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TURKISH! MAIDEN.
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was spent at his house, than at the Totel of the
Embassy in Bugukdore, : L
¢ Nothing can be finer than a sunset on the:
Bosphorus--its calm, -placid, " Inkelike .sm(‘u_c.u,‘
scaree ever rulfied by a breath of wind, reflects,
as from & mirror, the rich mellow tints which, at
this perivd of the day, un oriental sky generally
presents—-hundreds of light caiques, gaudily
painted and bedeeled with stroamers, shoot across
cazh other’s pati——and, turning towxrds tie city,
a thousand domes and minarets glisten brightly
in the golden rays of sunset. -

* It was my lrequent enstom Lo enjoy l)us weene
from the terraced rool of Mourad Effendi’s man-
sion, where, amidst the party of friends whom the
oll gentleman drew avonnd him with the view
of mmnbuunw to my amusement, T drank my
sherbet ind smolked my ehibongue with as much

- becoming ‘gravity as any Turk of lhcm all. [ On.
“ several such oceasions the, sound of 4 mundulm
from the roof of the adjuining house drew m\ at-
tention, not only from the masterly siyle in which
the instrument itsell” was touched, but from the
oceasionnl accompaniiment ofn sweet femnle voice!
which mingled with'its chords. . All that Teould

gatlier from the v ol my M'llmm-
med it friends wis that the rmncr of' the house
was & Mchmet Bey, who baud filled some situatiun
under Govi ermuent, Trom w hich lva had the un-

. usual good fortune to retive, with his head on Lis

i -.houl(ler:, and o pr elty, large pro]ml tion of his’
gains remaining’ m his pm-c “Of his. lunul\
they suxd-—-(he_) knew very little ; sueh
they ‘left for the ladies of’ their h’uuns
\fourn(l Lﬂcmh himself; an hulnel‘ fuestioning,
"'uo men lmlc more infofmntion.

“\h.-hmet Bey, it seems,’, had’. eaused areat
seandal to his friends and acquaintinees of the
fullhful, nbout cizhteen years bofore, by suddenly
soum" at liberty all the inmates of his havem :
a step understadd to result fronsthe’ determina- ¢
tion of u Clhristian slave—whom he had lately pur-
chased, and to whom he was devotedly attached -
to reign sole mistress of his houschold: After n
lupsc of fonrteen years, passed-—as well us LUI!M
be judged—in umnlen-upmd domestic happin
the lndy dicd, leaving an wnle ¢hild, nd

al

" whio wns cherished by Mehmet as lh(.\'lppl.l ol his

eye. ~This girl Monead hud ofien secn inthe
women's apartments of his house, but w then' ven-
tured an enquiry as Lo her personnl appenranc

the only seply of the impassive Tk was ¢ Zudb ! |

Taib? ‘Very Good !

** Lresolved in' my own mind that the minstrel

~ of the neighbouring house top was the duughter

L of '\Ic]unct Lu) and w3 euriosity bmu" rol cd
'.-lcss perlnp.», b_) \\ImLI had Te:
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| fact ol having Tearned so little, T delermined, it

possible, to have a glimpse of the coneenled snny-
stre On the following ev ening, therefore,
when [ knew that Monead Effendi fd gone with |
w-friend to Pera, | took wy. usnal station on the ’ i
turrace, but thongh my eyes vested as nsual on

the busy seene ground, my attention was rivetted

on tie adjoining mansion. My patient watch

was at lengil rewarded by heaving the sound of P
the mandolin as before, to which [ listened in si- :
lenee, till the last ceho had died away ;—then,

after 1 hurried "I-lnce around, and findé ng no ane

in sight, 1 ventured camtionsly 1o aseewd by the .
inequalities of the partition wall, till [ could ‘ :
overfook it altogether. :

“ Reclining on a pile of cushions, the mandoiin -
thrown nsulo, ad she hersell engaged in earnest ‘ ’
meditation, lny lhc fuir creature, to sce w him [
had placed my: self in'a situation of such pul'll—-- o
nor didt I regret th: 1b 1 had “doné 'so, ‘
lovely g "x"l r»{‘sn((en orsevenleen,
izure wore enst in nature’; s frivest monld-Swhose
deliente features weve illumined by the radinnee

of the soul within,  But I see you smiling ut this
commencement ofalover’s thapsedy, and will spare
yori the resl.  T.ook to the Sultana in the - oppo-
*site boxy and I will venfure to'sa ! !
all the pw]luhu.s of 0 lover aml a hushand, that’
love at first sight will not scem tv YOU 50 very rie
dienlous in wmy ease, Lnlmmml as [ was, 1 uo-
Toetod lh mun I had lnllu.rlu maintai

-+

) \ 'n(lcnt "nlc, shc ulur(ul Trom the:
n.m, and s toord bv(‘ule e motionless 5,0 heauti=;

ful statue of surprise. 1 endeavoured in my hest

Turkish, to re-rssure her; told her Uhusl been at-
traeted by her nitesie th the d wing deed of thus
brenking on her solitnde, sud Lesought her me-
cy on my rashness, : ;
“The first tones ol my vaice seented to hreak:. .

! the spell that bound hers and she hastily wound , o
her veil round her head. eclipsing the charms
that hatk 5o duazled me ; bty speeeh gave her i
i:(mﬁd@l:v:c aud she made no firther et to §)
yimy snest. entreaties won hrr consent ”

P my ll:l(-um" al the same honr v qu o um“/, .
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! unmfmmcd of tt

the music uf her lte el v
Jeave with this pr omise, T
well content with thé resilt, of my fiv

~4%0n the carliest opportunity T ventured to
renew my trospass, nor was it long before Euti-
ma, my fuir acquaintance, learned to anticipate,
ith some degree of pleasure, onr -stolen inter-
views. - Llheivery fact that oue meetings were un-
disturhed, ':lm\u.d that she hnd; Lopl her fathiow
-x_n il that some small spark

co, mul lukuw my




