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UNCLE LISHA'S SHOP.. .
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The prophet of tho- almanac ‘had _writ-
ten aloag the June calendsar, ’“Nov‘v’, per-’
haps a spall of weather," and his prognos.
tication was: being.: verified, \:For -:two.
days-the rain had come: down ‘from the
leaden sky, now in drenching showers,-
now in drizeles, slanting to the earth be-
fore the guisty’ northeast wind, 'and - still
it cama down. - A robin:in the apple.iree
where his mate shingled their nest with:
ber half-spread wings only’ left off “sing-
ing for-rain” to'préen- his'wet teathers,!
and then began hig-broken 'songy cheer.
Tl enough but for its'import to seem un. -
suited to its* accompaniment, the splash:
of the 'rain,the dolelul” sighing of the
wind, and the sullen roar of the swollen:
streams, The beaten -down blossoms
that whitened the ground bensath the
apple trees; as if an unseagsonable flury-
of snow had fallen there, looked  unlike
blossoms now, but added avother dreary
feature o the dreary -landscape the lit-
tle brown house without “lightor shadow :
oun its walls ;. the dripping, wind.swayed
trees; the sodden fields" add woods
ghostly’ behind; the:rgiay vail: of rain, .
bounded by the blurred, flat wall' of
mountains, und roofed, by the low sky, = ®

When some of Lisha's - friends, troub-.
" Jesd by a vague ‘rumor. that had floated

about the valley, visited the shop. that |
day, they founlit was as cheepless in-;

uide as out, chilly, damp avd fireless, and

unocoupied by its owner, . whose apron }

luy upun .ibe ‘shoe bench., Sam Lovel,
seated himself, there, and when present.
Iy Lisha entered from. the ‘house part,’.
“and he arose to give him his accustomed .
geat, the old man. said, “Keep your: sef-.
uin,’ Samwill ;... I -haint. workin’ none.to-
day;” and after pottering-iu an aimless
way among. his stock and tools; set about
lighting g fire, .. Alter, ,repeated. clesring,,

of hia throat, wherein ,ithe words geemed .

to stick, he vaid as-he whittled . the kind:
ling, “Wal, boys, where. ye goin' .to._.loaf
evenivg's next winter ., . .7,
4Why, right- here, of course, -1ncle
Lisher,” snid Swmn, “you haint goin’ to
turn us aou'door be, ye?" - ..
#“No, 1 ,haint a goin’. to turn you aou'-,
door, I'm & goin’ to turn myself aou'door.
‘The faes o' the business is, Jerushy 'n'I
bas ‘baouy made -up acur minds te go
aout West an’ live Ylong wi’ George. )
4Wal, we heard sgme such talik,” Sam.
#aid, . “but we didn’t, scasely .b'lieve the'
was pothin’ ‘on it, ouly. talk,.the' 's g0,
much dum foolish gabja?goig, nowerdaya.
- Ap%" he added, Y] haint heaYd  none ‘at-
saounded. foolisher 'n; this, tu.me.” .
- Wa), naow, ye see,”’. said Lishs; shut.

By

ting the slove door and alter watching.

the firc a'minute, seating himsell.upon'a’

sap 1ub, “me 'n wy ol woman s a gettin’

ai''n” oot the daown hill side, T’ 't won't |
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-scagely on’y set raound, 'n’ we haint got
nobody fota' kéer on us”then dn'y aqur”

1. boy, " He's sol' sout”in'the 'Hio,-an’' is"

goin' to Weatconstant to live, a gret:
- ways furder’n tlie 'Hio, tew, tbree Stutes
“beyund it, I b'lieve, " 'Taint &, State yit,
I guess Wesiconstant haint, hut. on'y a
“terry-tory. Seems ‘'eugh we' ‘canldn’t
ssten’it’'ta hey hily, 1o furdet off 'n "wha
he is Daoy, an''so ye . see,  we've enclu-
ded’ to go. an’ live 'lorg wi';hitn, . He'd’
ben o teasin'.oif us tu this ever.s6” lonk,
but [ kinder' hated tu, 'for’ T'm. sorter.
growed in here, '’ I hate u haow
"1 guess iV'd-the best wuy.”. T
+ BWal, I guess Yinint,’ “said " Sami, very,
-decidedly.” You Lev giowed in, bolh gu
ye, an' it'll ba jallak . pullin' up tlew ol
i trees un’ settin?’on; e noiit agig; i'n’ ye
won't stan’ if no..better, " No, “Uncle
Lisher, ot n,milo better'n twp hemlanks
took up an’'sot ao'st.  It'11 he & dift"ent
#'il o Jund lorye, diff'ent breéd o' veigh-
boré—'f ye hav any- 'n thay eay't that:]
“lere western:country 'u.flatter,n. 4 pun.
cake, 'thadut & maountin er.a- big Lill.tu |
-be seen, 8o 's't'it tirés « feller's eyesighs
cledr dont a tiav'lin’ so fur "thaout ‘aoth
in’ to stop it. /AR’ no woode.like: aouray
they say. (Haow. long ye think: ye can.
gtan’ it 'thaout.the smell o' spruce lu yor.
unse, cr thaout péein’ ‘the ol', Hutp ex-
‘Jater il), ervo much " ag:litile Hawy's |
. Back a'stan’in-up #giiy the sky. 2" 1
“Yas, sah, Ono-Lishjy :dat so,"1Antoine!)
.put in. - “You was. be:so Jonesick vou .
-come dead raght ofl, bose of it, An'_Jer-
rushy loo, you see 'f he ant "~ T
wan'if ye ‘don't die)" Shm! contidued;:
L the duwd [njins 'L kilhye®fl . wie;
O3ho ' raid Lisha, swiliog grimly: at. |
,8am,, “You're a putty, fellor, a talkin’ |
“baout dum’d Injins arter tein’ (hicke” 'n’
puddin’ with’ ’em fora fortai’; 'n’ thicy
riggin’ 6t 'ye adut.wi’ a7 eanew 't you t'¢'n:
nuavygate ’s & mushrat can bis owngbody,
Naow, r'aly, Sawwill,’.; he went on, hop-:
ing 10 change the subject, Syhen I reen
| ye pittin' into 't over there 't the’ Firge
Pond, I'didn't expeétnothin’ on'y 10’68
ye git:a duckin’y ' 'fil hedult a -kbowed.

