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THE FLOOD 0F YEARS.

A îtigtty iattîl. rtnt ta extiatualea urc,
Poutinstartite itipiver-enîi'g lood of t't-urg
Anit r titi' natittns. I ttti tite rtialiit witives
Bvîmr iii tiettre Iieinît )t h ttir firintîut edre,
Andivit ri- îoîte, is Lite ; titi' reseutlt teni

aiî-s' ntitîtiai satitis te atrwitt rtîîr
Mii tntgitist ts'. T'ereatre ttey whot ilt
Antuihui* '«uvhitstive. acdit les' Whtitifeasi.saitdtoy
N iilurrii n'tluanti frtt. The turtt3 in'-
Wii'ttiiiuii ti ler iith <t'e spatit'are Ihere,
Anti tîusy artisan hosile tiltiet't,
Andilpaltid tudlttentwitîli ita ritteu rtoll.
A monituthi' monuing httlow seen-
'Te tloiîd sweî'ps ot-er Ihein andt ie>' are goîle.
'i'iere groupa ofrevelers. irtose trtuis are livineti
W'tttiroses, ride the topuutosl sieli awible,
Aiu s they raise their lownig cupa tn tîîuch
Theiti' ing brutn te trim, are wtirled beitectît

'iewaves usnd disappear. 1 i t'r te itar
titheateti drums, and lhuutiersthtîa break foitii
From cannon, irbere the auivanuictg billots sentis
V p lu the ight long files of arinetimen,
Tlhat hnrry lui Ithe charge thruugh fiame andi emoke
Tititrretit ears tîeu'îînder, tvheimet aînd hid,
Siaver .anti stiiuin ta tîps of blutitulfoata.
Diîwvîigtothe tecti anti rider; te ptued chief
Sijiks witiuisfottou'ers; te head tht e rs
The Ituperial ditdem gîtes doîî'n beside
''T'e flou's wiîh cuoppeti eau- anti brautiet cheek.
A fiiiiîcrai train-the torrent sweeps away
Bearers anti ier anti moitruers. By tlie heu
()ifuie witc dues mec gatber sorrowing,
Andi iomn etweeît atont; the ilootiroit,, on
The watt ts titteti, anti the eobicg grouju
Borne tinter. Hsrk lu Ihat shritu suttiden shout-
Te eu-y of su applaunig muulttuide

Sva3'ed tîy soi' touuu-tingtet<ralur îiho iettis
'The living maiss. as if ttc were ils soul.
'<he waters choke the siotn antt ait isstillu,
Lo, next, a kneetîng rrowîi anti une who sipuetts
'The biandtinl prayer; the engtttfiug r wave o'ertaki
Anti swaiiows ttient ant i hm. A seuîptor wiettis
The et'lîlc anti the tricken marble grows
l'o bcatty ; nailis essel,' eager-eyeît.
A pahnter stands, anti stuohine ai lis ttich
Cxathers îi;tîn the cauvas, auti life gloirs;
A puel, as ie paees iii anti fro,
Mîtrs rhis sountiing lices. Awhile hey ritie
î he ativancinir btoir, tilt !ts lossitg cri'st
Sîrikes hem sud fings lhem utdi whiue their tasi
Are ici uniinisheti. fee a motiher sinuse
Onu lier yotiug luhe finai smites toluheur agat-
'The torrent irresîs id fromi her arma;bsite shbrieks,
Anti weeps, ant i îtiher tears la camieti tow.
A beain like (liai of mooulight turcs <ho spray
To gliitening pearis; liro, loyers, haut inlu anti.
Ilite"ot he bittuwy sireit anti f.ndty took
Jutit each otîlers eyes. 'rhe rushiuîg floodt
Fliitgs (hem apatr; the youlh gues tiownt; the mac
Witii hantîs ouîstretehet inl valu cud tsreamting eye
Wails for the uexitih ir ai-e lu ftiitoihlm.
An ageit matisucceets; lits bendiug fornu
Siuk8s sitwiy; miugliug iiitte suticu stream.
Glearn the whtle locks andt heu are seen n.o mure.

t, inter grows (hi' streaun; a ses-huke flouod
Sapa earth's waltet cilles; mtassive palaces
Crumbie before i1<; loitresses anti tomera
itissolve the swift waters ; puputous realtas,
Sîrept by the torrent, see their aucient iribes
Enugultetianti ota, their very tauguages
Stitieti aud nover dc hi' uttereti mors.

