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A TALE. . BY M. TAUNTON,

——

CHAPTER XIIL.—(Continued.)

This was 2 cousin who lived on & wee farm
on the island of Achill (not such as it has been
made of late years); it was then but a poor
place, with only one or two homesteads on it.
Mrs, Dwyer was a cousin by marriage of Nurse
0'Birn, and owned one of these small farms,

“Bless us, and save us!” cried Nurse
0'Birn, ¢ Sure read that again, Katey,” She
complied ; and then tha mother sat pondering.
At last she turned round quite fiercely—with
such a malignant expression on her face.

“ Katey," she said, * we will go! Sure what
have we to keop us here ? "Your John won't be
home these three years good, ns the ship only
sailed & year ago, you know, when you came
back to me—"

« Mother, but—" :

“Whist, I say, aud listen ; don't stop me
when I'm a telling you. Youmust not breathe
aword to any one, do you hear now? But
we'll borrow Mike's car, put up our things,
and be off to-morrow morning in the dark, or
to-morrow evening perhaps, more likely.”

“ But, mother, how can we take the bits of
furniture 2" )

“And what need then have we for them?”
Sure Mary Dwyer hos enough and to spare;
what would mnke us bother ourselves with
them? No, we'll just put our clothes up, and
the childers’, and be off the morrow.”

“The boy, mother; what shall we do with

Bim? Wil the mother of him like your tak- |-

Ing him with us so far from Galway?”

“ There now, hold your tongue; I knew that
You'd bother about something. You'll plaze to
leave me alone to manage my Oown business;
and you do us I bid you; go to Mike, and say,
Will he lend us the cart to take us—to take us
—Jes, say to Galway?” ' '

“Why, mother, you said we were going to
Achill.” : -

“You're a born fool | Didn’t I tell you that
10 one was to know where we was gone—that's
Just the thing? No, no, when we gets to Gal-
Way, we must go on the car to Qastlebar, and
then we must walk the reet of the way to Achill,
unless we get a lift, until we comes to the boats
% take usacross—then see if they can find ns,”
added Nurse, with a loud laugh. ¢ Sure dou’t

remember going there before—just after you
Wasborn? T knows the way fast enough,”

“I suppose you'll be writing to Mrs. Edward

8 5000 us we get to Achill, mother—for think

of the-fright she'd bo in if she came here, and
found . us’ gone"—for Katoy . had a'liKing for
Grace, whose ohild she was nursing, and never
“ould understand the dislike her-mother evinced:
for hor—thersfore she could not help - bonsider-
1oz Mrs, O’Donnell’s feeling in their plan,

“Lieave me alone, I say to manage, and be
Fure you don't say a word. to any.one about
Where we are .going. Borrow the horse and

tart for Galway. * They'll think we're gone to |-

Mrs, Rdward's for-Ale" duy.  Gofor the oatt
50, and when its dark we!ll pack our thingy

e

in and be off before daybresk, Nobody need
bo the wiser for when we start, us you can put

the horse in. Now Katey, aoushla ! mind, not.

a word, or they'll bo preventing us going, to
have the rent, and I have not enough for that
and the journey.” She eaid this to ¢uiet
Katey's toogue, for, indeed, ske had plenty
of money — being, paid well for poor little
Teddie. - - .

Next morning—strange anomaly that she was
—utknown to Katey, she left the amount of the
rent on the table, wrapped up in paper, as she
knew that her landlord would be the first to
open the door, after it was found they did not
come back, :

I have often observed this in the Irish—
although they will be revenged, and their
revenge will bvercome every feeling of humanity !
causing them to murder in the most cruel way
—yet they will be honest |

Untold gold may be under their hands, and
without dny fear of detection if they took it—
yet it is as safg as in the baok! But mind;
they are given to pilfering — especially the
servants. I think that pilfering is taught them
by keeping them always on board wages, even
when the family are all domesticated at home.

1It'is the oustom; but a custom I do not

#pprove of, and I am sure leads to their stealing
food. :
i OHAPTER XIV.

