mission in the
; Church, the great heart whence the lifeblood of
| faith and sound doctrine flows even to her most
distant members, the new Jerusalem and Sion
of God, of which it was written nf’ oid, % from
Sion shall the law go forth, and the Word of
the Lord from Jerusalem,’” and here in Rome
St. Celestine the TFirst laid his hands upon
Patrick aod couseerated him first Bishop of
the Irish wation,

And now he returned to cur shores a second
time; no longer a bondsman, bot {rce, und
destined to breuk the nation’s chain: ¢ You
shall know the truth, and the truth shall make
you free:” mno longer dragged thither an un-
willinz slave of men. but drawn by irresistible
love. the willing sluve of Jesus Christ ; no more
a stripling, full of unxious fears; but u mun,in
all the glory of a matured intellect, in the
streneth and vigor of manbood, in the fulness
of power and jurisdiction; with mind pre-
pared and spirit braced to bear and brave all
thinrs, and with heart and soul utterly devoted
to tiod, and to the great enterprise befurt him.
Oh, my brethren, what joy was in heaven, at
that hour when the blessed feet of the Bishop
Patrick, touched the shores of Ireland.

THE ANCIENT Y“ISLE OF DESTINY.”

This was her destiny surely, and it is about to
be fulfilled—that she should be the home und
the mother of saints—of doctors and holy soli-
taries, and pure virgins, and martyrs robed in
white, and of a people acceptable before the
Lord. That the Crossof Christ should be the
emblem of her fuith forevermore, of her faith
and of lier trial, of her fvars and sorrow, and of
her victory, ' which conquereth the world.”
O golden hour amongst the hours ! when softly
and lovingly, the beautiful footprints of him
who preached peace and ‘good things; when
Moses struck tlic rock, and the glistening
waters of salvution, liwed in the desert land;
when the “ Name™ which is ubuve all names,”
was first heard in the Celtic tonzue, and the
Lord Jesus, cotering upon his new inheritance,
exclaimed : ¢ This 1s my resting-place for ever
and ever; here shall T dwell because I have
chosen it.”

The conversion of Ireland, from the time of
St. Patrick’s landing, to the day of his death,
is, in many respects, the strangest fact in the
history of the Church. The Suint met with
no opposition ; his career rescmbles more the
trinumphant progress of a king, than the diff
cult lubor of & missionary. The Gospel, with
its lessons and precepts of' self-denial, of pray-
er, of purity, in a word, of the violence which
seizes on heaven, isnot congeniul to fullen man,
His pride, his passions, his blindness of intel-
lect, and his hardoess of heart, all oppose the
spread of the Gospel; so that the very fuct that
mankind has so unpiversally accepted it, is ad-
duced as a proof that it must be from God.—
The work of the Catholic missionary has,
thercfore, ever been, and must continue to be
a work of great labor, with apparcntly small
results. Such has it ever been amongst all the
nations; and yet Ircland seems to be a grand
exception. She is, perhaps, the only country
in the world, that entirely owes her conversion
to the work of one man. e found her, uni.
versally Pagan; ha lefe her universally Chris-
tian, She s, again, the only nation that never,
cost her apostle an hour of sorrow, a single
tear, a drop of blood. She welcomed him like
w friend, took the Word from his lips, and
making it at once the leading feature of her
life, put it into the blood of her children, and
into the language of her most familiar thoughts,
and repaid her bencfoctor, with her utmost
veneration and love, And much, truly had
young Christian Ireland to love and vencrate
in her great Apostle. All sanctity, coming as
it does, from God, is an imitation of God in
man,  This is the meaning of the word of the
Apostle, ¢ Those whom He forcknew and pre-
destined to be made conformable to the image
of His Son, the same he called and justified,
and glorified.” Conformity to the image of
God is, therefore, Christian perfection or sane-
tity, “ the mystery which was hidden from
eternity, with Christ in God.” But as our
Lord Jesus Christ, *“in whom dwelt the full-
noss of the God-head corporally,” is an abyss
of all perfections, so do we find the saints
differing one from another, in their varied
participations of His graces and resem-
blance of His divine gifts, for *so star

differeth from Vrrs»tar, in .glory."rﬂ']‘hen, am- | of Mis pa

ongst the apostles, we are accustomed to
think and speak of the impulsive zeal of Peter
the virginal purity of John, ete., not as if Peter
was not pure, or John wanting in zeal; but
that was all the work of the Spirit of GGod, one
virtue shone forth more promincatly, and
seemed to mark the specific character of sane-
tity in the saint. Now, amongst the many
areat virtues, which adorned the soul of Ire-
lund's Apostle, and made him so dear to the
people, 1 find three, which he made especially
his own, and these were a spirit of penanee,
deepest humility, and a devoting zeal for the
salvation of souls, A spirit of penance. It is
remarkable, and worthy of special notice in
these days of self-indulzence and fanciful reli-
gions, how practical the Gospel is. [t is pre-
cminently not only the scicnce of religicus
knowledee, but also of religious life. It tells
us not only what we are to believe, but also
what we are to do.  And now, what is

THE FIRST GREAT PRECEPT O THE Gospun ?

