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The declirations Iii6iredrof its
members Q&è W.44ows, super-
added to'theibaptisnal vows; but
are thi aPication of these to the
temptations of the world, the flesh
and the 'd5vtitfthW' þiittiùg into
practice of what'was-promised at
the Font. Thisais equally true of
those who, either as an additional
precaution agaiifst their own in-
temperance, or, as-an- example -and
help to others,:-belong to 'the Total
Abstinence Section; -and of those
who, in joining theGeneral Sôction,
agree to be temperte themselves
and to do what they can towards
promoting the sane habit in others,
Wherein does a specific pledge, e.g.,
against drunkenness, differ in prin-

aiple from the general pledge
gainst all ains ? la thero weak-
es of character displayed in the

r one and strength in the other?
Surely, it is not weakness to con-
fess our weakness, and to use well-
approved methods to overcome that
weakness f And that this Society,
as such, has been found by those
who have joined it such a method,
bas been proved over and over
a ain by many who were as brands
plucked out of the fire. Many who,
in the case of habituul drunkards,
have liér gladtôvail themselves
of the belp which the Society af-
fords for their reformation, besitate
to take the same stop which they
recommend to others. Not that
they need in eve'y instance to bc-
corne Totalr'Abstainers; although
some, it may be, that think thov
stand would do well to take heed.
lest they fall. But evidently we
shall have more power in persuad-
ing others to join the Society if it
be known that we ourselves belong
to it, awhether. as Total Abstainors
or not. And as "members with
them we should naturally feol the
greater intereat in their remaining
true to the pledge which they had
taken. Indeed, we should, as such,
feel it to b our dut to look after
thom the more closely, and do what-
ever was possible to enable them to
receive the full benefits of the So-
ciety. When faithfully discharged,
this dnty forme one of the chief ad-
vantages of s-ch an organization;
a duty which cannot bo, or at least
is not likely to b, as efflciently
discharged by individuals noting in-
de yendently of each othei.

'eo ist a topic in connection
with this whole subject which is
toQ important wholly to omit, but
to lvbieh c cn only npw briefly -
fer. I allude' to the indirect advan-
tages of our Temperance Society,
advantages which lu mîost instances,
are almost whollydueta the fact off
an organization. Amongthesomay
be mentioned: The more intimate
and cordial relations betweenr the
Clergy and the peo le, and among
the pgishioners t b emqolves, by
meagi"bf, thè fW4ent' 'meetngs
he kebgaif ef the Soviety, ey

tþie saine means, disseners havqin
nmany instances been made, rmore

friendly to thes Church; and from
the mingiitg of all classes ix the
:meetings there bas been a marked
diminution of, the projudices, if not
animosities, that too often prevail
because of social distinctions. La-
,bouring mien especially have been
thus led to realize that the Church'
is concerned as well for their tem-
p oral as fo thei' siritual welfare,

he numierôus gat erings in con-
nection with. the Society have also
afforded optortunities te many
clergymen and laymen of becoming
more reaçly and effective platform
speakers than they could otherwise
have been trained to be. The in-
tercourse between -the various ar-
ishes enpouraged by sncb gater-
ings has become very friendly, and
has led to a more general knew-
ledget and appreciation of each
other's work, and of the needs and
prospects of the Church at large.
The management.of our Parochial
Branches bas been the means, too,
of developing the latent energy and
capacity of many a hitherto un-
known Church-worker, who has
proved to be most useful also in
ether degartments. For it ought
always to be the aim of those who
are chiefly responsible for the suc-
cess o? this Society to urge upon
its members the truth that drunk-
enness is but one out of many sins,
and, therefore, that other virtues
besides Temperance are to be culti-
vated and exercised.

Viewed in the 'light in which I
have sti-iven to present it, this
.whole question .is âne which no
conscientious person van afford to
ignore. Too often bas it been re-
proachfully said that drunkenness,
is (if, indeed, it be not a very con-
tradiction of terms) a Christian vice
-some barbarous and heathen na-
tions having been in happy igno-
rance of it until its introduction
among thom by the trader or trav-
eller, the sailor or soldier from na-
tions claiming to be civilized and
Christianized. Too often, in these
latter nations, bave God and the
Church been robbed of the services
of mon and women who, except for
this one most baneful sin, might
have been, by reason of their natu-
ral abilities and graces, amongst
the most useful and honoured mem-
bers of the community.

This Society offers, lu its varions
deprrtmentà of work, to all who are
sensible of thé manifold evils which
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