1panse sud turcnty eyes andt, iooktng back,
W here ihaiitumultuous flotodibas passeti, i see
The stueut Oceau ofîthe Past, e masue
(Of waters melleriutg over graves, is shures
Slrew witlh the wreck of fooets, where masi and hi,
Drop away piecenteat; balîlementeti mails
Frou ititv, green wmttus, anti temples stand
Unroofeti, ftrsaken by the worshtppers.
There le metuorial atones, whence time bas gusui
The graven legectis. ihrones of kinga o*euttraed,
The broken aitars of forgollen gode,
Fotndalions of olt iotites anti long streels
Witere nover fel cf human foui is beard

* tpoit the desofatepaveme'tt. 1 bebolti
Dinu gttmmerings of losijewels far wiihin
T'he sleeping waterstitamouti, sarulonyx.
}tuby anti topaz, peau-I andi chrysolite,

* Otîce gltttring t the batnquet ou fair brcws
That lonîg ago were tuai ; anti aIl arounti
Streire on the waters of that siieni sec.
Are witliering brtdai irreaihs, anti glussy locks
i-ilium fruit fair broirs by loving hanta, anti sert
O'errtten,-lIeply wth fond mords otf love
Anditvuirs of frîendship-auti fair pages ttngr
Fresti fronu the prinier's englue. There llîey lie
Aucomnetlantthten ink away froîti sigitl.

t litàk, uîîîî the qtick tears are in my eyes,
* Fou' I lilti, iii every une of these,

A iiighteti hope, a separate tislury
Of hîiman sorroir, teling cf tear tics
8,ttitentv lrtketi,tiream-i of happlutes
uissotveut iiiair, andt happy tisys. toc brief,
'i'taîsorrîwfiulty oudet, atiI1tinit *
Humw paînfuliy musCtte poor heart have test
luniîosomns witiMuîtnunuer, as the btîîm
Was tructu thinitî'l(w tem bopeur bruiete iu-pet

Sadly I turc, anti look befuiremîtere vet
'uTie t'iotx od uutp"s, utOi ibehoita i t
Wliere swarm dissolvtng forma, the broot of Ht
Dtiuotey fair, thatreat on baiNks of fiowers,
Or mander amoug rainbuumi, fttding goon
Anti re-apptauing, bapiy givlcg place
To chapes cf grtsty aspect, sech as Fear
Mocîtis froua te idle air; irtere seupents lift
iTe teat tdo trike, anti skePtuîns strelch forth
'The bouîy au-m lu menace. Fnrther otî
A belticf tiarkuesas eeint lubar the msy,
Lonug, l"w sunt istit, u'lere the Life <liaila
''Totî'tes te Life lu Coîne. The Floodl cf 'eas
Rîmîts toward i<fuearer anti nearer. If mut apsa
'ihait itanal burîler. What ist lere beyonut e

Hear what the mise ant i ooti have aiti. Boyonî

A NEW LOVE TEST.
l'y-gttNvMIa rgaret Nesiitt bldt îvo utexcepttî0oIl-

abîle loyers, anîd sadly puzzlel as site to choose
between thent - at least, so site pretenitt't, as
she gra vely debated their respective merits,
witb bier cousin aand cofflidaîît, Plioebe Field.
Certailv, if' shc liati a preferetice, Shie keit lier
secret well gîîarded. A tail, lIanîlsonie girl wvas

Mir"rt- well foruied and graceful. Fulil of
iiisubIiel* andi sprit, slie tieliglited in a trolic
or a jest -,and soute tbvte were -ilîo, jîogilig
lier îoerelv fiv solite of the mad ft'eaks iii wltiel
siteit lieait. ggei belti lier to lie but a
thoughtless, giddy girl. N'et the 1h'iettds ', ho
kuîlew bier best discovered iîencath lier xnerry
hnuoutr a hitd of 1plain cgood 5Cit5(, antd true
feeling, whvltîc won bier both respect antd love.