It is penance. My brethren, “do penance for
the kingdom of Gied is at hand.”  And when,
on the duy of D’entecost, the Prince of the
apostles first mised up the standard of Chris-
tianity upon the earth, the people, *¢ when they
heard these things, had compunction in their
hiearts, and said to Peter and to the rest of the
apostles: ¢ What shall we do, men and breth-
ren 77 And Peter said to them: *do peaance
and be baptized, every onc of you,”” This
spirit of penance was essentinlly Patrick’s. His
youth had been holy; prevented from earliest
childhood by “the blessing of sweetness,” he
had grewn up like a lily, in purity, in holy
fear and love. Yet for the carelessness and
slight indiscretiens of his first years, he wus
filled with compunction, and with life-long sor-
row Iis sin, as he called it, was always be-
fore him, and with the prophet cried out:
“ Who will give water to my head apd a foun-
tain of tears to my cycs, and I will weep day
and night.” In his journeyings e was wont
to spend the night in prayer and tears, and
bitter self-reproach, us if' he were the greatest
of sinners ; and when he hastened from ¢ Royal
Meuth,” into the jur west of the Islund, we
read that when Lent approached, he suspended
his labors for a time, and went up to the steep,
rugeed side of Croagh Patrick, and there, like
his Divine Master, he speat the holy time in
fasting prayer, and his “ tears were his food,
night and day.”” Whithersoever he went, left
traces of his penitential spirit behind him, and
Patrick's pensnee and Patrick’s purgatory are
fumilizr traditions in the lund, Thus, my
brethren, did he *sow in tears,” who was
destived to reap in se much joy; for o it is
ever with God's saints, who do hiswork on this
earth; going they went and wept, scattering
the seed, but coming, they shall come in joy.”
His pext great personal virtue was a wonder{ul
humility. Now, this virtue springs from a
twofold knowledge, namely: the knowledge of
God und of ourselves, This was the double
knowledge of which the great St. Angustine
prayed : ** Lord, let me know Thee, and koow
myself';” and this did our saint possess in an
eminent degree, The knowledge of God con-
vinced him of the utter worthlessness of all
things besides God, and even God's gifts, ex-
cept when used for himsell’; and therefore he
did all things for God, and nothing for himself,
and of ¢ His own he gave IHim buck again;”
he lost sight of himself, in advancing the in.
terests and the cause of God; he hid himself
behind his work, in which he lubored for Gad,;
and strangely enough, his very name and lis-
tory come down to us, by reason of his great
humility, for he would write himself a sinner,
and calls himself ¢ Patrick, an unworthy,
ignorant, and sinful man,” for so he saw him-
gelf judging himself' by the standuard of infinite
holiness in Jesus Christ, by which we also shall
one day be judged. Looking into himself he
found only misery and weakness, wonderfully
strengthened, not by himself,. but by God;
poverty and nakedness, clothed and enriched,
not by himself, but by God, and fearful of los-
ing the Giver, in the gifts, he put away from
him, the contemplation of what God had made
him, and only considered what he was himself.
Thus was he always the most humble of men.
Even when scated in glory, and surrounded by
the love and admiring veneration of an entirc
people, never was his soul moved from the solid
foundation of humility, the twofold knowledge ;
and so he went down to his grave, an humble
and a simple man. And yet, in this lowly
heart there burned a mighty fire of love, a de-
vouring zeal for the souls of his brethren. Oh!
here, indeed, does he shine forth “likened
unto the Son of God;” for, like our Divine
Lioid and Master, Patrick was a ¢ zealous lover
of souls.” Ile well knew how dear these souls
were to the sacred heart of Jesus Christ—how
willingly the Lord of glory had spent Himself,

and given His most saered and precious blood
for them : how it was the thought for their sal-
vation, that sustained Him, during the horror

ssion; in the agony of His prayer:
| when his saered flesh was torn at the pillar,
'when the cruel thorns were driven into is
| most holy brows; when, with drooping head

