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the arrow's diglit, an~d ei-h littho foot piacedl in ad-
vance, ail enger to start in the race and bc the first
to pick it up, the moment it Fhould have failen 1.0 the
ground. But alas ! for the beaut4ful serenity of
Grace, lenry !lsirv, in bis eagerness to bc forcrnost.
accidentaily touched the eiboiw of t1ic fair archer, at
the very moment !-hc- was in the art of Ici ting ber ar-
row fly, w'ben the suddcn motion sent it iwhirrin,,
from the string in a direction mucb more wide of
the mark than she had medit-ited. lnstantly she
tbrew down her bow ivith a gesture of angry impa-
ticnce, that petrificd Charles îvith astonisbment, but
.qhe seemed for the instant to have forgotten bis pre-
senc,-Clara's innocent Iaugb rang in her ears, and
vexed beyond endurance,that any one should presumne
to flnd a subject of mirth in ber annoyance, she lost ail
self-control, and exciaimed ivith a look and accent,
that at once and forever dispclled her enchantreents
over the hcart of Castieton.

"Indecd, 1 see nothing to bc amused at, Miss
Ilsley, and cannot but marvel that a persan 50 cor-
rect and elegant in ber habits and tastcs as you are
reputed to be, should at ail pretend to, admire, or
even endure tbe mad frolies of tbesc lawless children.
For my part, when ncxt we corne into tbe wooels for
pleasure, 1 hope tbcy will be left in their nurseries-
1 confcss 1 arn not pbilanthropist enougb ta bave my
cnjayrnent enbanccd by their presence."

"Dear Grace, pardon me for Iaugbing ; but indeed
1 couid not hclp i," said Clara, still struggling ho
suppress tbe rnirtb that dimpled ber sweet mouth;
"and as for those gay young creatures,"1 she added,
"bow can yau be vexcd at their wild gîce ?1 it is de-

ligbtful to, see their bappinems, and hear their
gushing laughter ring througb these aid îvoods.I
amn sure the day would bave been a duil ane ta me
without hhem," and she checked a rising sigh, and
looked dawn with a flitting blush as she inadvertently
tittered these last woîds, fearful lest Charles înigbt
thnk ber so far wanting in maidenly rnodesty as ta
have intended tbern for a'repraacb ta hlm.

I'They are amusing enougb for a short timne, but
to bave one-a comfort spailed for a ivhoie day by
their noisy mirth, is too great a trial for the patience
of any one 1Cs3 patient than yourself,"answered Grace
pettisbly, and she turned away with a stili frowning
browv, îvben she encountered the piercing eye of
Charles Castieton, flxed upon her with an expression,
ah! bowi changed frorn that wbicb a few minutes be.
fore bad told SO0 flattering a tale. She sharted, as the
too probable cansequences of ber self indulgence
flasbed upon ber, and anxious, if possible, to re-
trieve ber error,, she affected a sudden playfulness
of manner, as slîe graily asked:

"And am Io expeet no symnpatby from you either,
Mr. Castieton, in this provoking defeat of rny skill,
wben 1 bad taken such a careful and truc aim ! or do
you too," she continued, plqued by the stern serious-
ness with wbicb be regarded ber, «"see so much to

admire in the rude gambols of these ehtildien, thai
witb Clara, you csteern every tbing connected vrith
aur own comfort a matter of secondary importance V

"lAs 1h is their holiday, Misà Morley," said
Charles coldly, Iland we are oniy self-invited gues.9
1 tbink we have no right to camplain of any annoY-
ances, ta wbich we have voluntarily exposed aur-
selves. And yau rnust pardon me, if 1 agree witb
Clara in seeing far less cause for anger, tban for
mirth in the littie incident that bas now discompased
you.,,

IlI bow submissively ta your wisdom," ssid
Grace, with an air of vexation, tbat she endeavoured
vainly to conceal ; Iland when 1 bave been longj
enough instructed by your sage precepts, with
Clara's exampie to enforce tbem, 1 trust 1 shall be-
come as ail enduring and equable, as ber serene v
faultless self.

Charles bowed with a sorneîvat scornfui smile as
be replied

I presurne not to utter precepts for Miss MOr-
ley's guidance, but 1 ran wish for ber no better
boon, than that she may become in ail tbings like
my cousin Clara."

Ciara's colour ivent and came ah these wordq, allô
not trusting berself ta meet the tender glance thOt
she feit to, be resting- on ber, she turned awvay to
bide ber emotion. But 1h was diflicuit, indeed for
Grace MorIey's praud spirit ta endure in silelC'
this scarcely veiied rebuke-yet she did eomrnall
berseif s0 far as ta utter no reply, tboughber~
haugbty air, ber kindiing eyc, and the niock bu""
lity wiith which she curtsied ber thanks, gave cer-
tain indication of the deep resentmnent that '0'
awakened in ber beart. But stili hoping ta recaver
ber influence aver Castieton, and finally ta triunWh,
by lvinning him frorn Clara, she resolutely s"'
pressed the bitter expression of ber anger,an

srnilingly resumed the bow, ta try once more ber
skili in arcbery. Clara made some piayfui reiisrk1
foreign ta the unpleasant circumstance that bad di'
turbed tbeir enjaymnenh, and Charles was selecting~
for ber a light and welI balanced arroeW, e

Henry Ilsiey carne up ta say the boats were ed
for a sal, and Mr. Grey had sent hlm. ta desire tr
would came down immediately. 1

They instantly obeyed. Charles gave an Oro'
each of the ladies ; cheerfuiness was restOred and

the
thcy ha.steuied, gaily talking and latighino* ta
river. One boat, laien with the eider menbr

the party, was j ust pushing off as they arrived the''
and Mr. Grey was w4ing for thcm in theOte
and forcibly lceeping otit the cbildren, Wh"o wer0

crowded together on the bank, impAtient ta 05flbark
The ladies C)were soon seated, together svith theo

eider children, but as there was no rOnm for the

nurses, it was thaugbt; best ho, leave the little, 010"

bebind. Their entreaties and cries,
melted Claras tender heurt, and <leclaiig thtt 8M
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