Oue eve 1iîg, after retuniing front a parts',
wbere site bail iiet lîoth aspirants for lier favour,
.ýMrgaret sat titoiglitfully liy the lire inilier
dr-essingo-roomi, lier little wlite-slippered feet
restiug on the fender, antd for the hundredth
tiîne debated the merita of lier two loyers with
Cousin Phoebe.

"You see, l'hoebe," site continued, gravely,
knitting lier brow with au air of great perplexity,
"adi has lis advantages. Iatlo yr a

so much talent - is liandsomc -of ncli a good
famnily-and withal flatters me so charmingly,
that 1 find hini - very a greeable; on the otîter
baud, thougli William Nortb talks so inucli less,
andî lets-inefairly pine aui( poutior a cont 1 liment,
tbere is somtbing su open, genial, an( mati1 y
about Iit, tliat 1ithuîîk 1 like bim almost, or
quite as well as Mr. Myers."

"Then you are flot in love witli eitber "askz-

escd Pliuche, a littie aioyed by ber friendt's un-
Sromantic indecision.

S ot a bit, cousin-andi what is more, 1 in-
tend to keep utyseîf bt-art-wliole, at least tili 1 as-
ertain wbicit of my admiirera loves mie most
wortlily and iîîcerely. I1'wish 1 knewv of sonte
way to test the question."

1 beard of a case a fewv days ago, where
'~the strengtb of a husband's a ffection was severeiy

tried," said PhSobe. -' My frien4, Mrs. ('omyns,
liad the sinaîl-pox during lier busband's absence
fronu home. Kuowing lierself to be frigbtfully
disfigured-not a vestige left of lier former
beaity 2*sbe lookced forward with dread to blis

dreturît, fearing lus feelings towarda bier migbt
unilergo a change. B~ut i beard that, on the
contrary, lie seeutis more attacbied to bier than
evel', atîd seeks by a tbousaîtd little cares andI
attentions to sbow bier titat lier mnisfortune lias
but mnade bier more lear to bitu."

Tears rose ini Margaret's clear bazel eyes at
lir frieîîd's recital.

"That is true love," site cried with eîîtiu-
siasti. '' It is su that 1 want to lie loveil. I
care little for the affection wiich apringa froin
mere admiration of beauty. Oh, Plichie, if 1
could but ineet with stich. love-such a lover!"

She rose as sIte spoke, and the friends parted
liI for the niglit.

Oit the mnorrow Margaret woke witb a strange
oppression iiilber Ilead, a pili in lier face, and a

red stiff neck; it was evitlent ah eiliad caiight a severe
cçdd at titeparty thitiiglit before. Thougli feeling
very uiserable, site rose anîd began to dreas.
Going tu the glass to arrange lier bair, she ivat
sbocked at the image it presented to lier. Tht
(isproportionate swelling oni one tlieck bad en-
tirely destroyed tîte fait oval of lier face b ler
eyea were duli and laniuid, and -the colour bac
fled froin lier cheeka to finc a lodging-place in
ber nose. While she was stili gaz ing at lierself

11in consternation, Pboebe entered the rouita.
Margaret drew lier attenttioni to lier owvi rue-

ful face in theinirror, exclaimiiig, "Did you ever
sec such a fright?2"

Pliîebe burst ont lauglîing, and answexed ena
plîatieally, " Neyer. Oh, Maggy, if your lovers
could b)ut sec You iiow, wliat a tite chance to test
the strengtli of tîteir affection!"

