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EDITORIAL.

TUE N YEAR.

Anno Domini 1887, with alI its changes, with its
care anid labor, gnins and losses, lias passed nway
as a talc that is told. A due consideration of God's
goodness to us throughout the year, and the indi-
cations o-f Bis morcy for the future will make the
dawn of 1888 one of the brightest and happiest of
outr life. For our readers, wo wisi such a happy
New Ycar. This seemus to be tho time anud place te
mention

1. Som of the reasons wo havo for gratitude
and praiso.

H. Our ellorts to advanco the cause of Christ
their discouragemonts aud oncouragomonts.

I. Some of the reasons for gratitudo and pra'so:
To think of God's favors; they aro mor than can
b nunbered, hnce, wo only allude to some of
them, and firet, God's goodncss in giving uà rain
from lieaven, and a fruitful season amply rewarding
the laborers' toit, and providing for the wants of
man and beait. His hand guarded the growing crops
from blight and frost, and whon ripe, sont suitable
weathcr for gathering them in. Without Bis
providence in cither case we would b let to pine
in helpless want. It is the samo power that ruies
the wind3 and waves, and the business of the world.
Ail these considerations call for our warmest
.gratitude.

2nd. Our country lias been preserved fron con-
tagious nd wasting disease, and we enjoy a large
ineasuro of health. It is hard te for;et God's
goodness in this.

3rd. Instead of the horrors of war wre have the
blessings of peace. Besides this, the two imost
power ful nations on the globe, and the nations wu
call our own, aro making efforts to beat their swords
into plough-shares, and to ]parn war no more. Our
own England, whom vith aIl lier falits ve love so
vell, is the tirat to movo in the inatter. Laite in

tlopatt year, a delegation froin the British Parlia.
ment came to the United States te petition the
President and Congresa te tako immediate steps
for the negotiation of a treaty betwen Great
Britain and the United States that shall provido for
the settlement of ail difliculties by internatim1
arbitration. The petition is signed by 233 mnbers
of the British Parliament, and vas, two months
ago, presented to President Cleveland.

No intelligent person who is deeply interestcd in
the good ietcs of peace on earth and gocd will to
mncx, can look upon this mnovement with indifference.
The more fact that the two nations are earnestly
considering such na Echeme, which late experienco in
the settlement of the " Alabama Claims " proves to
bo feasible, is a cause of gratitude, and betokens the
introduction ci botter days.

These nations are tius declaring te thoir neighi-
b-ns that they cannot affoid to settlo their
mîisinders'andinig by dueling, and that thiat
baibarity, with the seneless prido which upheld
it, must b nunbered vith the mistakes of the pasi.
That they have in view " a more excellent way " of
sottling disputes which arise mostly froin the rash-
neas of a few fiery and inconsiderato men, than by
deluing nations in blood. Nut tu speak of the
exunse and horrors of actuii war.fare, (which
bailles description), Iu te remeniber that in Unies
of pen,--, nearly half of England's rovonuo goes te
support the army and navy wiMl givo Us a faint
idea of t.iq terriblo national tcouirgo, we should
thercfore liai with gratitudo evel the distant
appearanca ef its abolition. No wonder that the
delegation lhas received a hearty wolenme fromi ail
clssies in Aiierica.

II. Our efforts te advance tho cause of Christ,
Although very imporfect in the Masterzs work,
we can, in a neasure, say with the Apostle, " Our
rejoicing is this-the testiumony of cur conscience,
that in simplicity and godly sincerity, net is fleshly
wisdom, but by the grace of God wo have lad our
conversation in the worlud." (Cor. xi. 1-12)

Our work with the unîsaved is te read and tell
them of Christ and urge then te learn tromin him-
self, Who Ho is, What He lias done and siiffercd for
the-n, and Hotv He lias promised te save thom.
Wo plead with themti te consider Jesus' death on the
cross, and learni frou it God's love te them and
His hatred to their sins. Wlien they believo.witli
ail ulteir heart in Christ and in Him crucified, it
leads them te repentance, or a purpose of heart to
turnîfomi their siis to the servie of God. Wlien
they mîake this detormination in Gid's strength,
tiey have Jusuib, words in His last commission, tell.
ing thei plaiily what they imust do. They can
also seo Bis command and promise confiriecd in
the salvation of thoso who belioved the Gospel
which the Apestles preached with the Holy Spirit
sont down from heaven. When they coumc in this
way te Jeuns they find rest to their seuls. Sormo
iii licaring the plain plan of salvation, iustead of
searching the Scriptures te seo if these things are
so, appear te bo alarmed nt its simplicity and te
regard the teaching a.s dangerous-making man his
owni Saviour and giving the glory due te tho Holy
Spirit to somethiig tho man does himisolf. They
seoin afraid oven to hear, and they siun our
meetings and induco others to do se, and to go
where the multitudes go.

Others are careless and spend their precious time
in worldly pursuits.