Everything turned out as arranged, in fuot,
as Nurse O'Birn spid. When they borrowed
the cart for the day, it was supposed that it
was to go to Mrs, Edward O’Donnell’s, so it
caused no remark their doing so, '

A little contretemps uwaited them in Galway,
as they had to wait two or three hours before
the public ear for Castlebar started ; and Nurse
feared that she might come across some one who
knew them, a8 the morning was well advanced
by the time they were to start; but they were
lucky,. for they saw no one to recognize them,

It was 8o late when they resched Qastlebar,
that.had not Nurse been afraid that some one
might be coming after her, she would have
preferred staying the night there, or have hired
o oar to take them part of the way on; but
she 8o feared being,-traced that on they trudg-
ed, after taking some refreshment ata road-
side inn, _

Oh, what o weary walk they had across that
barren and boggy road, lugging not only the
bundle of olothes, but the restless bables each
had to carry! and then, when they could do no
more, they sat against a stack of bog-turf thut
stood by the road-side, or rather in the middle
of a field by the road-side, fed the children, and
carefully covering the babies with their own
shawls, thoy lay down by them overcome with
fatigue, and soon fell asleep. .

The sun awoke Nurse O'Birn next morning,
and she started up, fearing that she had over-
slept herself, and that it was later than it really
was, for it wasbut five o’clock. However, they
fed the babies, and resumed their walk, reach-
ing their destination, opposite Achill, about
eleven.

There were two or three small boats lying
about, and they soon secured one to row acrose
for few a peoce. It was only now that Nurse
brenthed freely, feeling secure from detection,
As she landed, she turned to her duughter,
saying : : _

“ Now mind, Kitty, you must let ¥ary
Dwyer think both the childers is yours.”

“ Both mine! And why, sure?”’

#Never you mind. I have my reasons, I’ll
tell you later; but now mind what T say.”

I need not detail their welcome, nor Mary
Dwyer's joke at Katey's twins, so unlike each

other, and yet both boys; but look a little into

Nurse O'Birn’s thoughts and intentions, now
that she had succeeded in her undertaking of
going off with little Teddie.

She did pot very clearly defiue te herself
what she meant to.do-as regarded Teddie,
She knew that she wanted to kecp him longer
with her, partly out of love for the child, and
partly-to be revenged and. to thwart the mother.

Po be revenged for funcied affronts ; for ex-
eept on the oocasion we have mentioned during
her hushand's illuess, Gruce had sever had a
word with, Nurse that could have annoyed the
fiery-tempered woman ; butthat was the offence
which could nét be forgiven! ¢ The wisp of a
girl,” as she rudely designated Grace, “made
her own boy turn agin her, for he sided with
her, and told nurse that his wife did not want
her belp just then; and she, who had 'reared
him until he was ten 'years, the motherless lad
as he was, and ‘then she had to give him up to
a girl who hiad brought him niver a penny when
he married her!” .. . :

.. Nurse never meunt"t.or"keq';')‘ the  boy always

from bis ‘mother, No, indeed! When she

| thought-it time tb give up the care of bim, why
‘then she would ; but sho would not be said by | d

« o wiap of & girl” what was or. what was not
the right time; not she, indeed - '

'~ And then sho persuaded herself that it was
much better for the boy himself 'to remain’ in

{tha gouatry thaa' to .go. into:Galway, which |,

[N

every one knew was not a healthy plage, Nurse
could not help chuckling at the idea of the fright
she was giving Mrs. Edward when she found
them gone off. = . v

“ Serve her right, the silly fool ; as if' I could
not care for him wherever he waa”

You would think that she would care for the
payment she received with thechild ; butreally
she did not want money. now, and she had
plenty of her previous savings. .. Xou see that
she was at no expense for ‘board6r lodgzing;
she and Katey did the work of the house be-
tween them ; minded the pigs and the fowls, or
whatever was to be attended to; and her cousin
wag thankful to have them there to work for
her in her present bad -stata of health, “for
they kept things straight and tidy, they did.”

As to Katey, she more than once returned
to the subject of letting Mrs. Edward kuow
where they were; but each time she touched
on the point, her ‘mother got into such a pas-
sion, threatening to turn her and her child out
if she said anything more, or mentioned the
subject to any one. So at Jast Katey gave up
meddling in the affair at all, thongh her heart
| was not easy on the matter ; whenever she was
caressing her own boy, she felt sorry for the
mother that was deprived of her darling,

On the spur of the moment, one day, she
could not help saying, “I wonder, mother,
when Mrs. 0’ Donnell will be coming or writing
for Master Teddie ?" '

The mother’s dark frown warned Katey that
she had better not talk on the forbidden subject,
whea all of a'sudden Nurse O'Birn turned to
her denghter, and said— o

“ And how do you know but that it is her
own wish that we took the boy awuy? Sure,
if she is after marrying again, she won't want
}l_m man to sce that she has a child to bring
him."”

