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THE NBW YEAR,

Anno Domini 1887, with sll its changos, with its
caro nud labor, gaing aud losses, has passed away
as a talo that is told. A due consideration of God's
goodness te us throughout the year, and thoe indi-
cations of Ilis morey for the future will make tho
dawn: of 1888 one of the brightest and happiest of
our life, For our readers, we wish such a happy
Now Year. This seems to be tho time and placs to
mention
I. Some of the reasons wo havo for gratitude
and praise,
1L Ouar eflorts to advanco tho cause of Christ ;
their discouragemonts and cncouragemonts,
1. Some of the reasons for gratitudo and pra‘se:
To think of God's favors; thoy are more thau can
be numbered, hence, wo only allude to some of
them, and first, Ged’s gooduess in giving us rain
from heaven,and a fruitful season amply rowarding
tho laborers' toil, aud providing for the wants of
man and beast, His hand guarded the growing crops
from blight and frost, and when ripo, sent suitable
weathcr for gathoring them in, Without His
providerce in either caso wo would bo left to pino
in helpless want, It is the samo power that rules
the winds and waves, and the business of the world.
All theso considerations call for our warmest
gratitude,
2ad. Our country has been preserved from con-
tagious aud wasting disease, and we enjoy a large
measure of health, It is hard to foriet God’s
goodness in this,
3rd. Instead of tho harrors of war we have the
blessings of peace. Besides this, the two most
powetrful nations on the glube, and the nations we
call our own, are making efforts Lo beat their swords
into plough-shares, and to learn war no more, Our
-own England, whom with all her faults we love so
well, is the first to mova in the matter. Late in
the'pest year, adelegation from the British Parlia-
ment came to the United States to petivion the
President and Congress to tako immediate steps
for the negotiation of a treaty between Great
Britain and the United States that shall provide for
the sottlement of all diflicnlties by internaticn:}
arbitration, The petition is signed by 233 members
of the DBritish Parliament, and was, two months
80, presented to President Cleveland,
No intelligent person who is deeply interestcd in
the good news of peace on earth and gocd will to
men, can look npon this movement with indifference.
The moro fact that tho two nations are carnestly
congidering such a scheme, which late experience in
the sottlement of the * Alabama Claims” proves to
be foasible, i3 a cause of gratitude, and betokens the
intreduction ¢f better days.
These natjons are thus declaring to their neigh-
baus that they cannot afford to sotilo their
misunderstanding by dueling, and that that
baibarity, with the senteless pride which upheld
it, must be nuinbered with the mistakes of the pas.
That they bevo in view ¢* a more excellent way  of
sottling disputes which arise mostly from the rash-
“ness of u few fiery and inconsiderato mon, than by
deluging nations in blood. Nut to speak of the
expouee and horrors of actual war.fare, (which
baflles description), I to remember that in times
of pea. 2, nearly half of Bugland’s revonuo goes to
support tho army and navy will give us a faint
idea of tkis terrible national gcourgo, we should
therefore Lail with geatitudo even the distant
appoaranca of its abolition. No wonder that the
delegation has vecoived a hearly weleame from all
clasies in Amerien,

1L Ouv cfforts to advanco tho causo of Christ,
Although very imperfect in the Master’s work,
wo can, in & moasure, say with the Apostle, ¢ Our
rejoiging is this— the testimony of our conscionco,
that in simplicity and godly sincority, not is fleahly
wisdom, but by the grace of God wo have had our
conversation in the world.” (Cor. si. 1-12)

Our work with the nnsaved is to read and tell
them of Christ and urge them to learn from him-
self, [Vho He is, I#hat He has done and suffered for
thewm, and Low Ho has promised to save thom.
Wo plead with them to consider Jesus' death on the
cross, and learn from it God’s love to thom and
ILis hatred to their sins.  When they believe.swith
all their heart in Christ znd in Him crucified, it
feads them to vepentance, or a purpose of heart to
turn from their sins to the service of God. When
they mako this defermination in Gud's strength,
thoy havo Jesus' words in His last commission, toll.
ing them plainly what they mwst do. Thoy can
also sco His command and promise confirmed in
the salvation of thoso who believed the Gospel
which the Apcstles preached with the Holy Spirit
sont down from heaven. When they come in this
way to Jesus they find rest to their souls, Somo
in hearing tho plain plan of salvation, iustead of
searching the Scriptures to seo if these things are
80, appear to be alarmed at its simplicity and to
regard tho teaching as dangerous—making man his
own Saviour and giving the glory due to tho Holy
Spirit to something tho man does himsolf. They
seom afraid even to hear, and they shun our
meetings and induce others to do so, and to go
whore the multitudes po.

Others are careless and spend their precious time
in worldly pursuits,

On the other hand, many liston attentively to the
Goospel, treat tho preachers kindly, and appear
anxious to hear it again. This is at loast cneourag-
ing.