i ye.c'ld swimilike ¢ duck, L wonldn! ha';

let ye git jot’ the dum
“0, wal," gala Sa

razy thing! -
impatiently, ‘my,

| Injune iw'tsme, [ g'.eds 7L yowll " find

sout 't them - puinted, tarkey feathered:
cuases sout Westis a di ‘ent breed o’cals,
with their ‘warwhoop in’ an’ sereechin,’,
an’ gkelpin’ of folKs an’' babies, 'n’ the
Lord knowsswhat thé devi's own’ work
they haint-up ta”- 10 L b
USammywell's stgyments is good,'-said:
Solon. Briggs., *“The’ baint nothin’ more,
surtinet 'n that old, arin.dlent indyviddy
wills hedortto contiimer’ (o'rémain inthe -
natyve land 'at-they wus borned in," ;3

rosred, $whats, the use oy yer. talkin 21,
tell:ye.I'm a goin' Pt 1; dow'vlive s
arter.] git therg1: Haiot.l
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“Good ajrth ap' seas. | the qld ,mm{ .
lkin! 2L,

five a, weel+| 1he farwm whers the
~tougher 'n, a,
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ity [ guass!.1.c'n fight Injins.agingl guess!:
. H'mph !.ye talk:'s if Liwasaten yo'r, oll:
i boyfor-a skeery -little..gal I™: and .then
‘ Jowering . his- voice !to.a  kindlier tone, I-
hate 10 go, 's 1 eaid afore,, ‘T allus lufited
to hev my neighliors 'raound e, 'n! 1've
h d good uns, an’ got'em yit, an' I hate
“dréffly toleave 'em, 'n' bate' (0 leave the

thicker 'n’ water, 'n* [.wanter ‘seemyboy,
,the on'y chidk orchild:his mothet'n’ [’
.gol,'n"cend my dava withhimi’ An’ his
" mather y'arns arter him’- more 'n'. 1" du,
an'--wal'we're a goin’; aun’.the'ha’ no:

‘| tew ways-'baout it; ‘ner no use: ai talkin.!:

" va gol! aont tu'Joel *Bartletr, an" wo've:
"draved ‘writin's=—an’ thav's the’ long ‘an'-
Shol'tg opttls e st . T
Wal) said Sam, 4if you're sot on:it,'nt’
-aveérylhing s alt cut an™ dried,‘the" haint:
uno-use s’ talkin! - But il ahld think *t-
you'uiight: ha' enid suthin’ to some on us
fare ye went 8¢ fur.” "I* would - ha: been
friendlier. ;. [ dwe r [ [ wish 't'the dum’d
torimpnt, 't invented that ere cussed wes.
, tern country liedi't never ben borned !,
‘ A breakin’ up; {in'lies ao’ pubtin’ notions
“inter'ol’ folkes' heads, blast i)' and
: anid ho mioré, bt aul staring oul at the
- gldomy Jandeeape that, geéh through the,
- grgen’aid wiinkled panes of ‘the long
- window, lookied gloomiér ind | more dis-
wal than evel, i ’
They,apoke ne