She spoke iii the mnerest jeat; but the udea
seenied to take bofl of Margaret's mitd. A wibd
projeet bad ctcred lier bieau, wbiciî sie was

ace. deterîtined to carry oot. C'ousini Pbobe wa
casily persuaded to enter iiîto lier plan, and
becomie chef aider sud abetter therein.

For about two weeka Margaret's cold, wiic
waa a very severe one, confined lier to lier
rootu; duriug this time Pliobe occasiuuaily saw,
aîîd replhed iii pergon to the inqiuirtes of tlie twc
.ixions., lovérs, wlio, on liearîng of Miss
Nesbitt's illîteas, daily called to ascertain tbç
state of bier heltîî. 1 ant sorry to say titît
Pliobe, witlî watttoii cruelty, and littie regari
for trutli, const;antly reiîreseutted tittt ilî-nes t

I m-Il set' yoii tItis evenimtg tt itall'-p)ast iglît
o'-o--itlrcîmate voutrsilf to bti lite luch lii

t-lauigîd hy niîy illitesa." ni
It iras already late wirci tîtese words were w,

irritten, anîd but an liqur mas ailowed to our h(
lieroine to prepare lier toilet tu, receive lier lover. fa
Ir as commnced et once ; sud it nuust lie con- ci

fî'ssed ivas rather e singular omne. lu the first bh
pliace, suc iritiidrew all lier ricli hair frotu lier M
fact, anmdli it bcncatb a close-fittiîîg cap, sucl i u
as sontetiltues disfigurea ladies tviien sume mis- bi
fortune or ilîness comrpela thetu to have thte bair ai
shtavcd front the bead. Next a buose irrapper of hi
uibecoinuiitg style, and of a utake ,ric-iEcuot- iw

cealed thc figure, iras donned. So ferliîad tue M
toilet proeeeded, irben Phoebe eutered tbe roont; ti
staring et the odd figure before bier, slie leîîgbcd oI
long and mcrrily. CI

"You friglit ! you Meduse "sIte cried :h,
"yu are enough to scare away the cruirs, let a

alone your lovera ! Neyer fear but yuur trick p
wiii succeed.'

"I1 have not yet donc," cried Margaret, ,

laugbing as heartily as bier fuiend. " Pray get me
a raw beet root frotu the kitchen-I bave my y
saffu-on leaves bere."

The beet n'as soon produced ; antd Margaret
proceeîled, emid peals tif laugliter fi-oui hoth (j
lierself andl cousin, to dye the tip of ber nose a
clark red with the beet juice, sud to stainîliter e
peerly teeth yelluw by celwmiiig a ft'îv Iaves of .,
salIront. Site next puoduced a amaîl gr-en patchy
mltîch abe piaccd over une cyc, as thtougli she
bailbail the uttifortune to bace it tîtrougli
lier iliness, and lieu-toiletwias cotiplete. Wbena
me add, bomever, that sitewias stili pale froînt
lier late indisposition, andliber face yet sligbtly
uisfigurcd hy tue swellitîg wlîicblitaîl ntt entire-
iy subsided, tîte reader wilI have nto difficulty in
reaizing tliit shc did look, as Pluche said, like
e perfect frigbt.

Before this unique toilet iras entirely made, a
ring et the door announccd the arrivai of the
impatient lover. Margaret delayed to have une
nmor-e hearty laugh withliber cousin, and then
proceeded denauuely doîvu-stairs. As sîte upened
the perluu door, Mr. Mycraspranîg forward tu
meet lieu-. He gained the nu d le of the room,
sud then stood as if spell-bound. Margaret ed-
vanced with grave self-possession, sud exteuded
lier baud. The couutly Mr. Myers lîad not even
presence of mid enoughut to teke it.

"You finîl me grcatiy elaîîged," aaid Marga-
ret, in a toue uf comcru (abe mas sometliing of an
actresadseuilliy equal to the hart she 1usd 'u-
ilertaken): " sec yoîî are shckd-l thîouglit
I ltad prepared you for tbe alteration in muy ap-
pearanie. l)id youu uot ruceive uîy note tlîîa
afteu-uoon?"