® Oh, that's it, i3 it ?" replied Katey. * Oh,
then,” kissing her own babe, *I would not
bave the best man living who would not have
you, too, gramacree ! Qh, that's it, is it, Mrs.
Edward? I don't like yom forit, I can tell

Ou." -

And from that moment all Katey's interest,
in poor Grace censed. Her mother, in her
cuoning, had hit upon the best manner of
silencing her. I mwust leave them now, and
return: to my poor heroine, -

CHAPTER XV.

Grace joined the family party as was arrang-
ed, and, no delay occurring, they reached in
the evening Look Iua.

This fishing-box Mr. O'Donnell rented from
the proprietor of the lake, as had his father be-
fore him; so that it was the custom of the
family to spend one to two months there every
year. Although they had already paid their
annual visit, yet no one made any remark on
this seoond excursion, the season being unusual-
ly fine. .

The house was very pretty, but very plainly
furnished, such as a rural home,might be ex-
pected to be; but it was the scenery about it
that was so lovely, also the grounds immediutely
round the house, .

Two or three boats were jying in a little cove,
where ladies could manage to start them, wlen
inelined to epjoy the exercise of rowing, so that
Grace would have enjoyed the dolce.fur-niente

beautiful spot, hiad she had her Teddie with
her, as Mr, O'Dounell had promised she should
have. : .
. But the first and second day passed without
any mention of buby, which she attributed to
the unsettled state they all felt in. However,
when the third day passed without Mr. O’Don-
nell's alluding to his promise of sending for the
child, she determined that next morning, after
breakfast, she would bronch the subjeat.

Accordingly, when they stood up after that
meal to go and seek their own amusements aud
occupations until dinner time, as wus their
won't Grace said,— . ‘

* Jamey, you were kind enough to say that
Brady should go for Teddie—-"" :

% Oh, dear yes,” said Mr. O’Donunell," inter-
rupting her, and reddening at the thought that
ke ought to have rewembered his promise, and
not have required the reminder; Oh, dear
yes, Brady,” turning to the batler, % do you
think that you could go to-dey ?" :
- “Why, yes sir,” replied the good-natural
.old man (with whom: both Grace uud Teddie
were -especial favorites) ; “ but I should not,
may be, bo.able to be back in good time'to-
‘night ; for Nurse would, may bé, want an hour
or two to rendy herself and the young gentle-
man; so if you please, sir, I had better slegp in
Galway, and cdme on to-morrow in good time.”
And 8o it. was arranged. - o

Before Brady left, Grace slippedout to.ask

| him at what Your she might expect him next

four at the soonest. Youl may be sure that I
will bring Master Teddie &s soon -as'possible, 13
I know that you're wanting to have ki, .. !

P

sort of life she was expected to lead on this-

ay.. : N 13 Do R
}‘7‘ Well, mam, I should think about: three. to-

. %Do . Brady ;.-come ag -quickly a8 you, can;| worricd. ,Gtaco started up, saying—
LU T Lomeee T N KT

Nurse need not keep you long waiting. I do,
indeed, long to have him here.”

Grace zesolutely set herself to letter writ-
ing which was in arrear, 1 order not to let the
time hang heavily on her hands; she cven
volunteered. to row Mrs, O'Dounell on the lake
for un hour or two whilst she fished (for the
ladies were as fond of this sport as the men),
and so got through the day.

1 canoot say thut next morning Gracc was so
successful in passing away thetime, She began
2 dozen things without continuing ten minutes
at the same thing, but when three o’clock came

she flung down the book she had in her hand

(for she was not really reading it), put cn her
bonnet and went down to the Cove, taking a
glass with her in order to see the boat as soon 2s
it should leave the opposite side of the lake,
But four ¢’clock came, and ne sign of the boat.
« And yet e said four at the latest,” thought
Grace 28 she restlessly walked up and down;
¢ perhaps I misunderstood hiw ; I will run and
ask Mary (Mrs. O’Dounnell) if she knows when
he is expected; but perhaps they may come
whilst I am .away. What shall I do? Oh!
there you girl, Judy, Judy, come here.” Judy,
n,servant girl who happened to be passing, came
to her cgll.

