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The firot difficulty which hindered

Nr. Lord from stationing Catechists
in the village, Shilewadi, was that
he could not then get a bouse in
the place. There were plenty of
suitable bouses, and their owners
Were willing to let t hem, but all
efforts failed until the beginuing of
this year. The arrangements were
invariably spoilt by the interference
of the Brahmane. At lait ho found
a man Who was willing to build a
bouse on bis own ground,. The
agreement was signed and the bouse
)uilt. Mr. Lord sent the two Cate-
chiats he had chosen for the place
with their familiesho himself going
down to sec tbem settled in their
rew home. There soon arose trou.
ble about the water supply. This
Mr. Lord had remedied: but a
greater difficulty arase from the
Catechiste being unwilling to remain
at an outpost, wishing to return ta
bead-quarters.

'I am sorry to say,'adds Mr. Lord,
they did returm, brrnging in ail their
goods etc., which I lied only a short
time before Lad taken out at the cost
of Rs.6 ta the Mitsion. I bave re-
fused to pay for them a second
time, and though the inen hava re
turned they bave not taken their
families; one, I thînk, only vent
when lie understood that his ap.
pointment be.ng in the districts, no
pay would be forîbcoming for .days
spent lu Kolhapur. I mention this
mainly not to disgrace the Catechist,
but as an instance sbowing with
'what bad material ve have to work,
and how imperative it is tat one
Eur pean Mirsionary sbould ta free
ta go out himself and bo in the fore.
front of the work. The fact that
lbe mission agents, with a fow ex-
ceptions only, bave little zoal for
the work ittelf is mainly the cause
why there are no resulte to Our
work, It often eaems that we do
aore harin than good from working
in a half hearted way, and the people
estimate our religion by the zeal we
take in propagatiug it; such as, in
the greatly curtaile district which
I now work I go round it but once
a year. .trust that tLe vork now
started in the district will be kept
up and go on weil.'

We can judge from such a passage
os this what soms of the avis of
keeping a Mission undermanned are.

Another of the Missionaries in this
diocese, the Rer. H. Lateward, whc
is stationed at Kamatipura, raises a
grave question about the native
Catechists. We express no op:nion
upon his views one way or the other
but quote what he says simply as an
illustration of the anxious nature of
the problems that face the Mission-
arias.

'For a long while my thoughts
baye bee directed ta the quosioI
of how for 'paid' mission agents-J
:mean in the ense of evangelisrs-
promote or hinder'conversions and
an opin!mn bas been growing upor
me that they not only do not pro.
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mote conversions, but are an actua
bindrance to the work. Allow me
to ex lain. First, I would promise
that am not lefarring to those em-
ployed as teachers in schools, or
whare the work is secular in thel
main; next, my experience had not
been only te Bombay, but for nearly
double that time at the Deccan Sta-
tions; and lastly, that my experi-
ence of -working without a catechist
extends only over two years in the
town of Bombay, where, in addition,
the greater part of my time has been
taken up with Engish work, thus
allowing little leisure for work
among the heathn. and yet I con
sider the net result as botter than
usual,

..Among its advantages I would
firet mention the leisure it gives for
teaching the inquirers onesalf, be.
cause one is not required to devote
th:s time and energy to the Cate-
ohiats and others. I do not wish to
be unfair, and I admit that among
the numerous staff of workers, native,
in the Ahmednagar Missions thora
are instances of earnest men, and that
good results are the result of thair
efforts. On the other band I think
that a large proportion of catechiats,
&,, in this diocese are a distinct
source of weakness.'

The numerical weakness of the
European staff of Missionaries is
again painfally evident in all this

t The Society bas increased its
grants to the .Diocese frequently.
Ten years ago it voted £3.500, now
it Las voted for n ext year £5 225

i The supply of men has notadvanced
with the meais, and the Rey, Chas.

King Eends a stronz appeaul for cler.
gymen from Englend for the great
Ahmeduagar Mission.

' Now that the Rer. J. D. Lord
goes on furlough, threa priests only
will be left. One of these must re.
main at headquarters in charge of
the educitional establishments, loiv-
ing two ouly to minister to a huge
district of somae 2 500 square miles
with Over 4 000 Christians scattered
in about 200 villages. Year after
year we have had to report that
numbers of the baptized have practi.
cally apostatised from the Faith 
and We have aga;n and again pointed
out how impossible it is with aur
small staff ta propare the Confirmed
for the Holy Communion. Yet now
in 1890 the staff will be smaller
than it was when I first jo'ned the
Mission il years ago. The staff of
the Roman Mission is being greatly
increased, the American Congrega-
tionalist Mission, although it ias not
inareased the numb.r of its mission-
aries, yet bas greatly increased the
number of its native pastors, and our
staff i less, both as to Europeans
and natives, than it was in 1880. I
know from the reports that the
Home Society is doing all that it
possibly can with the smual funds at
its dispoesa, but do you not think
that a opcial appeal might be made?

With a larger staff va might ven-
ture ta baptize the many thousand
of low castes who are wishing ta ba
come Christians I ses no reason
why the whole of the Mahar Mang
acd Bhil castes should rIot be made
Christians, bt at presen vs are
unable W minister to those who are
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already baptised, so are c')mpelled
È0 refuse the invitàtion of others.
Many congregations of Christians are
not even visited by thekr priest Once
a year; children are left unbaptized;
ib is impossible to personally under.
take the instruction of those to be
Confirmed ; communicants are uu-
able to approaoh the Blessei Sacra.
ment even at Easter; and the siok
and dying are wholly negleeted.
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