«No - yes - 1 do't kuton," hegan Mr.
Mvers, su mucb coîîfused tîtat bu uid nuot knoiv
wist lie iras saying. Ht' nas eutgaged inii iou
glaterng furtivey atthte friglit before bitnasd
then lookiumg lastily sîvey. At lest partial self-
possession ueturncd to Mtin. He seize'd bis bat,
stamimeuiug souetbing about bis time being
short, sud took leave.

'« 1 trust you mil not go tiil you have tuld
ite the secret you mere su auxious to comutuni-

71Dscte," said Margaret, mischicvously, mauiaging
.to eut off his retreat to thc door. 'l It is not
slate-pu-ay returu sud niake me the confidence

P yeu dcsired-"
. Pour Mu-. Mycrs booked rcally slarmed.

r " Not to-îight-not tu-uigit,'' lic cxclaiuued,
i luruiediy, trying to effeet att exit, sud fiîîdiug
ihii attempts mere fuustrsted by Margau-et's me-

If nîouvres. " It iras a mere tuifle-quite a mis-
take-cny otiier tinie will do."

Autîl t lest gaiuing the door by a swift aud
rdexterous utovement, lie t'airly fled before the

advaitcimtg .Medusa, who still pertiueciously
Surged the revelation of the promised secret. As

itthe hall door losed un imt, Mergaret's merry
Speals of laugliter brouglit lier cousinu to lier ide;

Uaund the w'lole scemie a faitbfuily relîearsed fotr

d Plioe'samemtent. While the utterrixuctt of

LSthe giddy girl, n'as et ita heiglit, and Margaete
n'as just shoîviîîg humMi-. Myers tui'd to dodge

's lier et the door, autother ring announced sîîotber
d visitotx

h " There ! thet is surely William Nortli-your
fiotlieu admirer," cried Pbe.

Margau-et'a laugliter suddeuly died awey ; she
o0 greir very pale, anti tuu-ned to fiy puecipitately to
3 bler omît room. *Thitber- she meut, ouly pîausixtg
e(I on the stairs long enougli to decide by the sounîl
,t of hua footateps thet it n'as iudeî'd Mu-. Nortli.

.11iPhîe ollomedh 'r. lu vain iMargaret t ctila-
,ývoîîrî'î to afi't' the coutinnuice of ier latu' meîu-y

t, htumtour. Heru- iîcontuoliable agitation revealed

Ou reacbing the parlor door, sIe paused witb
ier lîand on the lock-sbe wislied fur a moment
nore to cali the beatitîgs of lier iîeart, itut
b1ile abe yct lingered, the iock turîîed beiieath
ier baud, and Willianm Northi stood before lier
ace to face. Involuntarily, Margaret souglît to

onceal lier disfigured countenauce iii ber bauds ;
)ut site waa too late ; Mr. North liad seen all.
iitb a tenderneas suci as lie bad neyer yet
naifested towards lier, lie drew bier artu witbin
is and led lier to a sofa-telling lier of tlie
uixiety lie liad felt during lier iliness, aud of
is tbankfulness and joy in lier recovery. Otîter
xords lie said of stili tenderer import, but
largaret scarce un derstood-scarce dared listeut
to tîteni ; sbe was sayiug tb lierscîf ovea' anti
ver again, " He lias not yet seen umc-lue will
bauge wlten lie secs me!" So entirely bad
.er feelings entered into tîte situation abe bad
ssamed, tliat she actually forgot titat site ias
piaying a part.

The blcsaed words sIe dareui not accept as bers
were stili falling on lier ear, and at last sie ex-
claimed in desperation, «'Stay-you bave not
'et looked at mec! 1 am freatly changed. Pray
-pray knov the irort!'

