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Another day the conversation turned on a delicate subject. It
was that of the Pope and his government. I could not restrain
myself from speaking freely ; and I am astonished that Napoleon
heard e patiently.  But it always appeared to me, that he was far
from being tyrannieal ;
those who tried to hide from him the truth.

and had only been sometimes deceived by
The subject was of
my benrefactor, Pope Pius VIL

I said, *Why does not your Majesty become reconciled insome
way to the Pope?”
~ * Because,” he replied, * the priests w 1sh to rale jn every thing.
They must meddle with every thing, and wish to become masters in
every thing,-as Gregory VII was.” - : ‘

s« think there is no danger of that,” I replied, “as your Ma-
jesty is master of every thing.”

. * The Popes,” he replied, “ have prostrated the Italian nations,
and rule Rome like the Calonnessi and the Orsini.”

. ¢ Certainly,” I said, “if they had the courage and abilities of
vour Majesty, they might make themselves masters of Italy.”

“They want this,” said he, putting Lis hand on his sword, “ this
is what they want.” ‘

« It is true,” I said, *we have seen it in Alexander VI—the
Duke Vulentine—Julius I, and Leo X but they are mostly clect-
ed when very old; and if one bas spirit to undertake, his successor
1s inactive.”

“‘I'hey want the sword,” he replied.
¢ Not only that,” said I, “Dbut the staff of authority of the Au-
gurs.  Machiavelli himself was uvndecided which had contri-
buted most to the aggrandizement of Rome—the arms of Romu-
lus or the religion of Numa—so truc it is that these two'pust be
united. If the Popes, however, have not signalized themselves in
ars, they | have parformcd other illustrious actions, which must
excite the admiration of all.” ‘

) "'These Romans were a n'reat people,” he exc]axmed « Cer-
tainly they werea great people—even to the end of the second Pu-
nic war., Ceesar—Ceosar was a great man—not only Casar, but
many of the.other Emperors, as Titus, Trajan, Marcus Aurelius—
always—always the Romans were great, even to the time of Con-
stantine.  The Topes did wrong,” he said, *“in keeping up discord
in Italy—in being the first to call in the French and Germans.

Y

"I'hey were not capable of being soldiers themselves, and had lost’

enough.™

“ Since it is s0,” T said, * I hope your Majesty will not suffer
our misfurtunes to inerease.  And your Majesty will permit meto
say, that if your Majesty does not assist Rome, it will become what
it was in the times when the Popes were tranferred to Avignon. —
Notwithstanding the immense number of fountains and abundance
of water at that period, the carriers broke them up and sold the
water of the Tiber in'the streets, and the city became almost a de-
sert.” ' '

He seemed agitated at this, and said with great emphasis—
“ They oppose me; and why? I am master of France, of Italy,
and of three-fourths of Germany. I am the successor of Charle-
If the Popes were as they then were, all would be com-
promised. You Venetians too broke ofl'from the Popes.”

“ Not as your Majesty,” I replied. ¢ Your Majesty is already
so great, you can afford a place to the Pope where he cun feel him-
self independent, and where he can freely cxercise his ministry.”

nagne.

“Why I do let him do every thing as long as he confines himself

1o religious concerns.  “The Imperial Minister never interferes with
him, except when he publishes something which does not please
the French government ; and then he is quickly punished. Have I
not given the Bishops all the power they conld wish?  Thereisno
religion here perhaps?  Who has raised the altars?  Who has pro-
tected the clergy 2

“IF your Majesty,” I replied, “have religious subjects, they will
be more affectionate and obedient suljects.”

o I wish 1t,” he rejoined, but the Popeis all German”—and in
saying this he looked at the Empress.

“ And 1 assure you,” said she, “that when I wasin Germany,
they there said that the Pope was altogether French.”

“ He would not,” said the Emperor, “drive away the Russians
and English from his state ; and for this we broke him up.”

I here wished to remind him of the published defence of the
Pope; but Marshal Duroc cntered; Napoleon, however, still
went on.

N——

¢ Concluded from page 98.

“evenin want of the necessarics of life.