“Just go in Judy, like a good girl, and ask
Mrs, O'Donnell if she koows when Brady is
expected 7" :

Mrs. O'Donnell came out to answer herself
Grace’s inquiry. ¢ You are thioking the time
very long, Gracey, before Teddie cbmes; but
never fear, they must soon be here, though, to
tell you the truth, I do not know at what time

James expects Brady home; but surely that is |

the boat ?" .

“VWhere, where?"* cried Grace; '“oh! ‘do
you mean that one ?"’ following with her glass the
direction in which Mrs, Q' Donnell was pointing.
“Oh | no, that is James; they must come op-
posite to where we are standing.”

% Ah! yes, I was mistaken, fornow I see that
that is James, and hé¢ is rowing towards us.
I suppose he sees us, so he will be able to teil
you all about Brady.”

T thought,” said Grace, with o disappointed
tone, ¢ that Brady told me three or four ut the
latest—it is now nearly five.”

James, in reply to the query, eagerly put to
him by both ladies, said,—* That he had not
fixed any hour; but as Brady had spoken ahout
not keeping Teddie out too late on the previous
day, it was odd that he had not arrived beforo
thiz; but you know that Brady is so safe and
steady, not to speak of nurse, that it will be all
right depend onit.” And to make Gracelaugh,
he added ;:—* How do you know but that Brady
and nurse may have waited to be married, be-
fore they were so indiscrest as to travel toge-
ther; he such a smart bachelor of seventy-five;
and she a widdie! slways dangerous indi-
viduals.” ‘

“ You must have your joke, James,” replied
Grace; “‘nevertheless I am uneasy.”

However they went into dinner, or rather
supper. No Teddie, even after they had left
the supper table; nny, they had to go to bed
without any news.

Youmay be sure that Grace did not sleep
well; and yet she thought herself unreasonuble,
because what harm could come to the boy, with
such steady servants as were Brady aad Nurse
O0'Bira.

Onge she started up in bed,—the thought of
the French had come to frighten her, ¢« Qh!
perhaps they had all been taken prisoners;"”
und yet she soon laughed at herself for such an
idea—* What would they want with an old
man, and old woman and baby? Besides,
James had been talking at supper-timo about
the French, and had suid that as’ yet nothing’
had been heard of them: so, indeed, she was
silly to let such a thought enter her head.”

She lay down again, but noc to sleep, She
found that was imppssible after the foolish
fright she had given herself, and which had

cor;plctely roused her,

, ' CHAPTER XVIL .

Grace was very glad when it was light enough
to get up and dress, and to go eut into the
fresh air after her restless aad anxious night.
She waited about mutil called into breakfast,
aud yet no boat was in sight! However, they
had not conoluded that meal before one of the
maids rushed in with—¢ Please, sir, tho bout
has just come in sight.”" - o

‘@race was on her feet directly, when themaid
went up to her and said—¢ Please, nium,
Brady secms to be alone ! R '

t Qh, oo, that cannot be; nurse and baby
must ba with him? .so, perhaps; it 'is nét-
Brady,” said Mrs. Q’Donnell. e

“ You wait here, Grace, and I will go and
see who it is'' said Mr, O'Donnell. -

Poor: thing, she sat down, feeling ‘ready . to
-ery, and certainly not liking to disobey-her
brother-in-Jaw. ~ - e w o
~ He was absent a good quarter'of an bour,
‘and when he ‘returned, looked" anxious-and

that all was right in the house,

“QOh] James, I see.that something has hap-
pened to Teddie|” ‘

“ Well, Gracey, something is wrong; but I
cannet explaio it; so, Brady, you had better
tell Mrs, Kdward all about 1t; it,will be best
that she should know all that you ean tell—
begin,” »

¢ Well, mam, whea I had seen to what the
master gave me commission to do in Galway—
which was as quiet as could be’'—

¢ Never mind about Galway,” put in Mr,
O'Donnell ; ¢ go straizht to the point; don’t
you see the state she’s in ? the poor thing !