{ and wearied cyes, and body streaming blood

{ from every open wound, He was raised up on

the cross; to die heart-broken and abandoned,
and with the anger of God and insults of men
poured upon Tim. Patrick knew all this, and
it filled him with transports of zeal for
souls, so that, like the great apostle, he wished
to be us accused for them, and to die a thou-
sand times, rather than that one »oul, purchas-
ed so dearly, and the offspring of <o much love
and sorrow, should perish.  Therefure, did he
make himself a slave, and the servant of all,
that he might eain all to Goed.  Aud in his
mission of salvation, no dificultics retarded
him, no danger frightened him, no labor or
sacrifice held him back, no sickness subdued
him, no infirmity of body or mind, overcame
him. Old age eame upon him, yet he spared
not himself, nor did he for a moment sit down
to connt his years, or to number his triumphs,
to eonsider his increasing wants; but his voice
wes clear and strong, and his srm untiring,
though he had reaped a harvest of many years,
and had born % the burthen ot the day and of
the heat ;' and his heart was youne, for it was
still crowing, in the tiith of these sreund him,
loven to the last day of hislife, * his youth was
reuewed like the eagle.”  He repeatedly jour-
neyed throughout the length znd  breadih of
this land, caring and tending with prayer, and
blessing, and tears, the plants which be had
Manted in this new vineyard of God: and
arace was poured abroad from his lips, and
“virtue went forth from him,” until the world
was astonizhed at the sight of a whole natien con-
verted hy one manp, and the promise maul: of
old wus fullilled in Patrick, T will deliver to
you every place that the sole of' your foot shall
tread upon, and no man shall be able to resist
thee all the days of thy life.” Aund now we
come to the (uestion

WHAT WD ST, PATRICK TEACH,

and in what form of Christianity did he cxpend
himsell for God 7 For filteen hundred years,
my brethren, Christiun meant one thivg, ope
doctrine, one fuith. one zuthority, one buptism ;
now, in our day, thix same Christiznity, though
us undivided, as true, as exelusive, as definite
as ever, is made to signify many things; and
men, fondly imapzining that our ancestors had no
greater unity thun ourselves, ask what form of
doctrine did Nt. Patrick preach to the Irish
people? T answer: Ile preached the whole
eycle of Catholic truth as it was in the begin-
ning, is now, and ever shall be to the end of
time, He tunght them that Christ's most
sacred body and blood are really and truly
present in the Blessed Eucharist, so that we
find an Irish writer of the same century (Sedu-
lius) using the words ¢ we are fed on the body
and members of Christ, and so we are made
the temples of God ;" again the languase used
by the Irish Chureh at the time, as even the
Protestant Bishop Usher acknowledges, con-
cerning the Muss, was “the making of the
body of the Lord.,” In support of the same
truth we have the beautiful legend of St. Brid.
gid—which even if its truth be disputed, still
poiuts to the popular faith and love whence it
sprang—how, when a certuin child, mamed
Nenoious, was brought to her she blessed him,
and prophesised that his hand should one day
give her the Iloly Communion : whereupon the
boy covered his right hund and never again let
it touch any profsne thing, nor be even un-
covered, so that he was called * Neunius na
laumph ylus,”” or Nennius of the clean hand,
out of devotion and love to the most Holy
Sacrament. St. Patrick taught the doetrine of
penanee and confession of sins and priestly ab-
solution ; for we find, amongst the other proofs,
an old penitential canon of a synod held under
the szint himself in 430, in which it is decreed
that “if a Christian kill a man, or commit
fornication, or go into a soothsayer's after the
manner of the Geotiles, he shall do a year of
penance; when his year of penance is over, he
shall come with witnesses, and afterwards he
shall be absolved by the priest.”” He taught
the invacation of sainte, ns is evident from
numerous records of the time.’ Thus, in a
most ancient life of St. Bridgid we find the

.words, “ There are two holy virgins in heaven

who may undertake my proteotion—Mary and
Bridgid—on whose patronage let cach of us
depend.” In like manner, we find in the synods
of the time laws concerning the ** oblations for
the dead;"” in the most zncient Irish missals.
Masses for the dead arc found with such
prayers as * Grant, O Lord, that this holy .
oblation may work pardon for the dead and sal-
vation for the living;"” and in a most ancient
life of St. Brendan it is stated that ¢ the
prayer of the living doth profit the dead.” But,.
my brethren, as in the personal character of the-
saint there were some amongst his virtues that
shown out more conspicuously than the.others,
so in his teachings there. were certain points -
which appear more prominently, whioh seemed.




