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laws of the nervous svstemn are iot even toier-
ably ascertained. We speakz obscurely of it;
and shelter ourselves under th- general terin
of sympathy, spasmi, &c. which are used-with
as ittlI precision now as malignantly and len-
tor were emploved of old.

VAN HEIMoNT was the first who attended
to the nervous systemi, and advanced the doc-
trine of the Archæus, as the proximate cause
of disease. Several had been advancing the

science of the nerves, but lie says (Dr. Whytt,)
had done more than all the rest. lie consid-
ered the subject as still far from being exhaust-
ed, and of the highest consequence to explain
the condition of the body, in sickness or health.
We suppose, says the doctor, that in the phe-
nomena of the nervous system, there is a
series of the three conditions; Ist, an impres-
sion made on the organ of sense, or sentient
part ; 2nd, in cousequence of this, there is a
perception eieated in the common organ of
sense, sensorhim ommune; 3d, there is a mo-
tion or contraction excited in the moving fibres,
which depend upon the nerves. We call these
from Gaubins, impression, perception, irrita-
tion. Al phenomena are comprehended under
t hese three. Of these three conditions, the in-
termediate link is perception, and on it the
other two depend. This link, perception, is
the foundation of all our internal operations:
being derived from the immaterial power
within us, and connected with our material
part.

This immaierial power nay be left out in
medicine; for if contraction necessary follows
perception, and perception as necessarily fol-
lows impression, we have no more occasion to
take notice of it as a sentient principle, than if
it were a mechanicall cause. The doctor,
hôwever, shows that impression may excite
irritation, and often does without the interven-
tion of perception; and shows the absurdity of
Stahl and his followers, by asserting that the
soul is conscious of every impression. There
are, says the doctor, a varicty of impressions,
which are not at all attended to by perception;
or, if we perceive, it is the eflècts, and not the
impressions thenselves. As to proception, it
always depends on impression; so tiat the

old saying is very true; nil in intUllectu quod
nomn lècit qrius in sensu."* These impressiods
are varied by the gensorinrm commune, or origia
of the nerves. Irritation depends constàntly
on perception or impression.

This system so carefully arranged, and the
investigation of the nervous system conducted
and investigated by him, with a success whiclh
has no parallA, has nevertheless been de-
nounced uncertain, incomprehensible, and
disastrous. He has been charged with over-
looking, or but slightly glancing at the pathol-
ogy of the blood vessels. in his concentrated
views of the nervous system. And by adopt-
ing the nasology of Sauvages, Linnous and
Vogel, he has unfortunately, led physicians,
says Dr. Rush, to prescribe for the names of
diseases, instead of their proximate cause.

It is sufficient to jar- the foundations of the
firmest confiednce in Medicai skill, to find the
professors in that science, but risirig, as it weid,
to overthrow each other, to show that a fAlS
pathology, or a corrapt practice, had petvi-
ded the system from the origin of the stience.
It is, indeed, melancholy to refleet; that' the ii•
dustry and labor of man, should be thùà buried
and forgotton with his bones.

'Nothing gains entrance to the mind but through th
senses.

TRIUM1.--SOuth Carolina is redeened
from her oppressive médical law; Thomsoni-
ans are now free there. This is the tenth stat
where the public opinion has compelled the
legislature to repeal the laws intended to crúà
the Thomsonian practice. So we go Stead'
is onward.-7Tonsonian 1839.

Owing to the gross ignorance of the groi
mass of the people upon rhedical subjeds, a
doctor can much easier cheat 2t man out of 0U
life than out of a shilling, and that too wibOtI
a possibility of being detected.-Buckan.
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In medical writings, it is much easier to
make a show of great learning, than to *ri
in a plain familiar manner.-Dr. Buchan.
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