* And he has pretended to excommunicate me —Does he know

‘that in the end we may become as the English and the Russians "

“ I humbly beg pardon of your Majesty, but my zeal has inspired
me with confidence to speak freely ; and allow me to say, it does
not comport with your l\iajesty’sintcresf, in my opinion, to have the
present state of things. God grant you many years: but in after
times, if a strong party should take the side of the Pope, it might
occasion great troubles in Frauce. In short, your Majesty will
soon be a father, A permanent state of things is dcsxmble.
merey’s sake, Sire,:accommodate mattersin some w ay

“ You wish matters settled, then,” said Napoleon; *and I wish
ittoo; but you see what the Romans were without Popes.”

“ But think, Sire, what religious devotion they had when they
were great.  That Caesar, so famed, ascended the stairs of the Ca-
pitol on his'knees to the temple of Jupiter.
tle without auspicious religious omens, or they were so cautious
about it, that if it were neglected, the general was punished.  See
what was done in the case of Marcellusfor sacred shings, when the
Consul was condemned for carrying away only a tile from the tem-
ple of Jove in Magna Graecia.  For charity protectreligion and its
head—preserve the beautiful church of Italy and of Rome—it is
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They never gave bat-

more delightful to adore than to fear.”
“We desire that,” said he, and the conversation ended.

At another time he spoke of Venice, of its artists and monuments,
and asked me about the architeets. I named to him the principal
ones, with proper commendation. Soli, who directed the new
works there, but who had been prevented [rom finishing his beauti-
ful edifices as e planned them. I mentioned Palladeo, and spoke
of his pictures with which he had illustrated the Commentaries of
Cresar, and of his beautiful works which abound in the Venetian
state ; and while T was speaking of Venice, and asking for her his
protection, my emotions overpowered me, and I burst into tears.
I declare to your Majesty the Venetians are a good people. They

‘are truly a good pcople hut they are very unfortunate : commerce

is interrupted, . the \taxes are high, and in some districts they are
From Passeriana they sent
an eloquent-petition to your Mnjest), Dbut T kuow notlwheth%ﬁl
ever reached your Majcst) (-

“ No," he rephed JE

« F have it hare, it your Majesty' would seeit.” I took it out of
my portfolio, and presented it to him. It was as follows :

« To His Majesty the Emperor of France and King of Italy.
“SIRE,

«The inhabitants of the Department of DTassircana, with all
Italy, are subjects of your Majesty, and worthy of the good fortune
of being so. Of three hundred and seventy thousand inhabitants,
more than two thirds are destitute and unemployed. The revulsion
of the times has entirely destroyed the productiveness of property,
Sire, his Royal Ilighness the Viceroy, moved at such misfortuncs,
has promised some relief.  Iis word is saered, but ifaid be much
longer deferred, it will be useless.  The undersigned, the most re-
spectable pcople of the Department, offer their lives and the little
they have left in proof of what they have asserted. Who dare and
who would deceive your Majesty? Before changing from proprie-
tors to labourers, they divided with their children their bread bathed
in tears; and now raise their volces to your throne.  Sire, they are
perishing—they make you acquainted with it, and will receive your
benediction.”

Napoleon looked at it, and said, It is short.” Ilec then stop-
ped eating, read it, and added—¢ I will speak of'it to Aldini"—and
placing it near him, took it away after he had done eating.

While speaking of Venice, I adverted to the form and spirit of
the Government; and observed, that after the publication of the
works of Machiavelli, it did not appear possible for Venice to full.
That great diplomatist, when Minister from I'lorence to the -
peror of Germany, wrote to his friend Vettor Vettori, and said, It
appears to me that the Venetians understood things well when they
painted St. Mark with the sword as well as the book, because the
book is not enough.”  And I obscrved that the Venctians were
afraid of a Cesar rising up among them, they were jealous and cau-
tious of a General on land.

¢« Certainly,” replied the Xmperer, ¢ the prolongation of com-
mand is a very dangerous thing. I told the Dircctory myself that
if they were continuully at war, the power would fall into the hands
of one person.”

On another occasion, conversing of Florence, hc asked me “where
was the monument of Alfieri placed ?”

«Jn Santa Croce,” I replied, ¢ where those of Michacl Angelo
and Machiavelli also were erccted.” ‘

¢ Who paid for it ?” he asked.

« The Countess of Albany,” I answered.

 Who paid for that of Machiavelli 7" -

« I Delieve  socicty.”