On the other hanud, miany listen attentively to the
Gospel, treat the proachers kindly, and appear
anxious to hear it again. This is at lost cncourag-

Others, again, hear ithe Gospel gladly, and like
the Corinthians, hearinz, believe, and are baptized.
Their joy and peace of mind, and the change in
thoir life after they embrace the Saviour, swallow
up our other disappointments, and our Iearts are
cheered with the hope that they will " hold the
beginning of their confidence steadfast tinte the
end." During the past year, some in the different
fields of labor have given themsolves to Christ, and
are rejoicing in x.e of tho glory of God. Nor
should we b discouraged that the number is net
greater. Jescs prepares Ilis followers, bath by His
examplo and His word, for this trial of their
fidelity. Ho shows in His first parable three cases
of failure for tho eue oe succeas, when the word of
God tell frein the hand of tho same sower. When th
Apostles preached the Gospel with great powor, some
bolieved, and sone bolieved not. Even the intrepid
Paul became ail things utnto aIl moin, that ho mihlt
by ail means savoeomie. We have reason to rejoice
wben Jesus makes us instrumental in the salvation
Of othera, and ive should also rejoice when Ho keeps
the fruits of our labors ont of our sigit. if faith-
fui te Him and Bis gospel, whether we hosoawers
or roapers, at no very distant day we shall rejoice
together.

Our great want in theso provinces, perhaps the
greatest, is the want of preachers. Ve continuially
sec where mnuch is lst, because promisiig fields
cannlot b attended te. In the past year, quite a
numbor of pious younmg brethren among is havu
given themselves te the noble work of preaching the
gospOl of Christ. Sottie are a!roady in the field,
and mor are carnestly studying for the work.
Among the convorts of 1837 are promising young
mon, who are anxious te bpeid and bo spent in this
service, and wo think the chumrches are waking up
more than ever te the importance of chcouraging
sici. For theso and otiher tokons of cur Faltor's
good-will w will praiso lis namo. Wo teel liko
referring te many ioters but spaco will net admit

of it. We are prone te look at what appear to us
discouragements, but it is a poor catre which can-
net stand trials and disappointmonts. It seoms
hard te have our motivas and work nmisrepresented
by theso from whoim wu expected better things,
and to have those who miiht he saved provonted
from hoaring the gospel. But Jeans' approval is
swootest when wo have no other His hand is
most precious when followinîg Hini throuigih cvil
report. The troasiurcs of Egypt wero very liglit
when the repro«<ch of Christ was in the upposito
scale. No followslip nci earth is like " the follow-
ehip of Bis sutffetings." What appear te us hard-
ships are Often God's richest blessinîgs in disguiro.

Ali]hoighi the plea of the Disciples is net acknow-
ledged or underatood, the light which Gad is on-
abling them to shed arouid is inoreasing, aind will
icreaso moto and more. Lot caci and all take
eed tlat the liglt that is in then be not darknoss,

remembering that thougi once darknoss thoy now
are light in tho Lord. Lot tlin strive and pray te
walk as children of liglit. Let us for the present
year " hope for great things front God, and attempt
great things for God."

Öflglisi $itfri Dt tto.

FULNESS OF" JOTY.

These things have I spoken unto yen that ny joy
might reinain in you and that your joy iniglit be full.-
John xv. 11.

It is evident fron this and many othor parts of
God's word that our leavenly Father and our
dear Saviour desire for us happiness-complet
happiness-fulness of joy. God gave Dis only
begotten Son that we migit have overlaating lite.
Life moans happinees. But my purpose is at thie
sitting te consider the words of Jess in the pro-
ceding verses and try theruin te find the source of
our joy. The disciples, no doubt, iinderstood
that a good vine well cated for by a good husband-
man, would gladden the ieart of him for whom it
was dressed. Its branches would he thrifty and
full of fruit. Jesis, dopirous of impressing thoir
minds 'vith this thouglit of Fulness of Joy, lays
hold of this illustration. He assures us in the tirst
place that He is the true vine, He had life in
Himseolf which He coluld imnpart te others. John
v. 26, 28 and xi. 43 and 44. As a teacher He was
perfect. He was never at a less. Every applica-
tion te BDim for help was granted. The deat
heard, the blind saw, the lame walked, the tom-
pest was stilled, and the dead were raised up. Wu
have, thon, everything in the vine that- is needed
for succosa. "MIly Father is the husbandman."
God-cires for the vine. HE ivatches-over His Son
and ail connected with Him. He cuts off overy
utnfruitful branch and cleanses those that bear feuit.
The disciples, with whom He was coversing, the
Father had cleanEed by His word. God does
wonderful things by His word.

" It is perfect, converting the soul." James
says it is able to save the soul. Ho begets us by
the word of truth; that is, by Bis word. If we are
cleansed it lias been done by the word of- God.
Hearing and doing it brings the blessing.

Now Christ is ready te make anothor declara-
tion, " I an the vinie, ye are the branches.'.
Conuected with such s vine and- carod for by such
a husbandman, what has the disciple of Christ te
fear ? But ns we are rational beings and not
inaniimato, like the branch of the vine, Ho eleanses
us by His word and ents is off by Ris vord. How
can we o cleansed if we tako what others say in
stead of going te His word for ourselves. A com.
plote union-" Ho that abidoth in me and I in
him, the same bringeth -forth nucI fruit." As'the
branch is set in the vine, and the sap from the vine
entera the branch and permeates overy part, so we
nust b in Christ-new creatuiros, and He-must ho