Ceoredowal

ke no nore of Lisha's jntend..
) ed departure, and after a fow feeble " at-
templs at conservation, ‘sat down and
swoked in'silence till the day jgrew dark.
er with the, dowing, onof - H
' then the Visitors depuried.
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Townrd the end of summer Lishda ‘add’
his wife were rendy to begin theirjourney,
and afterthe kindly fachion <of those
Gays, some of their neighbors accompani-
ed them to the place where they were to
embark in the canal bont that wonld take
them the length of #Clinton's big . ditch’
on their way. - Pelatiah drove the ~lum-
ber wagon whereon was piled “the, “hous.
el sluf’ reserved from:-the “vandew.’
then cinie a'little conviybiide, driven by
. Sam Lovell,and carrying ' Lisbs and Jer-.
usha, Jog: Hill and s wifé, “Solon Briggs
and antowe, and a diy’s provisicns for
the party. Thay::jolted over..the rough
road snd thirotgh the little baniley that
the f-rge and store - and tavern guve  life
10, and then “:aking the rord" aiony’ the
bank of the n. isy litile river, the old peo-
ple turned their - bucks-upou : the igreen
wall of the ountuing ‘und~entered on

thigir long jouruey, westward,  Lishi was
8 cheerful ug conld - be -expected. when
his heart was beavy with the sorfow of
leaving his old home, snd he was suffer.
ing the discomfort; 'of bis "high-collared,

his bellcrowned: bat.

efum, gourl 1, Haint 1,6 your fujing gran®
the t

of the changes, that Lad cowe since he

ol'* place 'n’ eéverything, s But'blood '8 |

" | once to-the end oftha.canal.and bac
'| againand some, jt;was saidy had even.

o Cpelonat BRI ) ol el anln!
first kuew. the.town; made some, strained,
refforts ab joking with Antojne,.and :talk-;:

-ed.on'and on when he had nothing to.gay.

s Auat Jerusba wept silently in, the seclu~;
sion of;: her,, new ' gingham gun ;bonnet,].
comforting hergelf with. frequent. pinches;
of snuft that:afiorded her an;exouse,fond
as frequent use of her handkerchief.| @i

At-noon.. they . stopped to;bajt their;.

‘team apd.ent their: junch . und

- wayside- trees and. then wen? oni;:; 10 the
middle of tha afterncan. thay entered thej;
little . ciby. - that- marked ; the end,. of thev.
first slage ol the old people's journey,angd i,
‘tho. wonders; of its few. three story,build- ;

ing,. it three churches, and;the;courb,,

house perched upon the crest of aledgess

‘| in. whiob, Lisha told, theni, . *the;leegisla ,;

»tur sob onet,’ 80 dezed Pelatiah  that het,
- nearly: missed finding the ,way 4o the
“ whart where the canal packet lny+. Thera
- now wonders met his’astonished, gize,; -Ay;
rifle shot up-stresm the.river aimast asi,
wide a3 the length of the forge pond, the
Inrgest sheet of water-he liad ever geen
"tillnow, foamed and . thundered down.fy;
piecipica forly..feat high, andthen:it3.
" vexed:watera writhed along a deep,broad;
reach, 'past ihe whurves,.where Jay.1he.,
' canal boats. and the.little.stenmer, thut |
was totow themn lo the lake .und then:togy
Whileball, ;.5 od S nony 3us il
. Lounging abont these strangeimmensey
erait were the swly:or:saucy csnal-bonk,
men, upon whow the young mountaineer;;
jooked ‘on with,awe, for.thev, were-trsvel. |
ed men who must have seen- nearly,allof;
1

R
the great world, having been,: more than;,
kx

held: the wondets and-glories-of, that,
st Jubu ous eity by the sea,New, Yar
-+In na airly.day,Y said Lisha, . B
the Yorkers built/em a gris;mill ‘on.they
falls, .an’ - Ethan - Allen;an!, kis;. G
Muountain Boys come.anldro;
an! hove the. millstuns ,over. th 30N
some says inter a big peithele:nigh the:
top,'u'.‘t-they're a layin' inthe)bottom,
an’t'noaw. - Right along here + heret
‘era:wharfs ‘an’- stores be,’ McDoun
sliips was built time o’ the lastiwar shijs
n gre’ d’l bigger.'n them cuvawl;bosta ba;:
Peltier, : 1-warked here &, haulin’; timber,
to build ’em on, an' 'twas hurryinlitimes; | -
1 tell ya, wiuh the British;threatenin’ the;,
hall - time, - We ... hanled vit: oibige
stick  bere.aouten 1 the: woods, for a:keel,
it.was, w1’ three yoke . o' oxen, b ity
the ship carpenters: went full.chisel,,;anly
in six weeks [ b'lieve,it wa'n't no..more,.,
{rom the day.’t wax oud down;the, shipwas.;
all iready.topo. int! the watard, [Thaus:

1ight slesved best coal and.lbe weight of | vessels here, but they didn’t (git
He -pointed out |.der 'n the maouth ‘o the erick, for aour.
settier of Dauvie | folkis hed & little fort-there, & Jeftenant
had “pitched,” the hill where: I_?elutinh’s dame o’ Cassin commandin on't,an’. they:
‘wandfather killed & “panther, discoursed | drove th

thie; way- they. did-thipgs, in them timeg:;
A spell.arter;that the British, come;if,
{heir. gunboats. to::destrly the Mericun;

it mot fur:

itiah bouts.off, .They.call at.

; -but /L aint nothin’ but
o't then,

they went. .
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