« And that of Galileo?”

© His relatives, if T am not mistaken,” :

¢ The chureh,” I said, **of Santa Croce is in a Lad conditton :
the raincomes through the roof, and it wantsrepairs ; and for the
glory of your Majesty, preserve the fine monuments and buildings.
The Dome, too, at Florence, begins to decay for want of attention;
The church is full of beautiful works of art; and Lam charged
with a petition to your Mujesty, not to suﬂcr these pn.cmus tlnno'a
to Le sold to the Jews."” e

« How sold? “I'hcy shall bé brought here,” said he. -

¢ They cannot be removed,” I replied ; they are works in freseo.

It would be well for the President of the Academy to make some

provision for their preservation.” -

i [ wish it,” he.bnid.

« This,” said I, “will add to your Mchsty sglory; the more so;
as your family is originally from Flovence.’

At this, Maria Louisa ]ool.ul round, nnd snid, « Are )ou not
then a Corsican ?" -

“ Yos,"” said he, “but of Florentine origin.” .

I then added that the President of the Academy was Senator
Alexander, of one of the most illustrious families i Florence,
which Wi connceted by morringe with a brauch of his Majesty’s.
“ You arean Ttalian. and we Italians boast of it.”

¢ I certainly am,” he replied,

T then recommended to his attention the Academy of Florence.

On another oceasion T spoke earnestly to him of the Academy:
of St. Luke, at Rome: of its destitute state—without a sehool—
without conveniences and revenues; and urged that it ought to-be
placed on the same footing as thatof Milan ; and said to him, “If
vour Mujesty would have -two singers less at the opera, and gave

‘their salaries to St. Luke, it would do more good;” and I said this

because I knew that the Cres-contini were then paid thirty-six
thousand franes a-year. To this I found‘vhlm wcll disposed.
1 then wrote to Menneval, his.private. secrc ATy
ror was heneficently inclined to md the arts n
promised a decree to that cﬁ‘ect 3 and tlmt bo U
soon to return to Rome. Onthe 8th November,: I} 5
the Minister Darescalehi, a letter from Menneval, containing the
generous disposition of his Majesty for the Rom:}h Academy.
Speaking of the Academy and Roman artists, Napoleon said,
¢ The Italian painters are bad—we have better in France,’

I replicd that it was many years seen I had seen the works of the
Freneh painters, and could not compare them with ours, but that
we still had great artists in this branch in Italy—Camuceini, at
Rome; Landiat, at Florence; Benevenuti, at Milau; Appiani,
and Bossi, all great artists,

He said that the French were a liltte deficient yet in colouring ;
but that in design they were superior to the ltalians.

I replied, ours were skilful too in design. Not to mention Ca-
muceini, so famed, Bossi had made some divine cartoons; and that
Apiani bad painted the saloon of his Majesty's palace in Milan so
well that it seemed impossible to improve it. :

« Yes, in fresco they do well,” said he, “but not in 0il.”

I still defended our artists, and reminded him of the great en-
couragement they received in France.  Fe asked me nbout the su-
loons and works then in progress in France, - I spoke in proper
terins of the able I'rench artists, and their sublime movuments,

“ Have you scen,” said he, * the Column in Dronze? It appears
to me grand. I don't like the cagles at the corners; but that of
Trajan, of which it is an imitation, also had them, Will that arch
be handsome which they are constructing at the Boise de Bou-
logne 7

« Beantiful indeed,” I replied.
of your Majesty or of the ancient Romuns, and espeeinlly in style,

“ Such works are truly worthy

which is magnificent.”

«In the coming year,” said he, *“the road of Carnice will be
completed, Dy which they will be able to go from Daris to Genoa,
without being interrupted by the snow; and I intend to makeano-
ther from Parma to the Gulf of Sperzia.”

¢ These vast projeets,” I replied, « arc worthy of the great mind .

of your Majesty, tngctller with the preservation of the renowned
works of antiquity."”

On the cvening of the 4t of November, 1810, I prnsen&ed my-
self to the Empress with the model of her bust.  She showed it to
the ladies who were with her, and all approved the likeness. ~ Na-
poleon was not present, and the Empresssaid, tu-morrow at break-
fast, she would show it to him. She then said to me, “ And do you
not wish to remain here ?” ‘
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