“ Well, sir, I will then, When I had done

‘all as T had to do ie Galway”—

“ My dear James,” said his wife, ** why can-
not you let him tell it his own  way, instead of
interrupting him ?”" (This was said in an-
swer to a gesture of impatience on Mr. O0’Don-
nell's pare.) '

“Well, Mary, I believe you're right ; so get
on, Brady ; only be as short about it as you can,”

“Well, mam, where was I? Oh! leaving
Galway, Well, as I said, I took n car, think-
ing, maybe, to save time, rather than walk the
short distance, which another time I should
not have minded, being 2 good walker—saving
your presence, ladies ; and then it was best for
bringing nurse and Master Teddie back in zood
time; but otherwise I could have carried Mas.
tor Teddie all the way, and glad to do it—
bless him and save him this day, wherever he
is !l ). . ,
Grace became paler, and started as she heard
this last word, but was so anxious to hear the
end that, wisely, she made no remark,
~ “Well, when T arrived at Seeley's Lane, as
the village is called, you know, mam, I asked
at the first, house, your ladyship knows,”
(Brady alwaya ladyshipped them when he was
nervous,) *f there are about eight or ten near
each other, but at lenst: they are not close toge-
ther, but only a stone's throw apart. «Well’
I said says I, ¢ which is the Widdic O'Bim’s
cottago ?' says I, to a bit of a girl who stood at
the door of the nearest house.

¢ ¢ Do you see that one with a bit of a gar-
den befora it 2’ says she: .

¢ Why then, I do,’ says I"—

“QOh! Brady, do go on,”” put in poor Grace,
her patience sorely tried,

“ Yes, mam, I will; for sure you must be
so anxious to hear all about the eud ! at least,
not that I know the end; but ‘pleuse let me
tellyoual T did?'

“ Yes, Brady; yes, please,” ejaculated the
poor mother.

¢« Well, then, mam, milady, I weat up to the
door, but it was shut—shus fast; I shook it,
but sorrow a person came, I knocked at the
window—a liberty, considering Master Teddie
lived there, that I did not like to take, it went
against me to do it; but, saving your presence,
I did do it: nc more answer thaun if the deud
lived there. So I said oat loud, through the
keyhole, ¢if you're all asleep or dead'—"

“ Dead, did you say ?' asked Grace.

4 No, no, I did not say that they was dead ;
I snid only that they was as silent as the dead.”

Grace breathed again,

¢ Well, then,’ says 1 to myself, says I, + I
had better go to the next house, and ask what
it means.' So I says to the man, whose name
I found was Mike Doolan, (ard how I knew
that was beeause it was written over the Qoor,
it being the post-office; and I suppose they
put it up there so that you may get redress if
you dou't get your letters'in proper time)—"

s Never mind that, Brady ; do go on!”

“Yes, mam, *¢Well,’ says this man—a very
civil-spoken man, indeed—¢ well, then, sir, I
can't tell you where they'se gone to; they bor-
rowed my cart, they did, two or three nights
ago; and, before any one was stirring in the
morning, they wus gone ; but my cart was sent
back next morning all right.’

<« ¢ And have they not been home since, nor
sent 2 messenger ?' says I. ¢ No, sir,’ says he;
¢ and, what's more, I don't think they is com-
ing; for the house is mime, you see; they
rinted it from me,’ : o

“¢And a very nice little house it is, sir,’
says I; ¢apd makes a pest little property,’ says
I ¢You may say that,’ says he; ¢ but why I
thinks they arc not coming back is this—'

¢t You're right, sir,’ says I, ¢ to come to the
point; for thet's what I cama to you to hear,
and am wanting to hear when they will return.’

¢ ¢8ir,’ says he, “they will not return, I was
going to tell you; for when I made sure of it
in my owa mind, I just thought I'd go and see
1 won't be
against owning to you, siv, that I- felt a littls -
bit squeamish about the rint that was due; ‘so,
as I said, the door' being unlocked, only latched,
I walked in. v
but I shiould not like, any one-else to know that
Mike Doolan would- go .into aoybody's house,
and he not asked in. .:I trust you, besause you .

‘Jook 8 rea] gentletnan, nud- have. come a dis- .

tance, ‘a8 I see. by :your looks, seeing X don't -
know:you; and T thinks I.does know every man, .

FRATA

- | woman,iand ohild—": © - oesi

I tell: you this-in confidence; .-