It is truc tîtat liitlterto, frotu a motive of
dlcacy, William bad refraiued froua looking at
Margaret's altcred faîce; but lie now turued bis
eyea full tîpoui lier, saying in bis cordial, nîauly
way, " Margaret, tbcrc is nu ut-orst to nie, wlit'rc
you are coîtcerited. Clienged-altered as you.
nay, you will bc to mie lsst-iearest. D)o tot
weep, nty love -your face, thongli it iras pleas-
ant to look upout, did not gain naiy affections;
bhey ivere won by soinetbing better-yoîîr nobîle,
geîterous nature, wirhl is atill left you, and of
which. nu misfortune cati deprive you. I)rar
Niargeret, tell me tbat 1 htave not lovedEin vain."

But.Margaret ires unable to speak, s0 violenit-
ly avas site weeping-liappy, blisaf*ul tears tliuy
were ; but tbey dontpelled lier to fiy from tuýe
apartment to regain ber compusure. On reacli-
ung lier owtn rootu, boiever, she lost a nmoment
in fliinging frotu lier thie diaguises wlich dis-
igured lier. The red disappearcd frontlber nose,
thae yellow from lber teetlî, aud the pateli fron
bier eye in a marvellously short space of time.
Her ricli, beautiful hair iras released from titi
ugly cap, and folded simply round bier elegantly
foriued iîeed. A whbite robe replacedtbe shape.
huas wrapper ; excitemeuît bad brouglit a brigbit
colour to lier cbeeks ; but the tears ivere yet
s1 arkiing ini ber clear brown cyca, as abe ru-
appearedl before lier lover.

Willianm Northî ias paciutg up antu dowm titi
rootu irieu sîte entereti ; sIte apt1 roacbed bini
unperceived, and layiug lier btandl oni iis ant,
lookeil up iii lus face. H1e turned andi gazeul at
lier ini astonialînîcut. Neyer liad abe looked su
perfectly lovely. Tiear s ad siiles-tenderîess
and nîcuritîtent were struggling for mastery iii lier
briglit face.

'IForgive nie, William," she said, ini a loir,
sweet voice, full of teuiderness,-"l forgive tue a
jest-too serions, perbapa-but une 1 eau ne ver
regret, since it bas revealed to me hum înanly
and generous is the love of a truly nioble licart.
How glad 1 ana not to l'e obliged to ai'cept the
sacrifice youî sbowed yourself su capiable of mal-
ing, since, et best, 1 amt not uuwortiîy of suci love
as yuurs."

As Mr. 'Northts circumatan ces were sucla as to
justify bis inaînediate toarriage, and as there
was 1n0 reasoît for lus enîgagement iti oui
beroine beiîtg keîît a secret, it was 50011 geuierally
kuown, auîd,t as is nsalai, nade the toîtic of mucli
conversation for a day or tiro. Hamilton Mycra,
amotîg others, was discussiîîg the subjeet the
îîîorniiîg after tbe engagemtent 1"came out." H1e
mas stanîding with a group of yuung meut at the
corner of the street, aud bad juat said, " Well,
1 wisb North joy uf huis bargain ; for i eau
attest, froua ocular demoustration, tbat the late
pretty Miss iNesbitt is at prest'nt a perfect friglit
-- a iîre wreck. i tremble irben 1 tbîuuk of
the escape I have myseif had ; for 1 mas ncarly
cauglit, 1 assure you. Neyer saw anybody s0
nînclicbanged by illitesa in my life !Wlîy she
bas lost all ber teetb, artd lier liair, aud onte
eye ; lier nose was as re-d as ait old topera, cati
lier akin thte coluur of a daîidelion-slie luoked
like a caricature of une of the witches in Mac-
beth. " 'Pou lintour, feel like a man wbo lis
ibut just escaped being canglît and catea by ant
ogreas."

Su far bail Mycrs volubly proc-ceded inibia
description, wien une of ii companions touî'bed
Itint-be turned, cati 55w, close beside hiui,
Miss Nesbitt leaninig on lier lover's artu, aud
loukiîîg more beautiful than lie bail ever accu
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