- 4 Yoware cold, good mother!™ ‘said the Leo-
pard kindly, pressing her icy hands in his own,:
s l\ccp your mind C"la), Margaret " added
Tttrians, < we shail soun. be alongside l.hla cnra-
- vel, and your share of the hooty shull not be fur-
goltcn.
My share!” slxcxcpc'uud inan umk‘r tone—
“ \KV shave!” '
Uer share ! how dmrl\' w uuld it llc pmcl\uacd f
Her treachery prc;cnkcd itself’ more vividly than
"ever to hor mind, Theso adventorers, so fieree
1o olher=, had such confidence'in her ; they look~
-ed upon her as their mother, their guardian au-
wel. And it was this very nonhdunv_c which was
‘now Jeading them to destruction !
*Yes 1" she repeated with n bitter snn)u " my
sh-uc shall not be forgotten.” ' :
" An hotr after'this the. adventurers cmllml\c(l
on bmul fonr boats, bem" all that M. du Rossey
hadilefe at Yorto'de JaTaga, - They pumbered
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“unly forty, but the : traop of the - Leopurd and’
;21 Pitrians was LOll\POSGd of thié picked men of the:
n~=ocmuc\n. s Three of thesc boats (hspuraed ike!

ﬁahcrmon pursuing their” avoeation,” with ordex
wkuduu!h to furet « lucze circle ruuud the cara

remiained @ little behind the rest, s a reinforee-
meni
Jations as were not employed in ro“ ing, to lie’
2+ flat'nt the bottom of the, boats, as much ufx}mu-'
: mu.css dcpended on a sudden anil unexpetted dt-

lhc cara\'cl on thc ather land, baving tnkon
fifty fancervs: on board at Cape Gracia ul)m:.
. had cunl;nu_ct}_undcr_\\n_\ all night.  Thus, nt the
.. end of two hours, the Leopard, whose barque was
" cansting ‘ulong, half hid wmong the projecting
"mangues, discovered the vessel by the aid of his
wleacupe. Asshe drew near he examined her
. attentively, whilst Margaret, standing by hisside,
umwusl\ watched the ntprcsaon of lu; counte~
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‘ “\uu were right, mozher!" he' mui. lurnin'r-
roher w nh ani'eirof satisfaetion ; thecaravel has
lost hu.'r wings, and- ereeps along like o wonnded
snail. " The (lcck is completely deserted—she
looks liken ﬂmlmv hospital. . We shall have an
vasy prize oht \Inr-vurel und you'shall lm\o o
double portion.” :

“At this moment the mcr»casmrr nfronv nnd re-
o miorse of the Scignenvesse. nlmc<t brnu"ht n con-

that thera was still time* 16 spenk, (\ur.-en-hk

Bm. whilst she tlius reflected, the Teopotrd | had
nv'um c-\'u:mncd the’ cmmcl mu\ snddm
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ol's “the fom'th, under the command of Pitrians,

. The Leopard ordered such of the com-¢’

fession’ to'her hp;. She felt happy in thm ing':

<hc could: by a single’ w ard save the ll\(_‘: of all:
the:e men, eondenmed to, dcm.h by her deed. -

. “ Il‘ f aim 1\0!, de ved, \l.ugm-et, I sce upon
1.1!0 deLk the flutter of fetnale drapery. Havo we

:uun/nn:iquspulo the pruc with us? Or:do
they hink !lwmseh'cs 50 sn,fc from danger that

for ladlies ? wYuu ﬂul uot mll us of this nddmon
to their foree,” he added with o smile,

*Ne smiles, unhappy man 1" she ought ;
“ b smiles-=and deatlt 'so newr ! Tndeed,” she
mldud aloud, #1 had torzotten,  Yes !t is, Tbe-
lieve, the datghter of the cuptain—Dim Esteban.”
“You just, surely,” r ophud thcleopmd “Don
stebun is o young wn,”

¢ A young mun!” she repeated.  * Pardon me,

Leopard! - You know-that at times my memory -
wanders, : The danghter of the eaptain whut a .
- fuol Lwas! Ttis his sxa!er w ho is mturnm" t0°
Spain—to Cadiz.”

+"I'is steange,” mlerrupted the Leopard; “her
only atrendants are two sailors, whose eyes never
seem to quit her.”

“Two smlora "
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echoed Murgaret.!

Olnte .\ new stvlo nf(.u\uhcra, molher' Oneo

' prisoner.”);

A :h"ht shudd

THE CONTLICT,

Frox this moment the fute of the flibustiors was
decided: Margzaret recalled the days of Carmen’s
childhoot, when she cradled thelittle crenture on
her knees; sho remeinbered how Cannen, when
recovering from a Sovere fever, would never lay |
ber burning head upon the pillow, unless soothed -
by the mill of her good Ldelside, and unless
her eyes were closed by her tender kiss, - From ¥
that time she remnined silent and motionless. |
‘The voice of remérse was stified in her heart ;
‘she mnde. not the least effurt to avert the ap-
¢ proaehing destruction of the buccancers, -
“We must board the earavel, Margaret,” said
the Leopard ; “Jet us put you sshore that you'
may not run needless risk.”™ i
Margaret pressed his hand in silence, nnd
stepped nshore nmong the ‘thick mangoes. T !\c
boat .qut oty and! the g4.|"'neuro , - kneeling
“down, sccmed cnr"nf'ed in prmcr, only.interrupt- '
ed by brol\en sob ‘and by the troubled glance
W] hich she from time to time c'\st ov
1 ’The earavel (ooh 1o, uome of the uppru.lchmrr
boa(a 'She nppmmd to. be .dismasted, for the’
31\ammda lind Inid the light masts on the chande:.,
Hiers, n kind of iron fork plmed an the middie of.
v.hu chk. All \ms still ‘on bourd, lhe ﬁ«urcs