Others, again, hear tho Gospol gladly, and like
the Corinthians, heaving, believe, and are baptized,
Their joy and peace of mind, and the chaunge in
thoir life after they embracs the Saviour, swallow
up our othor disappointments, and our hearts are
cheered with the hope that they will * hold the
beginning of their confidence steadfast unto the
end.” During the past year, some in the different
fields of labor have given themsolves to Christ, and
are rejoicing in nope of tho glory of God, Nor
shonld we be discouraged that the number is not
greater. Jeosvs prepares His followers, bath by His
examplo and His word, for this trial of their
fidelity. Ho shows in His first parable three cases
of failure for the one of success, when the word of
Gog fell frown the hand of tho samo sower. When tho
Apostles preached the Gospol with great powor, some
bolioved, and some bolieved not. Even tho intrepid
Paul became all things unto all men, that ho micht
by oll means savozome. We have reason to rejoice
when Jeaus makes us instrumental in the salvation
of others, and wo should also rojoice when He keeps
tho fruits of our labors out of our sight, If faith-
ful to Him and His gospal, whother we be sowers
or roapers, at no very distant day we shall rejoice
together,

Our groat want in these provinces, porhaps the
groatest, is tho want of preachers. Wo continually
see where tuch is lost, because promising fiolds
cannot bo attended to. In tho past year, quite a
numbor of pious young brethren among us have
given themselvesto tho noble work of preaching the
gospol of Christ. Sowe are already in the lield,
and woro are carnestly studying for the work.
Among tho converts of 1837 are promising young
mon, who are anxious to speud and to epont juthis
sorvice, and wo think the churches aro waking up
moro than ever to the importance of oncouraging
such, TFor theso and other tokens of our Fathor'a
good-will wo will praise flis namo. Wo feel liko
roferring {0 many others but spaco will not admit

of it. Woare prone to look at what appear to us
discouragoments, but it is & poor caure which can-
not stand {rials and disappointments, It seems
hard to have our motivea and work misrepresonted
by theso from whom we expeoted botter things,
ard to havo those who mizht be saved provonted
from hearing tho gospel. But Jesus' approval is
sweetest wher wo have no othor His hand is
most precious when following Him throagh evil
report. The treasurcs of Egypt wero very light
when the reproach of Ohrist was in thoe uppusite
scale, No followship on earth is like ¢ the follow-
ship of His sufferings.” \What appear to us hurd-
ships are often God’s richest blessings in disguitoe,

Although the plea of tho Disciples is not acknow-
ledged or uunderstood, the light which God is on-
abling them to shed around is inoreasing, snd will
incroase wore and reore, Lot cach and all take
heed that the light that is in them be not darknoss,
romembering that though once darknoss thoy now
are light in the Lord. Let them strive and pray to
walk ag children of light. Let us for the present
year ‘* hopo for great things from God, and attompt
great things for God.”

Ovigiml Gontrilmtions,

FULNESS OF JOY,

These things havo I spoken unto you thatny joy
might remain in you and that your joy might be full,.—
John xv. 11,

1t is evident from this and mauny othor parts of
God's word that our Meayenly Father and our
doar Saviour desive for us happinesa—complete
happiness—fulness of joy. God gave His only
begotten Son that we might have everlasting life,
Life mcans happiness. But my purposo is at this
sitting to consider the words of Jesus in the pre-
ceding verses and try thorein to find the source of
our joy. The disciples, no doubt, nnderstood
that a good vine well cored for by a good husband-
man, would gladden the heart of him for whom it
was dressed. Its branches would be thrifty and
full of fruit. Jesus, derirous of impressing their
minds with this thought of Fulness of Joy, lays

‘hold of this illustration. He assures us in the first

placo that He is tho frue vine, He had life in
Himself which He could impart to others, John
v. 26,28 and xi. 43 and 44, As a teachor He was
perfoct,  Ho was nover at alcss. Every applica-
tion to Him for help was granted. The deaf
heard, the blind saw, the lamo walked, the tom-
pest was stilled, and the dead were raised vp.  We
have, then, everything in the vine that is neoded
for succoss. “* My Father is the husbandman.”
God-ceres for the vine. He watches-over His Son
and all connected with Him, Ho cuts off every
unfruitful branch and cleanses those that bear fruit.
Tho disciples, with whom fle was cocversing, the
Fathor had cleanzed by His word. God does
wonderful things by His word.

¢ It is perfect, converting the soul.” James
saya it is able to savo the soul. He begets us by
the word of truth; that is, by Ris word, If we are
cleansed it has beon done by the word -of God.
Hearing and doing it brings tho bleasing,

Now Christ is ready to make anothor deolara-

tion, ‘I am the vine, ye ars the brauches.’.

Cenuccted with such a'vine and- carod for by such
a husbandman, what has tho diaciplo of Christ to
fear? DBut as wo are rational beings and not
inanimnate, like the branch of the vine, Ho cieanses
ns by His word and cuts us off by His word, How
can wo e cloansed if wo toko what others say in
stead of going to His word for ourselves, A com.
plote union—**Ha that abideth in mo and Iin
him, the same bringeth -forth muich fruit.” As the
branch is act in the vine, and the sap from tho vine
entors tho branch and permeates overy part, so we
must be in Christ-new creatnros, and He-mus be



